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Nigris aquora veaiis 
Emirabitnr infolens^ 

^i nunc tefruitur credulus aureih^ 
^ii/em/»tr vacuam^ femper amabilem 
Sperat^ nejc'tus aura 
Fallacis / Hor. 

How often (hall th' unpraiE^is'd youth 
Of alter'd gods and injur'd truth, 

With tears, alas ! complain ! 
How foon behold with wondering eyes 
The blackning winds tempeftuous rife,N 

And fcowl along the main ! 
While by his eafy faith betray 'd, 
He now enjoys thee, golden maid, 

Thus amiable and kind \ 
He fondly hopes that you fhall prove 
Thus ever vacant to his love, 

Nor heeds the faithlefs wind. Frakcis, 

jTbe ladies, to whom I lately addrefled fome thoughts 

upon the choice of a hufband, I ihall to-day confider 
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2 THE ADVENTURER. No. XXXVI, 

as married 5 and as I am very far from thinking that 
they may now fit down in negligent fccurity, and 
remit at once their afliduity and circumfpedion, I fhall 
"Warn them of fome opinions of which this condu6l is 
the confequence, detedl fome errors by which the gene- 
ral intention of good-nature may be difappointed, and 
endeavour to put them upon their guard againft fome 
propenfities by which it may be overborne. 

It is now necefiary to remind them, that the pafiGion 
which is fuppofed to animate the lover, the paffion 
which is reprefented by flames and darts, which fwells 
the bofom with perpetual rapture, and neither changes 
its objedl nor lofes its ardour, exifts only in poetry and 
romance. The real paffion which wit and folly have 
thus concurred to difguife, is fubje^l to difgufl and fa- 
tiety, is excited by novelty, and frequently extinguiflied 
by poffeffion. 

It is alfo equally true, that a refined and abflra^led 
friendfhip between perfons of different fexes, a union 
of fouls to which the corporal paffion is merely acci- 
dental, is only to be found in the writings of thofe en- 
thufiafts, who have addreffed the world from a cave or 
a college, and perhaps denied the force of defires which 
they could not fubdue ; or in the profeffions of infi- 
dious hypocrites, who have endeavoured thus to gain a 
confidence, which they intend only to abufe. But 
there is an eflcem which is meliorated by love, and a 
love that is elevated by efteem ; a kind of mixed af- 
fedion, peculiar to mankind as beings compounded of 
inflin^l and reafon, or, in other words, of body and 
mind. This is that fpecies of affeftion, upon which 
the fupreme or peculiar happinefs of marriage depends, 
and which can fgarce be preferved without a conflant 
attention and perpetual efforts.. 

M 



No. XXXVI. THE ADVENTUREK. 3 

As love witbout efleem is volatile and capricious > 
«fleem without love is languid and cold. I am afraid 
that many men, whofe wives have poffeffed their 
efleem, have yet lavifhed their fortune and their fond«- 
ncfs upon a miftrefs : and that the love of others, how- 
ever ardent, has been quickly alienated, becaufe it was 
not dignified and fupported by efleem. 

Though, good-nature does indeed participate the 
pains and pleafures of others, and may, therefore, be 
conlidered as a conflAftt and forcible motive to commu- 
nicate happinefs and alleviate mifery ^ yet it is at bed 
but the imperfedl excellence of imperfedl beings, whofc 
immediate gratifications are often felfifli, and fuch as 
folly or vice render incompatible with the true happi- 
nefs of the individual, and of each other. 

As there is not perhaps upon earth, any couple, 
whofe natural difpofitions and reKIh of life are fo per- 
fectly iimilar, as that their wills conftantly coincide ; fo 
it mufl fometimes happen that the immediate pleafure 
of indulging oppofite inclinations, will be greater than 
a participation of that pleafure, which would arife to 
the other if this indulgence fhould be forborne : but as 
to forbear this indulgence can never fail to conciliate 
efleem, it fhould always be confidered as a means of 
happinefs, and rather as an advantage than a lofs : efpe- 
cially if it be true, that the indulgence itfelf, in thefe 
circumflances, never gives the pleafure that it pro- 
mifes. 

Lady Charlotte Sprightly, the wife of a young Ba- 
ronet, was dreffing for an affembly a few nights ago, 
when Sir Harry came in. " My dear Charlotte," fays 
he, " I am forry that you are going out to-night j for 
•* my coufin George is jufl arrived from the Eafl-In- 
dies : I have invited him to fup 5 and as he has never 
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feen you, I promifed him your company." ** Nay, dear 
" Sir Harry," replied the lady, " do not alk mc to 
" flay at home to-night ; you know I am fond of 
** dancing, and now my fancy is fet upon going, I am 
** fure you will not dilTappoint mc." Sir Harry, who 
Sfvas truly good-natured, would not urge her to ftay j 
lor to flay with apparent relu6lancc, would not hare 
gratified his wifh. She perceived that he wasfecretly 
idifpleafed : however, away fhe went. But as fhe had 
not lefs good-nature than Sir Harry, flic fuffered fo 
fo much pain by refleding on the pain fhe had given 
him, that fhe often wifhed hcrfelf at home. Thus fhe 
x){Fcnded the- delicacy of his affe£lion, by preferring a 
dance to the quiet of his mind ^ and forfeited part of 
the efleem, which was due to that very good-nature by 
which fhe lofl the enjoyment of the night. 

In this inflance the pain inflided . upon the hufband, 
was accidental to the private gratification propofed by 
the wife. But there is a paflion very diflferent both 
from malice and rage, to the gratification of which the 
piin of another is fometimes efTentially neceffary. This 
paflion, which, though its effe6ls are often direftly op- 
posite to good-nature, is yet perhaps predominant in 
every breafl, and indulged at whatever rifque, is Vani- 
ty- 

To a gratification of vanity, at the expence of reci- 
procal efleem, the wife is certainly under much flron- 
ger temptations than the hufband : and I warn the la- 
dies againfl it, not only with more zeal, but with greater 
hope of fuccefs j becaufe thofe only who have fuperiof 
' natural abilities, or have received uncommon advan« 
tages from education, have it in their power. 

SuccefsfuUy to rally a wife, confers no honour upon 
• hufband j the attempt is regarded rather as an infult 

than 
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than a contefl *, it is exulting in a mafculine ftrengtb^ 
to which (he makes no pretentions, and brandifhing 
weapons fhe is not fuppofed to have fkill to wield. 

For the fame reafons, to confute or to ridicule a huf- 
band with an apparent fuperiority of knowledge or of 
wity affords all the parade of triumph to a wife ; it 
is to be ftrong where weaknefs is no reproach, and to 
conquer when it would not have been diihonourable to 
fly. But thefe circumilances, which increafe the force of 
the temptation, will be found to afford proportionate mo- 
tives torefift it : whatever adds to the glory of the Vi£^orj 
adds equally to the difhonoar of the vanquiihed^ and that 
which can exalt a wife only by degrading a hufband^ 
will appear upon the whole not to be worth the acqut- 
fition, even though it could be made without changing 
fondnefs to refentment, or provoking to jealoufy by an 
implication of contempt. If the ladies do not perceive 
the force of thtc argument, I eameflly.requeft that they 
would for once truft implicitly to my judgment } a re- 
queft which, however extraordinary, is not unreafona* 
blc J becaufe in this infbunce the very vanity whicb 
hides truth from them, mufl neceffarily difcov^x^it to 
me. 

But if good-nature is fufficiently vigorous to fecure 
the efleem of reafon, it may yet be too negligent to 
gratify the delicacy of love : it muft therefore, not on- 
ly be fteady, but watchful and afliduous : beauty muft 
fuffer no diminution by inelegance, but every charm 
muft contribute to keep the heart which it contributed 
to win *y whatever would have been concealed as a de- 
fe£k from the lover, muft with yet greater diligence be 
concealed from the hufband. The moft intimate and 
tender familiarity cannot furely be fuppofed to exclude 

A 3 decorum • 



6 THE ADVENTURER, No. XXXVI,. 

decorum : and there is a delicacy in every mindy whicti' 
is difguded at the breach of it, though every mind is 
not Aifficiently attentive to avoid giving an offence 
which it has often received. 

I ihall conclude this paper, as I did my lad on ther 
fame fubje6l, with a general remarks As they wha 
poffefs lefs than they expedled cannot be happy, to ex- 
patiate in chimerical profpedts of felicity is to infure 
the anguifh of difappointment, and to loofe the power 
of enjoying whatever may be poffeffed. Let not youth ^ 
therefore, imagine, that with all the advantages of na* 
ture and education, marriage will be a condant reci- 
procation of delight, over which externals will have 
little influence, and which time will rather change 
than dcdroy. There is no perpetual fource of delight 
but Hope : fo imperfedl is the utmoft temporal happi« 
fiefs, that to poffefs it all, is tolofe it. We enjoy that 
which is before us ^ but when nothing more is poflible^ 
«11 that is attained is iniipid. Such is the condition of 
this life : but lit us not, therefore, think it of no value f 
£ot to be placed in this life, is to be a candidate for » 
better. ' 
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Cahtmniariji quis autem voluerii^ 

^uod ariores- loquantur^ non tantumfirat\ 

FiBisjocari nos memineritfabulis. Piuo)* 

Let thofe whom folly prompts to iheer^ 
. Be told we fport witli fable here ^ 
Be toldy that brutes can morals teach. 
And trees like foundeil cafuifls preach* 

XflouoH it be generally allowed, that to communicate 
iiappinefs is the chara£leriflic of virtue^ yet this happi- 
nefs is feldom. confidered as extending beyond our own 
fpecies \ and no man £s thought to become vicious, by 
fecrificing the life of an smimal ta the pleafure of hit-^ 
ting a markr It is, however, certain, that by this a£h 
more happinefs is deHroyed than produced ^ except it 
be fuppofed, that happinefs (hould be eflimated, not in 
proportion to its degree only, but to the rank of the 
being by whom it is enjoyed : but this is a fuppofition^ 
which perhaps cannot calily be fupported. Reafon^ 
from which alone man derives his fuperiority, fhould, 
in the prefent queOlion. be con£dered only as feniibili- 
ty : a blow produces more pain to a man, than to a 
brute ^ becaufe to a man it is aggravated by a fenfe of 
indignity, and is felt as often as it is remembered y in 

A 4 the 
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the brute it produces only corporal pain, 'which in a 
Ihort time ceafes for ever. But it may be juftly affert- 
cd that the fame degree of pain in both fubjeds, is in 
the fame degree an evil ^ and that it cannot be wanton- 
ly infli6led, without equal violation of right. Neither 
does it follow from the contrary portions, that man 
ihould abflain from animal food ^ for by him that kills 
merely to eat^ life is facrificed only to life ^ and if man 
had lived upon fruits and herbs, the greater part of 
thofe animals which die to fumiih his table, would ne- 
▼er have lived ^ inilead of increaiing the breed as a 
pledge of plenty, he would have been compelled to de- 
iboy them ta prevent a famine. 

There is great difference between killing for food, 
and for fport. To take pleafure in that by which pain 
is inflided, if it is not vicious, is dangerous ^ and every 
prance which, if not criminal4n itfelf, yet wears out 
the fympathizing fenfibility of a tender mind, mud ren- 
der- human nature proportionably le(s fit for fociety. 
In my purfuit of this train of thought, I coniidered 
the inequality with which happinefs appears to be 
diftributed among the brute creation, as different 
animals are in a different degree expofed to the ca^ 
pricious cruelty of mankind ; and in the fervor of my 
imagination, I began to think it poiTible that they. 
might participate in a future retribution ^ efpecially as 
n^ere matter and motion approach no nearer to fenfibi- 
Hty, than to thought : and he, who will not venture to 
deny that brutes have fenfibility, (hould not haftily pro- 
nounce, that they have only a material exiftence. 
While iny mind was thus bufied, the evening ftolc 
imperceptibly away j and at length morning fucceeded 

to 



No. XXXVII. THS ADTENTUKEH* 9 

to midnight : my attention was remitted by degrees^ 
and I fell afleep in my chair 

Though the labours of memory and judgment were 
now at an end, yet fancy was ftill bufy : by this roving 
wanton I was condu6led through a dark avenue, which, 
after many windings, terminated in a place which (he 
told me was the elyfium of birds and beails. Here I 
beheld a great variety of animals, whom I perceived 
to be endowed with reafon and fpeech : this prodigy, 
however, did not raife afloni(hment, but curiofity. I 
was impatient to learn what were the topics of dif^ 
courfe in fuch an aflembly ^ and hoped to gain a valu- 
able edition to my remarks upon human life. For this 
purpofe I approached a horfe and an afs, who feemcd 
to be engaged in ferious converfation ^ but I approach- 
ed with great caution and humility : for I now confi- 
dered them as in a flate fuperior to mortality ^ and I 
feared to incur the contempt and indignation, which 
naturally rife at the fight of a tyrant who is divefted of 
his power. My caution was, however, unneceflary, for 
they feemed wholly to di&egard me, and by degrees I 
came near enough to overhear them. 

" If I had periflied," faid the afs, " when I was dif- 
"^ Bufled from the earth, I think I fhould have been a 
•* lofer by my esiftence : for during my whole life, 
** there was fcavce an interval of an hour, in which I 
** did not fuffer the accumulated mifery of blows, hun- 
•* gcr, and fatigue. When I was a colt, I was (lolen 
** by a gypfy, who placed two children upon my back 
•* in a pair of panniers, before I had perfectly acquired 
** the habit of carrying my own weight with fleadi- 
** nefs and dexterity. By hard fare and ill treatment, 
** I quickly became blind J and. when the family, t() 
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** which I belonged, went into their winter-quarters 
in Norwood, I was flaked as a bet againft a couple 
of geefe, which had been found by a fellow who 

" came by, driving before him two of my brethren, 
whom he had overloaded with bags of fand : a half- 
penny was thrown up j and to the inexpreflible in- 

** creafe of my calamity, the dealer in fand was the 






44 



*' winner. 



** When I came to town, I was harneffed with my 
** two wretched affociates to a cart, in which my new 
** mafler had piled up his commodity till it would hold 
" no more. The load was fo difproportionate to our 
" ftrength, that it was with the utmoft difficulty and 
" labour dragged very (lowly over the rugged pave- 
" ment of the flreets, in which every flone was an al- 
** moft infuperable obflacle to our progrefs. One 
** morning very early, as we were toiling up Snow- 
** Hill with repeated efforts of ftrength, that was fti- 
** mulated even to agony, by the inceffant ftrokes of a 
** whip, which had already laid our loins hare even to- 
" the bone^ it happened, that being placed in the 
*• (hafts, and the weight prefTmg hard upon me, 1 fell 
** down. Our driver regarded my misfortune, not 
** with pity but rage : and the moment he turned 
" about he threw a (lick with fuch violence at my 
. ** head, that it forced out my eye, and pa(nng through 
** the focket into the brain, I was inftantly difmiffed 
** from that mifery,the comparifon of which with my 
" prefent (late conditutes great part of its felicity. 
^ But you, furely, if I may judge by your (latute, and 
" the elegance of your make, was among the fa- 
** vGuritcs of mankind j you was placed in a higher 
^ and a happier ftation ; you was not the (lave of in- 

" digence, 
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•• digence, but the pride of greatnefs 5 your labour 
** was fport, and your reward was triumph, eaib/plcn- 
" ty and attendance," 

** It is true," replied the Steed, " I was a fa- 
** vourile } T}ut what avails it to be the favourite of 
** caprice, avarice and barbarity ? My tyrant was a. 
** wretch, who had gained a confiderable fortune by 
*' play, particularly by racing. I had won him many 
** large fums 5 but being at length excepted out of 
•* every match, as having no equal, he regarded even 
" my excellence with malignity, when it was no Ion- 
" gee fubfervient to his interefl. Yet I ftill lived in 
^* eafe and plenty ^ and as he was able to fell even 
** my pleafurcs, though my labour was become ufelefs, 
" I had a fcraglio in which there wa^ a perpetual fuc- 
•* ceiiion of new beauties^ At laft, however, another 
•* competitor appeared : I enjoyed a new triumph by 
" anticipation j I rufhed into the field, panting for the 
'^ conquefl ^ and the firft heat I put my mailer in pof- 
'^ feffion of the flakes, which amounted to ten thoufand 
" pounds. The proprietor of the mare that I had dif- 
** tanced, notwithftanding the difgrace, declared witk 
^ great zeal, that (he fhould run the next day againil 
** any gelding in the world for double the fum ; my 
** mailer immediately accepted the challenge, and told 
** him, that he would the next day produce a gelding 
*• that fhould beat her : but what was my aflonifhment 
•* and indignation, when I difcovered that he rtoft 
** cruelly and fraudulently intended to qualify me for 
** this match upon the fpot j and to facrificc my life 
** at the very moment in which every nerve fhould be 
*• ftiained in his fcrvice ! 
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^ As I knew it would be in vain to refift, I fuffered 
^' myfelf to be bound : the operation was performed, 
^ and I was inflantly mounted andfpurred on to the goaU 
'* Injured as I was, the love of glory was ftill fuperior 
*' to the deHre of revenge : I determined to die as I 
^* had lived, withbut an equal ) and having again won 
^* the race, I funk down al a poft in an agony, which 
** foon after put an end to my life,** 

When I had heard this horrid narrative, which indeed 
I remembered to be true, I turned about in honed con- 
fuiion, and blu(hed that I was a man. But my reflec- 
tions were interrupted by the notes of a blackbird, 
who was iinging the flciry of his own fate with a melo- 
dy that irrefiftably compelled my attention. By this 
gentle and harmonious being, I was not treated with 
equal contempt ^ he perceived that I liflened with cu- 
riofity, and interrupting his fong, *' Stranger,** fays he, 
*^ though I am, as thou feeH, in the fields of Elyfium, 
*^ yet my happinefs is not complete ^ my mate is fliU 
*^ expofed to the miferies of mortality, and I am flill 
** vulnerable in her. O ! flranger, to bribe thy friend- 
" {hip, if perad venture it may reach my love, I will 
*' gratify the curiofity with which thy looks inquire 
** after me. I fell by the unprovoked enmity of man, 
" in that feafon when the didlates of nature are love. 
*• But let not my cenfure be univerfal j for as the ele- 
** gy which I fing, was written by a human being, eve- 
^' ry human being, is not deflitute of compafCon, nor 
** deaf to the language in which our joys and fears are 
^* expreffed.'* He then, after a fweet though (hort 
prelude, made the grove again echo with his fong. 

The 
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it The fiin had chacM the winter^t (how. 
And kindly loos'd the froft-bound foil > 
The melting ftreams began to flow. 
And plowmen urgM their annual toil* 

>• Twas then amid the rernal throng, 

Whom nature wakes to mirth and love^ 
A blackbird raisM his am Vous fong. 
And thus it echoM through the grove. 

** O ! faireft of the feathered train, 
** For whom I fing, for whom I bum ; 

" Attend with pity to my drain, 
** And gnant my love a kind return. 

" Sec, fee, the winter's ftorms are flown, 

** And Zephyrs gently fan the air ! 
^ Let us the genial influence own, 

** Let us the vernal paflime (hare, * 

" The raven plumes his jetty wing, * 

** To pleafe his croaking paramour ^ 
" The larks refponfive love-tales fing, 

** And tell their paHions as they foar. * 

" But truft me, love, the raven's wing 

^ Is not to be compared with mine ', 
** Nor can the lark fo fwectly fing 

"As I, who (bength with fweetnefs join. 

" With thee I'll prove the fweets of love, 
'* With thee divide the cares of life $ 



/ 
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^* No fonder hufband in the grove, 
*' Nor none than thee a happier wife. 

•* I'll lead thee to the cleareft rill, 

" Whofe dreams among the pebbles flray ; 

*' There will we fit and fip our fill, 
" Or on the flow*ry border play. 

** I'll guide thee to the thickeft brake, 
** Impervious to the fchool-boy's eye : 

•* For thee the plafter'd neft I'll make, 
" And on thy downy pinions lie, 

*' To get thee food I'll range the fields, 
" And cull the beft of every kind j 

** Whatever uature's bounty yields, 
^ Or love's ailiduous care can find. 

" And when my lovely mate would ftray,^ 
** To tafte the fummer's fweets at large, 

** At home I'll wait the live-long day, 
'' And tend at home our infant charge. 

*' When prompted by a mother's care 

" Thy warmth fhall form th'imprifon'd youngs 

♦* With thee the talk I'U fondly ihare, 
**" Or cheer thy labours with my fong." 

He ceas'd his fong. The melting dame 

With tender pity heard his drain j 
She felt, (he own'd a mutual flame. 

And haften'd to relieve his pahu. 
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He led her to the nuptial bower, 

And neftled clofely to her fide, 
The happieft bridegroom in that hour^ 

And (he the mod enamourM bride. 

Next mom he wakM her with a fong— • 

*• Arife ! behold the new-born day ! 
•* The lark his martin peal has rung j 

" Arife, my love, and come away !'* 

Togother through the fields they ilray'd, 

And to the verdant riv'let's fide, 
RenewM their vows, and hopp'd and play'd',, 

With honeft joy and decent pride. 

But O ! my mufe with pain relates 

The mournful fequel of my tale : 
Sent by an order of the fates 

A gunner met them in the vale. 

AlarmM, the lover cry'd, " My dear, 
" Hade, hafle away j from danger fly ! 

" Here, gunner, turn thy vengeance, here !. 
** O ! fpare my love, and let me die.'* 

At him the gunner took his aim ^ 

The aim he took was much too true} 
O ! had he chofe fome other game, 

Or fliot as he had usM to do* ! 

IMvided pair ! forgive the wrong. 

While I with tears your fate rehearfe j 

m 

^ Never hariog killed any tluDg\>c£oT« ot ^^v^ 
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111 Join tte widow's plaintire fong, 
And fave the lover in my vcrfe. 

The emotions wliich this fong produced in mj bofbm, 
twaked me ^ and I immediately recolle6Wd, that, while 
I (lept, my imagination had ]:epeated ** an elegy occa^- 
** iioned by (hooting a blackbird on Valentine's-day,'* 
which had a £ew days before been communicated to me 
by a gentleman, who is nqt only eminent for tafle,. H- 
terature and virtue, but for his zeal in defence of that 
peligion, which moil flrongly inculcates compaflion to 
inferior natures, by the example of its Divine Author, 
who gave the moft flupendous proof of his cosnpaflioxir 
i^r ours. 



Vfc. 
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Ptthag. ap. LoNoiR, 

Pythagoras being afked in what man could refemble 
the Divinity, juilly anfwcred, " in beneficence and 
truth.'* 

In the Perfian chromcle of the five hundred and thir- 
teenth year of the Heigyra, 
it is thus written. 

Of the Letter of Cosrou the Iman. 

It pleafed our mighty fovereign Abbas Carafcan, from 
whon^ the kings of the earth derive honour and domi- 
nion, to fet Mirza, his fervant over the province of 
Tauris. In the hand of Mirza, the balance of diflri* 
bution was fufpended with impartiality ; and under his 
adminiftration the weak were proticded, the learned re- 
ceived honour, and the diligent became rich : 
Mirza, therefore, was beheld by every eye with com- 
placency, and every tongue pronounced bleflings upon 
his head. £ut it was obferved that he derived no joy 
from the benefits which he dififufed : he became pen- ' 
five and melancholy ^ he fpent his leifure in folitude ; 
in his palace he fat motionlefs upon a fofa : and when 
he went out, his walk was flow, and his eyes were fixed 
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upon tHe ground : he applied to the bufinefs of flate 
with relu6lance ^ and refolved to relinquifb the toil of 
government^ of which he could no longer enjoy the re- 
ward. 

He, therefore, obtained permifHon to approach the 
throne of our fovereign ^ and being afked what was his 
requeft, he made this reply I " May the Lord of the 
** world forgive the flave whom he has honoured, if 
** Mirza prefume again to lay the bounty of Abbas at 
^' his feet. Thou haft given me the dominion of a 
^ country, fruitful as the gardens of Damafcus ^ and a. 
** city, glorious above all others, except that only 
*' which refleds the fplendor of thy prefence. But the* 
*' longed life is a period fcarce fufilcient to prepare foUf 
*^ death : all other buHnefs is vain and trivial, as the 
*^ toil of emmets in the path of the traveller, imder 
** whofe foot they perifti for ever j and all enjoyment 
^' is unfubftantial and evanefcent, as the colours of the 
^ bow that appear in the interval of a florm. Suffer 
** me, therefore, to prepare for the approach of etcr- 
** nity J let me give up my foul to meditation : let fo- 
*^ litude and iilence acquaint me with the myfteries of 
" devotion 5 let me forget the world, and by the world 
** be forgotten, tiil the moment arrives, in which the 
" veil of eternity fhall fall, and I fhall be found at the 
" bar of the Almighty." Mirza then bowed himfelfto 
the earth, and flood filent. 

By the command of Abbas it is recorded, that at 
thefe words he trembled upon that throne, at the foot- 
flool of which the world pays homage: he looked 
round upon his nobles j but every countenance was 
pale, and every eye was upon the earth. No man 

opened 
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opened his mouth ^ and the king firil broke £lence, af- 
ter it had continued near an hour. 

" Mirza, terror and doubt are come upon me. I am 
** alarmed, as a man who luddenly perceives that he 19 
*' near the brink of a precipice, and is urged forward 
" by an irreliflible force : but yet I know not, whe- 
** ther my danger is a reality or a dream. I am as 
** thou art, a reptile of the earth ^ my life is a mo- 
** ment, and eternity, in which days and years and ages 
" are nothing, eternity is before me, for which I alfa 
** fhould prepare : hut by whom then muft the faithful 
'* be governed ? by thofe only who have no fear of 
** judgment ? by thofe only, whofe life is brutal, be- 
** caufe like brutes they do not confider that they (hall 
** die ? Or who, indeed, are the Faithful ? Are the bu- 
** fy multitudes that croud the city, in a flate of per- 
** dition ? and is the cell of the Dervife alone the gate 
*' of paradife ? To all, the life of a Dervife is not pof^ 
'^ fible : to all, therefore, it cannot be a duty. Depart 
** to the houfe which has in this city been prepared 
*^ for thy refidence : I will meditate the reafon of thy 
*^ requefl ^ and may he who illuminates the mind of 
•• the humble, enable me to determine with wifdom.'* 
Mirza departed^ and on the third day having re- 
ceived no command, he again requeued an audience, 
and it was granted. When he entered the royal pre^ 
fence, his countenance appeared more cheerful y he 
drew a letter from his bofom, and having kified it, he 
prcfented it with his right hand. " My Lord," faid 
he, ** I have learned by this letter, which I received 
. " from Cofrou the Iman, who now ftands before thee, 
^' in what manner life may be bed improved. I am en« 
^' abled ta look back with pleafure, and fotYi^xd Ww^cw 
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'* hope ; and I (hall now rejoice dill to be the (hadoW 
** of thy power at Tauris, and to keep thofe honours 
" which I fo lately wifhed to refign." The king, who 
had liftened to Mirza with a mixture of furprize and 
curiofity, immediately gave the letter to Cofrou, and 
commanded that it ihould be read. The eyes of the 
court were at once turned upon the hoary fage, whofe 
countenance was fuffufed with an honeH blufh ^ and it 
was not without fome Jieiitation that he read thefe 
words : 

*^ To Mirza, who the wifdom of Abbas our mighty 
*^ Lord has honoured with dominion , be everlafling 
** health ! When I heard thy purpofe to withdraw the 
^ bleffings of thy government from the thoufands of 
** Tauris, my heart was wounded with the arrow of 
** afflidlion, and my eyes became dim with forrow. 
V But who (hall fpeak b^efore the king, when he is 
** troubled ^ and who (hall boaft of knowledge, when 
^* he is diilrcffed by doubt ? To thee I will relate the 
^* events of my youth, which thou haft renewed before 
*^ me^ and thofe truths which they taught me, may 
** the Prophet multiply to thee. 

*' Under the inflru6^ion of the phy(ician Aluzar, I 
^^ obtained an early knowledge of his art. To thofe 
** who were fmitten with difeafe, I could adminifter 
^ plants, which the fun has impregnated with the fpi- 
** rit of health. But the fcenes of pain, languor, and 
" mortality, which were perpetually rifing before me, 
** made me often tremble for myfelf. I faw the grave 
•* open at n^ feet : I determined, therefore, to con- 
** template only the regions beyond' it, and to defpifc 
** every acquidtion which I could not keep. I con- 
* ceived an opinion, that as there was no merit but in. 

'* voluntary 
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** voluntary poverty, and filent meditation, thofe who 
" defired money were not proper objefts of bounty, 
** and that by all who were proper objedls of bounty, 
** money was defpifed. I therefore buried mine in the 
** earth j and renouncing fociety, I wandered into a 
** wild and fe^ueftered part of the country : my dwel- 
** ling was a cave by the fide of a hill, I drank the run- 
** ning water from the fpring, and eat fuch fruits and 
** herbs as I could find. To increafe the anflerity of 
** my life, I frequently watched all night, fitting at the 
** entrance of the cave with my face to the eaft, re- 
figning myfelf to the fecret influences of the Pro- 
phet, and expelling illuminations from above. One 
morning after my no6lurnal vigil, juft as I perceived 
the horizon glow at the approach of the fun, the 
power of fleep became irrefiflible, and I funk under 
** it. I imagined myfelf flill fitting at the entrance of 
** mj cell I that the dawn increafed ^ and that as I look* 
** cd eameftly for the firft beam of day, a dark fpot ^p- 
^* peared to intercept it. I perceived that it was in 
** motion ^ it increafed in fize as it drew near, .and at 
** length I difcovered it to be an eagle. I flill kept 
** my eye fixed (ledfaftly upon it, and faw it alight at 
** a fmall difiance, where I now defcri^d a fox, whofe 
^ two fore-legs appeared to be broken. Before this 
** fox the eagle laid part of a kid, which, (he had 
brought in her talons, and then difappeared. When 
I awaked I laid my forehead upon the ground, and 
bleffed the Prophet for the inilrudion of the morn- 
*^ ing. I reviewed my dream,, and faid thus to myfelf : 
" Cofrou, thou haft done well to renounce the tumult, 
*' the bufinefs, and the vanities of life ^ but thou haft as 
" yet only done it in part : thou art ftiU every day 

7 ^^ \i\vSv^^ 
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** bufied in the fearch of food j thy mind is not wholly 
** at reft, neither is thy truft in Providence complete. 
" What art thou taught by this vifion ? If thou bait 
^' feen an eagle commilHoned by Heaven to feed a Fox 
*^ that is lame, (hall not the hand of Heaven alfo fup- 
** ply thee with food j when that which prevents thee 
** from procuring it for thyfelf, is not neceflity, but 
*' devotion ? I was now fo confident of a miraculous 
** fupply, that I neglefted to walk out for my repaft, 
** which, after the firft day, I expeded with an impa- 
" tience that left me little power of attending to any 
** other objeft : this impatience, however, I laboured 
** to fupprefs, and perfifted in my refolution j but my 
** eyes at length began to fail me, and my knees fmote 
** each other j I threw myfelf backward, and hoped 
** my weaknefs would foon increafe to infenfibility, 
^* But I was fuddenly rouzed by the voice of an invi- 
** fible being, who pronounced thefe words :" Cofrou, 
I am the angel, who, by the command of the Almigh- 
ty, have regiftered the thoughts of thy heart, which I 
am now commiflioned to reprove- While thou waft 
-attempting to become wife above that which is reveal- 
ed, thy folly has perverted the inftrudion which was 
vouchfafed thee. Art thou difabled as the Fds ? haft 
jthou not rather the powers of the Eagle ? Arife, let 
the Eagle be the objed of thy emulation. To pain 
and ficknefs, be thou again the melTenger of eafe and 
health. Virtue is not reft, but adion. If thou doft 
good to man, as an evidence of thy love to God, thy 
virtue will be exalted from moral to divine ^ and that 
happinefs which is the pledge of Paradife, will be thy 
reward upon earth. 

" At 
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*^ At thefe words I was not lefs aflonifhed than if a 
^ mountain had been overturned at my feet ^ I hum* 
** bled myfelf in the dufl ^ I returned to the city ^ I dug 
*^ up my treafure *, I was liberal, yet I became rich, 
'* My fkill in reftoring health to the body, gave mc 
** frequent opportunities of curing the difeafes of the 
** foul. I put on the facred veflments ^ I grew emi- 
*^ nent beyond my merit ^ and it was the pleasure of 
'* the king that J fhould fland before him^ Now, 
'^ therefore, be not offended ^ I boait of no knowledge 
** that I have not reecived^ as the fands of the defert 
** drink up the drops of rain, or the dew of the moriv- 
** ing J fo do I alfo, who am but duft, imbibe the in- 
** ftrudlions of the Prophet. Believe then that it is he 
** who tells thee, all knowledge is prophane, which 
** terminates in thyfelf 5 and by a life wafled in fpecu- 
** lation, little even of this can be gained. When the 
** gates of Paradife are thrown open before thee, thy 
" mind fhall be irradiated in a moment : here thou 
" canfl little more than pile error upon error j there 
thou|(halt build truth upon truth. Wait, therefore, for 
the glorious vifion ^ and in the mean time emulate 
** the Eagle. Much is in thy power : and, therefore, 
** much is expeded of thee. Though the Almighty 
** only can give virtue, yet, as a prince, thou mayeft 
" ftimulatc thofie to beneficence, who a61 from no high- 
** er motive than immediate interefl : thou canfl not 
" produce the principle, but mayeft enforce the prac- 
** tice. The relief of the poor is equal, whether they 
*' receive it from oftentation or charity j and the effeft 
" of example is the fame, whether it be intended to 
** obtain the favour of G,od or man. Let thy virtue 
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V be thus diffbftd ', an^ if thou believeft with rere* 
^ rence, thou (halt be accepted above. Farewell. 
'^ Maj the imile of Him who refides in the Heaven of 
*^ Heavens, be upon thee ! and againft thy name in the 
^' volume of His will, may happinefs be written !" 

The king, whofe doubts like thofe of Mirza wero 
now removed, looked up with a fmile that communi- 
cated the joy of his mind. He difinifTed the prince to 
his government ^ and commanded thefe events to be 
recorded, to the end that pofterity may know, *^ that 
*^ no life is pleaiing to God, but that which is ufeful 
** to mankind 1" 



No. XXXIX. Tuefday, March 20. 1753. 



Avmn^s Mtfutrtu. Hotf. 

Pallas pourM fwect {lumbers on his foul j 
And balmy dreams, the gift of foft repofe, 
CalmM all his pains, and banifhM all his woes. 

Pop I. 

If every day did not produce fre(h inllances of the In** 
gratitude of mankind, we might, perhaps, be at a loft, 
why fo liberal and impartial a bene&£tor as fleep^ 
fliould meet with fo few hiftorians or panegyrifls. 

Writers 



No. XXXIX. THE ADVENTTTRML. Ig 

Writers arc fo totally abforbcd by the bufinefs of the 
day, as never to turn their attention to that power 
whofe ofHcioas hand fo feafonably fufpends the burden 
•f life 'y and without whofe interpofition, man would 
not be able to endure the fatigue of labour, however 
rewarded, or the druggie with oppofition, however 
fuccefsful. 

Night, though (he divides to many the longed part 
of life, and to almoft all the mofl innocent and 
happy, is yet unthankfuUy ncglcfted, except by thofe 
who pervert her gifts. 

The aftronomers, indeed, expe6l her with inpa- 
tience, and felicitate themfelvcs upon her arrival 5 Fon- 
tenelle has not failed to celebrate her praifes ^ and to 
chide the fun for hiding from his view the worlds, 
which he imagines to appear in every conflellation. 
Nor have the poets been always deficient in her praifes : 
Milton has obferved of the Kight, that it is " the 
** pleafant time, the cool, the filent.'* 

Thefe men may, indeed, well be expelled to pay par- 
ticular homage to Night ^ fince they are indebted to 
her, not only for ceiTation of pain, but increafe of plea- 
fure 5 not only for (lumber, but for knowledge. But 
the greater part of her avowed votaries arc the fons of 
luxury J who appropriate to feftivity the hours defign- 
ed for reil j who coniider the reign of pleafure as com- 
mencing, when day begins to withdraw her bufy 
multitudes, and ceafes to diffipate attention by intrufive 
and unwelcome variety 5 who begin to awake to joy^ 
when the reft of the world (inks into infcnfibility j and 
revel in the foft effluence of flattering and artificial 
lights, which " more (hadowy fet oft* the faoe of things." 

Vol. II. B . Withor- 
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Without touclung upon the fatal confequences of « 
cuftom, which, as Ramazzini obferves, will be for ever 
cbhdemned, and for ever retained ^ it may be obferved, 
that however flecp may be put off from time to time, 
yet the demand is of fo importcmate a nature^ as not to 
remain long unfatisfied : and if, as feme have done, we 
confider it as the tax of life, we cannot but obferve it 
as a tax that mnk be paid, unlefs we could ceafe to be 
men ^ for Alexander declared, that nothing convinced \ 
him that he was not a Divinity, but his not being able 
to live without ileep. 

To live without fleep in our prefent fluduating date, 
however defirable it might feem to the lady in Clelia, 
can furely be the wlfh only of the young or the igno-r 
rant j to every one eke, a perpetual vigil will appear 
to be a date of wretchednefs, fecond only to that of the 
miferable beings, whom Swift has in his travels fo ele- 
gantly defcribed, as " fupremely cmrfed wijh immortg- 
** lity." 

Sleep is neceffary to the happy, to, prevent fatiety, 
and to endear life by aihort abfence^ and to the mifer- 
able, to relieve them by intervals of quiets Life is to 
mod, fuch as could not be endured without frequent 
intermiflions of exiflence : Homely therefore, has 
thought it an odice worthy of the goddefs of wifilom^ 
to lay Ulyfles afleep when landed on Phseaci^ 

It is related of Barretier, whpGe early advances in 
literature fcarce any human mind has equalled, that he 
fpent twelve hours of the four and twenty in deep ; yet 
this appears, from the bad date of his health, and the 
ftiortnefs of his life, to have be^n too fmal^a refpitefoy 
a mind fo vigproufly and intehfely employed : it is to 
be regretted, therefore, that he did not exercife his 

mindp 
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mind letTs, and jbis body more ^ fince by this means It is 
higUy lonobable, that tbou^ be would not then h&ve 
siftcBxtihed vnth. the blaze of a comet, be would yet have 
ibaoe witfh the permanent Ta(tianc« of a fixed flan 
• ISxn .firoaM :it .be ^bjedted, tbcct idiere have been 
many men wbo daily fpent fifteen or fifteen hours in 
fiudy : for by feme of whom this is ^reported, it has 
never been -done ^ others have done itifor a fiiort time 
only^ ftndt)f tbe^eft it appears, that they employed, 
their minds in '£uA opexatioBS as -required neither ce- 
lerity aor iftrength, in the low drudgery of coUatin^r 
cnpieSy comparing authorities, digeftiiig didlionaries, or 
acoumolating compilations. 

^ Men of iliidy and imagination are frequently up- 
braided by the induftrious and plodding (bns of care, 
with pRiHng too great a part of their life in a ftate of 
iiia£lion. fint the& defiers of Sleep feem not to re* 
member, that though it mud be granted them that 
they are crawling about before the break of day, it can 
feldom be.&id that they are perfedly awake ; they ex- 
hauft no fpirits, and require no repairs ^ but lie torpid 
as a toad in marble, or at leail are known to live only 
by an inert and duggiih loco-^mbtive facuhy, and may 
belaid, like a wounded fnake, to ^^drag their .flaw 
.** length along.** 

Man has been long known among ^hilofophers, by 
the appeillation of the microcofm^ or epitome of the 
world : the refembknce between the :great and little 
w«rld might, by a rational obferver, be 'detailed to 
many particulars ^ and tormany more by a fanciful fpe- 
«ulatift. I know not in wbidh of tfaefe two clafies I 
(hall be ranged ior obferving, that as the total quanti- 
ty of light and darknels allotted in the courfe of the 

B 2 -^^^x 
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year to every region of the earth, is the fame, though 
diflributed at various times and in different portions ^ 
fo, perhaps, to each individual of the human fpecies, 
nature has ordained the fame quantity of wakefiilnefi 
and deep ^ tlibugh divided by fome into a total quie(^ 
cence and vigorous exertion of their faculties, and 
blended by others in a kind of tvvilight of exiftenc^, i& 
a ftate between dreaming and reafoning, in which they 
cither think without adion, or aft without thought. 

The poets are generally well affeded to Sleep: as 
men who think with vigour, they require refpite from 
thought ^ and gladly reiign themfelves to that gentle 
power, who not only beftows reft, but frequently leads 
them to happier regions, where patrons are always 
kind, and audiences are always candid, where they are 
feafted in the bowers of imagination, and crowned with 
flowers divefted of ^heir prickles, and laurels of ua» 
fiading verdure. 

The more refined and penetrating part of mankind, 
who take wide furveys of the wijds of life, who fee 
the innumerable terrors and diftreffes that are perpe- 
tually preying on the heart of man, and difcem with 
unhappy pcrfpic'uity calamities yet latent in their cau- 
fes, are glad .to clofe their eyes upon the gloomy pro- 
fpeft, and lofe in a (hoft infenfibility, the remembrance 
of others miferies and their own. The hero has no 
higher hope,, than that, after having routed legions 
jafter legions, and added kingdom to kingdom, he ihaU 
retire to milder happinefs, and clofe his days in focial 
feftivity. The wit or the fage can exped no greater 
happinefs, than that, after having harraffed his reafon in 
deep refearcheSy and fatigued his &hcy in boundlefs 

•xcurfions 
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excurfionsy he fhall fink at night in the tranquillity of 
Sleep. 

The poets, among all thofe that enjoy the blefTings 
ef Sleep; have been lead afhamed to acknowledge their 
benefadior. How much Statins confidered the evils 
of life as aiTuaged and foftened by the balm of flumber, 
we may difcover by that pathetic invpcation, which 
Be poured out in his waking nights : and that Cowley, 
among the other felicities of his darling folitude, did 
Bot forget to number the privilege of fleeping without 
difturbance, we may learn from the rank that he afligns 
among the gifts of nature to the poppy ; *^ which is 
^ lesttered/* fays he, '^ over the fields of com, that all 
^ the needs of man may be eafily fatisfied, and that 
-^ bread imd deep may be found together.'' 



.1 



Siquis mvi/um Cer^ri hnigaaf 
Meputai germen^ vebementer errat ^ 
lUa me in partem rec^ii libenter 

Fertiiit agri. 
Meque firumeiaumque Jimul per omnes 
Confulens mundo Deafpargit oras ;. 
Crefcke^ 0! dixit ^ duo magna fuften* 

taenia vitce. 
CarpCy nwrtmlis^ mea dona Icttus^ 
Carpe^ necpiantas alias require^, 
Sedfitur panis^fatur et foporis^ 

Cteterafperne: 
He wildly errs who thinks I yield^ 
Precedence in the well-cloath'd field,. 

Tho' mixed with wheat I grow : 
Ixidulgent Ceres knew my worth, 
And to adorn the teeming earthy 
She bade the Poppy blow. 



30 T»H 'ADVKNTiniER. NOw XXXiX. 

Nor vainly gay the fight to pkafe. 
But bleft with power mankind to cafe, 

The Goddefs faw me rife : 
" Thrive with the lifjp-fupporting grain,** 
She cry*d, *'*^ the folace of the fwain, 

** Th« cordial of his eyes* 
" Seize, happy m' rtal, feize the good : 
" My hand fupplie^^thy fleep and food, 

" And xiisdLes thee truly bleft: 
** With plenteous meals enjoy the day, 
*' In fltmibers pafs the night aw^y, 
^ And leare to fate the seiH.** C B» 

'^ Skep, therefore, st th« clliel of all eoM^ hleSmgij 
is juftly apjpropriated ta ladoHry aad Mnpctaace ^ thb 
refirefhing reft, and the peaceful night, are the portion 
pnly of him who lits down we3»*y witK boBcft labour, 
and free from the fames of isdrgefted htxery ^ it is the 
juft doom of lazinefs anct gluttonyi to he inadive with- 
out cafe, and drowfy without tranquillity. 

Sleep has been often nentione^ as the image of 
death j " fo liKe it,** fays Sir Thomas Brown, ** that 
** I dare not truft it without my prayera:*^ their re- 
femblance is, indeed, apparent and ftriking ; they both, 
when they fcize the body, leave th^ foul at liberty j 
and wife is he that remembers of both^ that they caa 
be f»fe and happy only by Virtue. 
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Sohnte tantis animum monjlris^ 

Solvite^ Sy fieri \ re^m i/f mfiittt 

Vertite menttim. Sen. 

O ! fave^ ye Gods ommpoteat and kmd| 
From feck abhoxrM cliiineraft fave the mind ! ■ 
la truth's ftrait path no hideous moafters roar ^ 
To troths ilrait path the urand^riag mind reftore. 

JL WENT a few dsys ago to vifit a friend, whofe under* 
flandiBg is fo much difordered by an injudicious appli- 
cation to ftttdy, that he has been iome time confined in 
a madhoufe. Kis tmagination was always remarkably 
vigcHTous, and Us judgment far Irom contemptible : but 
having refolved to admit no propofition which he could 
not demonftrate to be tru^ and to proceed in no in- 
quiry till he had perfedlly levelled the path before himj 
his progrefs was prefently flopped, and his mind con- 
tinued fixed upon problems, which no human abilities 
can folve, till its obje6l became confufed, and he mif- 
took for realities the illuiions of fancy. 

The unequal diilribution of good and evil, the fuffer- 
ings of virtue, and the enjoyments of vice, had long 
bulled and perplexed his underAanding : he could not 

B 4 difcover 
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difcovery v/hj a being to whom all things are poflible^ 
ihould leave moral agents expofed to accidental happi^ 
nefs and mifery ^ why a child often languifhes under 
difeafes which are derived from a parent, and a parent 
fuffers yet keener anguifh by the rebelUojus ingratitude 
of a child 5 why the tenderefl affedion is often abufed 
by the negleft of indifference, or the infults of bruta- 
lity J and why vice has external advantages put into, 
her power, which virtue is compelled to renounce. 

He coniidered thefe phengmena a$ blemiihes in the- 
moral fyflem, and could not fupprefs romantic wiflies to< 
fee them removed. Thefe wiihes he bow believes ta 
be in fome degree accomplilhed ; for he conceives him«. 
felf tranfported to another planet, peopled with beings, 
like himfelf, and governed by fuch laws as human, 
pride has often dilated to Divine Wifdom for the go« 
Terjiment of the earth ; he fancies too,, that he is at-. 
tended by a being of a fuperior order, who has been com- 
manded to take charge of him during his excuriion^ 
And he fays the name af this being is Azail. But noU 
withflanding thefe extravagancies, he will fome times 
•reafon with great fubtilty ^ and perfedly comprehends 
the force of any ^gum^ent that is brought againfl him, 
though the next moment he will be wandering in the. 
mazes of phrenzy, or bufied to accompliib fome trifling 
or ridiculous purpofe. 

When I entered his room, he was fitting in a con-- 
templative pofture, with his eyes fixed upon the ground : 
he juft glanced them upon me 5 but as I perceived that 
his imagination was bufy, I was not willing to interrupt- 
it by the intrufion of foreign ideas 5 I therefore feated 
myfelf near him, withjout fpeaking a word y and after 
he had continued in his reverie near a quarter of an 

hour- 
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Hour, lie rofe up, and feemed by his geflures to take 
leave of fome inviiible gueft, whom with great cere- 
mony he attended to the door. When he returned, he 
addrefled me with his ufual formality : and without ex- 
preffing any ciiriofity to know How I had followed him 
into a region fo remote and difficult of accefs, he be- 
gan to acquaint me with alt that bad paffed in his ima- 
gination; 

** Azail,"*faid he, " has juft promifed, that he will 
*• to-morrow remove me from this folitary retirement 
** to the metropolis 5 where the advantages that arifc 
'* from a perfedi coincidence of the natural and the 
^ moral world, will be more apparent and ftriking : 
** he tells me, that you have been abroad with him this 
** morning, and have made fome difcoveries which you 
** are to communicate to me. Come, I know that you 
" find this world very different from that which you 
** left : ther6, all is confufion and deformity ^ good and 
** evil feem to be diftributed not by defign, but by 
*^ chance j and religion is not founded oa reaf6n> but- 
" faith : herc^ all is order, harmony, and beauty : vice 
** itfelf is only a deep fhadow that gives llrength and 

elegance to other figures in the moral -pi £ldre: rhap- 

pinefs does, indeed, in fome degree depend upon ex- 
■** ternals j but even external' advantages are the ap- 
** pendages of virtue: every jnan fpontaneoufiy believes 
" the reftitnde which he fees, and rejoices that a blind 
♦* aflentto^ropofitions which contxadi& his experience 
*• is not exafted." 

To this addrefs I was at a lofs how to^reply 5 but 
fome time was h&ppily allowed me for recoUeftion by, 
my friend, who having now exhaufted;his ideas, lighted 
arf ipe o£ tobacco, and reCgned himfelf again to medi- 

B 5 ** tatioa 
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** tatioiu In this mtenral I determined to accozamo- 
date myfclf to his conceptions, and try what could be 
f ffeded bj decorating feme arguments with the machi- 
nery of his fancy. 

** If Azail,'^ (fid I, *^ has referred you to me, I will 
*\ readily gratify your curiofity : but for my own part 
^' I am more and more difgufted with this place, and I 
'* (hall rejoice when I return to our own World. We 
'^ have, I confefs, be^n abroad this morning) but 
*' though the weather, as you fee, is fine, and the 
^^ country pleafant, yet I have great reafon to be dif* 
" fatisfied with my walk. This, as you have remarked^ 
" is a retired part of the country : my difcbveries, 
** therefore with refpedl to the people^ have been few : 
^' and till to-day, I have feen no objed that has much 
^' excited my curiofity, or could much contribute tO' 
^' my information : but jufl as we had croffed the third 
^* field from the houfe, I difcovered a man lying near 
'' the path, who feemed to be perifhing with difeafe 
** and want ) as we approached, he looked up at us 
'* with an afpe6l that exprefied the utmoit diflre^ but 
*^ no expedlation of relief : the filent complaint which 
" yet fcarce implied a petition, melted my heart with 
*^ pity 'y I ran to him, and gently ralfing him from the 
*' ground, inquired how I could be employed to aflift 
'' him : the man gazed at me with aflonifhment ^ and 
"* while he was making an effort to fpeak, Azail fud* 
" denly forced me ftrom him.'' Supprefs thy pity, faid 
he, for it is impious : and forbear attempts of relief, 
for they are vain : haft thou forgot, that happinefs and 
mifery are here exactly proportioned to virtue and vice j 
and, therefore, that to alleviate the mifery, or iucreafe 

'the 
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ikt happiojeft, is to deUxoy tlie equipoile of the balance, 
aadt to ceuBterwork the defigns of Heaven ? 

*^ I fek the focce of this reproof ^ and turning my 
^ eyes from an objed which I could not behold with- 
** out anguilh, I icon difcovered another peribn ftanding 
^^ at feme diftance, and looking towards us : bis fea- 
*^ turef were fixed in the dead calm of indil^rence, 
^ an4 exprefled neither plealbro nor pain : I, there- 
** fore, inquired of A«ail, to what moral clafs he be- 
** longed 5 what were his virtues, paffiont, enjoyments, 
** and expeAations/* 

The man, faid Azail, "who is the fubje^ of thy in- 
quiry, has not deferved, and, therefore, does not fufFcr 
poiitive pain, either of body or mind : he poffefles eafe 
and health, and enjoys the temperate gratification of 
his natural appetites ^ this temperance is his virtue, and 
this enjoyment its reward. He is deftitute of whatever 
is diflinguifhed ypon earth by the name of Kind Af- 
fe^ions or Social- Virtue : the kind affe^ions would 
render his happinefs dependent upon others ^ and the 
exercife of focial Virtue prefuppofes the happinefs of 
others to be dependent upon him. Eveiy individual is 
here a kind of fcparate fyftem : among thefe there can 
be neither pity nor relief, neither bounty nor gratitude. 
To clothe the naked, to feed the hungry, 'and tq com- 
fort the affli^led, can be duties to thofe only, who are 
placed where the account of Providence with Vice and 
Virtue is kept open, and the mite Qf human benevo- 
lence may be accepted for either ^ as the balance is 
deferred till hereafter, and will at laft be il^ted with 
the utmoft precifion and impartiality. If thefe beingsr 
are intended for a future ftate, it is not requiiite they 
ihould'know. it j the Deity would be juftified, if they* 

B 4 ihould 
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fhould lofe exiflence and life together^ Hope and fear 
are not necefTary to adjufl the fcale of diflributlve juf*^ 
tice, or to deter them from obtaining private gratifi- 
cations at the expence of others ; for over the happi- 
Befs of others they have no power : their expe6lationSy 
therefore, are bounded by the grave ^ apd any calamity 
that would afford a probable proof of their, exiflencc 
beyond it, would be regarded as the mofl fortunate* 
event that could befal them. In that of which others *- 
complain, they would rejoice ^ «nd adore as bounty^ 
that which upon earth has been cenfured as injuflice* 
** When Azail had vouchfafed me this information, I 
" earncftly requefled that I might no longer continue. 

' where my virtues had no objcft, where there was no- 
*• happinefs worthy my complacency, nor any mifery.. 
" that I was permitted to relieve,'' 

* All this while my friend feemed to liften with great? 
attention^ and I was encouraged to proceed. '^ I could:* 
" not forbear obferving to Azail," faid I, " as wc re- 
" turned, that he had exhibited,, in a very ftronglight^ 
** the great advantages, which are. derived.from that 
** very conftitution of the natural and moral world^ 
** which, being generally confidered as defedlive, fome? 
** have concealed with a view to juflify Providence^. 
*^ and othert have difplayed a8 an argument that all*^ 
" things were produced by chance." — " But, Sir," 
faid my friendj haftily interrupting, me, " it is not- 
" merely the unequal diftribution, but the exigence of 
V evil that the Stoics denied and the Epicureans ad- 
•* mitted, for the purpoles which you fuppofe j and I 
" can difcover, without the affiftance of Azail, that, if 
** moral evil had been excluded, the focial affedion& 
" would have, been excrciied only iathe participation 

** of 



" of happinefs 5. .pity woxild have been well exchanged 
**^ for complacency, and the alleviation of evil for tho 
^ mutual communication of good.'^ I now conceived 
hopes that L had- engaged him in a train of thought;, 
which would by^ degrees lead hinr out of all his diffi^^ 
culties^- 1 applauded myfelf upon the* fuccefs of my 
projedly.and believed I had nothing to do, but to ob^ 
viate the objedion he had darted, smd' to recapitulate 
my other arguments^ of whidb he had tacitly ^know- 
ledged the force. " My dear friend, '' faid I, " you 
" talk of the exclufion;>of moral evil 5^ but does not the 
" excluiion of moral evil from a fociety of human 
*[ beings placed in a ilate of probation, appear to be as 
" impoflible as to give a circle the properties of a 
*' fquare ? and could man, fuppofing him to have con— 
" tinned impeccable,, have lived upon earth, in perpe*- 
** tual fecurity from pain ? would he not have been: 
'' ftill liable to be crufhed by- a fall, or wounded by a 
** blow? and is it noteafy to ihew that thefe evils/ 
** which unavoidably become probable the moment 
*'* our world and ita firil< inhabitants were produced, are. 
" apparently over-ruled by the Wife Creator, and that: 
" fromthefe he is perpetually educing. good ? 
*' The fame a£l by which man forfeit edv his ori'i 
■ " ginal immortality^ produced eventually a proofs* 
'* that it fhould be reftored ina.futore flate^ with fucfa 
J " circumilancer, a» more fbrcibly refOrained- vice by 
. ^' fear, andi encouraged^ virtue by hope. Man, there* 
" forej was urged' by ftronger motives to reditude of 
*^ life, ^nd' a further deviation to ill became more dif* 
^ ficult than the* firfl y a new field was opened for the 
^ exercife of that virtue, which exercife only^can im- 
^ prove* When diitrefs came among us^ the relief of 

" diftrefii 
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f< diftrefii was exsltcd into pictj :^' Wkat j^ did to 
tktt fick^ and the ptifoner, bjs th^ Aotboi of our reli- 
gion; jt did to sie. ^ But tKe fiifferingt of irixtue do 
<* not only exercife rixtue in others ; they are an ear~ 
^^ neft of everlafUng felicity : and hope, without any 
*^ temporary enjoyment, is more worth than all 
** temporary enjoyments without hope« The prefen^ 
^* fyftem is, indeed, evidently in a ftate of progreffion ; 
** in this view, it will i^pear to be a work worthy of 
^ infinite Wifdom and Goodnefs y for bo one can com* 
^* plain that an ear of corn rots in the groimd, who 
*^ knows that it cannot otherwife fpring up, and pro- 
*' duce firft the blade, then the ear, and afterwards an 
^ increafe, by which alone it becomes ufeful.^* 

I now paufed in expe6Ution of his reply, with the 
utmoft confidence of fuccefs ^ but while I was in fancy 
congratulating him on the recovery of his underftand- 
ing, and receiving the thanks of his friends, to the ut- 
ter confufion of my hope, he burft into a violent fit of 
laughter. At firil I was not lefs aflonifhed than dif- 
appointed ^ but I foon difcovered, that while I was la- 
bouring at my argument, which wholly engrofled my 
attention, he had found means miichievouily to (hake 
the lighted tobacco from his pipe into my coat pockety 
which having fet fire to my handkerchiei^ was now' 
finding its way through the lining. 

This was icx learned, rational, and ingenious a confu- 
tation of all I had faid, that I could not but retra6t my 
error : and as a friend to truth and free inquiry, I re- 
commend the fame method of reply to thofe ingenious . 
gentlemen, who have difcovered that ridicule is the 
tefl of truth; and I am confident, that jf they manage 
it with dexterity, it will always enable them perfe^ly 
%m dilconcert an.antagoniil who triumphs in the Jdrength 

of 
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of his argument, and would otheiwHe bring contempt 
upon thofe who teach Providence to govern the worldr 
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^1 mutabile pe&us 
Eft ttbi^ emfiliis^ non currihus^ utert nqftpif^ 
Dum potes^ etfoluhs etiamnum fedihus adfta^ \ 
Ditmque male optatos nondum premis infciut axeu 

Ovid. 

— — Th' attempt fbrfake, 
And not my chariot but my counfel take ; 
While yet fecurely on the earth you ftand ; 
Nor touch the horfes with too raih a hand. 

AnnisoNr 

To the Adventuxer. 

Sir, Fleet, March 24. 

1 NOW fend you the fequel of my ftory 5 which had not 
been fo long delayed, if I could have brought myfelf 
to imagine, that any real ^npatience was felt for the 
fiate of Mifargyrus \ who has travelled no unbeaten 
track to mifery, and confequently can prefent the rea- 
der only with fuch incidents as occur in daily life. 

You have feen me, Sir, in the zenith of my' glory ^ 
not difpenfing the Ivindly warmth of an all-cheering 

fin. 



^ ftui, but, like another PUsett>n, feorching and blading 
evety tfiing round me; I' fliall proceed, therefore, to 
finiih mj career, and pafs as rapidly as poHible through' 
the remaining viciflitudes of my life. 

When I'firft began to be in nvant of moneys T made 
no doubt of an immediate fupply. The newfpapers 
were perpetually offering dire6Uons to men, who feemed'- 
to have no other buiinefs than to gather heajir of gold- 
for thofe who place their fupreme felicity in fcattering, 
it. I polled away, therefore, to one of thefe advev* 
tifers, who by his'propofals^ feemed to-deal in thoufands \-, 
and was not a little chagrined to • find, that this general' 
benefa6lor would have nothing to do with any larger: 
fum than thirty pounds, nor woujid venture that with- 
out a joint note from myfelf and a reputable houfe- 
keeper, or for a longer time than three months. 

It was not yet fo bad with me, a» that I needed tO' 
foliclt furety for thirty pounds : yet partly from^ th6' 
greedinefs that extravagance always produces, and 
partly from a defire of feeing the humour of a- petty- 
ufurer, a chara^ler of which I had hitherto lived in 
ignorance, I condefcended to Uilen to his terms. He 
proceeded to inform me of my great ftflicity in not 
^ling into th& hands of an extortioner^ and affured 
me, that I fhould find him extremely moderate in his 
Remands : he was not, indeed, certain, that he could 
furnifh me with the whole fum, for people were at this 
particular time extremely prefling and importunate for 
money ^ yet as I had the appearance of' a- gentleman; 
he would try. what he could do, and give me lusanfwer 
in three da3rs. 

At the. expiration of the time, I called upon him 
again ) and was again informed of the great demand 

for 
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for money, and that " money was money now j" he 
then advifed me to be pundual in my payment, as that 
might induce him to befriend me hereafter ^ and deli- 
vered me the money, deducing at the rate of £ve and 
thirty per cent* with another panegyric upon his own 
moderation^ 

I will not tire you with the various praftices of ufu.. 
nous oppreflion , but cannot omit my tranfadlion with 
Squeeze on Tower-hill, who finding me a youn^ man 
of eoniiderable expedtations^ employed an agent to per- 
(uad^ me- to borrow iive hundred pounds, to be refunded 
bj an annual payment of twenty per cent, during the 
joint lives of his daughter Nancy Squeeze and myfelfl 
The negociator came prepared to inforce his propofal 
with all his art > but finding that I caught his oScv 
with, the eagemeis of necefiity, he grew cold and Ian* 
guid : *^ he.had mentioned it out of kindnefsj he would 
^ try to ferve me : Mr, Squeeze was an honefl man^ 
** but extremely cautious/' In three days he came ta 
tell me, that his endeavours- had been. ine£fe£tual, Miv 
Squeeze having no good opinion of my life : but that 
there was one expedient remaining; Mrs. Squeeze 
could influence her hufband, and her good-will might 
be gained by a compliment. I waited that aftemooa 
on Mrs.. Squeeze, and poured out before hec the 1Bat» 
teries which. ufually gain accefs to. rank and beauty : I 
did not then know, that there are places in which the 
only compliment is a bribe. Having yet credit with a 
jeweller, I afterwards procured.a.ring of thirty. guineas^ 
which I humbly prefented^ and was foon admitted to a 
treaty with Mr, Squeeze. He appeared peevilh and 
backward, and. my old. friend whifpered me, that he 

navMl 
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jFould never m^e a dry l^argain : I, therefore, invited 
him to a tavern.. Nine times we met on the affairs y 
moe- times 1 paid ^r pounds for the fupper and cla- 
ret ^ and nine guineas I gave the agent f^r good offices. 
I then obtained the money, paying tea per cent, ad- 
vance ^ and at the tenth meeting gave another fupper, 
and difhurfed fifteen pounds for the writings. 

Others, who fUkd themfelves brokers, would only 
truft their money upon goods : that 1 might, theie^ 
fore, try every art of expenfive folly, f took a houfe 
and fiumidied it. I amuTed myfelf with deipoilSng my 
movaal^s of their gipffy appeayance^ &c Stsa-eisiimm^ 
ing the lAedtr wk)l fuipiekmsj v$d in tki» I &ceeeded 
ib wett^ dMt he faveured jaM widi one hoadred aiM^ 
ixty pouadi upea thtl whSc^ wm rated at fevea hon- 
dred. I then fbwid ^M. I was to maintaiii a giUiviSan 
ftbeut »e, to prerent the goods from being brokea -euf 
renoved. Thit wa», indeed, an iHiexped^ed tax ^ but 
k wa» feoo^ late to- recfde- ^ and I eomibited mylelf, that 
I Might prevent a creditor, of. whom I had fome pi^ 
prehenfioos', from feizing, by- hftviag a prior exeeutioii 
always in the houle. 

By fiich meaas I had fo embarraffed myfelf, thfit my 
whoTe ftttentioa was engaged in contriving excufes, 
Mid nnfii^ fmall fums to quiet fuch as words would no 
longer molliff. It coit me eighty pounds in prefents 
t» Mr* Leeeh the attorney, for his forbearance of one 
Kundred, whieh he folicited me to take when I had no 
need. I was perpetually harvard, with importunate, 
demande, and infiilted«by wretches, who a few months 
before would not have dared to raife their eyes. from 
the dttft before me* I lived in continual terror,' fright- 
ed by every noife at the door, and terrified at the ap- 
proach 
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proach of every ftep quicker than common. I never 
retdped to reft, without feeling the jufhiefs of the Spa- 
nifh verb, " Let him who (leeps too much, borrow the 
•* pillow of a debtor j'' my fblicitude and vexation 
kept me long waking j and when I had clofed my 
eyes, I was purfued or iniulted by vifionary bailiffs. 

When I reflected upon the meannefs of the fhifts I 
had reduced myfelf to, I could not but curfe the folly 
and extravagance that had overwhelmed me in s fea of 
troubles, from which it was highly improbable that I 
ihould ever emerge* I had fome time lived in hopes 
of an eflate, at the death of my unete^ but he dilap- 
pointed m^ by naaijing his houfekecper j sod, catch- 
ing an opportunity fbea^ after of quarrelfing witlrine 
for fettling twenty pounds a year upon a girl whom 
I had feduced, told me that he would take care to pre- 
vent his fortune from being iquandered upon proAi- 
tutes. 

Nothing now teaBaiiied, but the chance of e xtric at i ng 
myfelf by marriage 5 a feheme which, I fiatterred toy- 
lei^ notl»ng but my prefent diftrefs would have made 
me tbink on with patience. I determined, thereftre 
to lock out fbf a tender novice, with a large fortune at 
her own difpofid'; and accordingly fixed myreyes trpoii 
Mifs Biddy Simper. 1 had now paid her fix or feveii 
iFifits ; and ib fully convinced her of my beings n ^n^ 
tleman and a rake, that I made to doubt AtA bothketr 
perfoa and fortune would be foon inine. 

At this critical time, Mifs Gripe cidled upon i»e, m 
a chariot bought with my money, and ' loaded wMt 
trinkets that I had in my days of afifhienefe lavi(h^ oa 
ker. Thofe days were now over ; and there- was ^lit- 
tle hope that they would ever return* Sfte wat^ tiol: 

abler 
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able to withfland the temptation of ten pounds that 
Talon the bailifiF offered her, but brought him into my 
apartment difguif^d in a livery ^ and taking my fword 
to the window, under pretence of Admiring the work- 
snanfhip, beckoned him to feize me. 

Delay would have been expeniive without ufe, as 
the debt was too confiderable for payment of bail : I, 
therefore, fuffered myfelf to be immediately cosdtt&ed 
to jail* 

Ve/libulum ante ^>fum primifqui tnfaucihus Orcip 
LuQut & ultrices pofuSrc cubUia cttnt : 
l^aUenteJque habitant morbi^ triftifque femBttf^ . 
, £/ metus^ et malefuadafamefy et turpis egefias^ 

VllLG^ 

Juil in the gate and in the jaws of heU, 
Revengeful cares, and fullen forrows dwell y 
And pale difeafes, and repining age f 
Want, fear, and £unine's.<unreiifted rage. 

. Confinement of any kind- is dreadful 5 a prifen ir 
ibmetimes able to fhock thofe, who endure it in a good 
caufe t let your imaginatinn, therefore, acquaint you^ 
with what I have not words ta exprefe^ and conceive^ 
if poflible, the. horrors, of imprifonment attended with 
reproach aad ignominy, of involuntary affociation with 
the refufe of mankind, with wretches who were before 
too abandoned for fociety, but being now freed from 
Ihameox fear, are hourly improwmg their vices l^ con* 
ibrdbgwith each other. 

. There are, however, a few, whom like myfelf im- 
ofomneiit has rather mortified than hardened : with 

theCr 
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thefe only I convcrfe j and of thefe you may perhaps 
Jiereafter receive fome account from 

T Your humble fervant, 



MISARGYRUS. 



Nq. XLII. Saturday^ March 3.1. 1753* 



■ Sua cuique Deusjii dira Cupido, Virg# 

Our lufts are Gods, and what they will is fate. 

) HAD the misfortune, fome time ago, to be in compa- 
ny where a gentleman, who has the honour to be a 
Principal fpeaker at a difputing fociety of the firft clafs, 
was expeded. Till this perfon came in, and converfa- 
tion was carried on with the cheerful eafy negligence 
of fenfible good-humour : but we foon difcovered, that 
his difcourfe was a perpetual effort to betray the com- 
j^any into attempts to prove felf-evideht proportions 3 
jij>ra6^ice in which he feems to have followed the ex- 
apple of that deep philofopher, who denied motion, 
•* becaufe," as he faid, " a body mull move either. 
-** where it is, or where it is not) and both fuppofii 
** tions. arc equally abfurd/' 

His attempt, however, was totally unfuccefsful j t|ll 
9X laft he afiiimed, that a man had ;io more power over 

his 
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his own adions, than a clock -, and that the^motions of 
the human machin.e were determined hj irrefiflable 
propenfitieSy as a clock is kept going by a weight. 
This prbpofition was anfwered with a loud laugh ; every 
one treated it as an abfurdity which it was impofllible 
to believe ^ and to expofe him to the ridicule of the 
company, he was defired to prove what he had ad- 
vanced, as a fit punifhment of his deiign to engage 
others to prove the contrary, which, though for a dif- 
ferent reafon, was yet equally ridiculous. After a 
long harangue, in which he retailed all the fophiilry 
that he tememibered, and much more than he under- 
iiood, he had the mortification to find, that he hadl 
made no profelyte, nor was yet become of fufHcient 
confie^otnce to provoke an aotagonift. 

I fate filent y and as I was indulging my fpecula- 
iiions on the fcene which chance had eidiibited before 
me, I recollefled feveral incidents which convince^^ 
ine, that mod of the perfons who were prefent had 
lately profeffed the opinion which they now oppofed^ 
and aded upon that very principle which they derided 
as abfurd, and appeared to detefl as impious. 

The company confided of Mr. Traffic, a wealthy 
merchant ^ Mr. Courtly, a commifiioner of a public of- 
fice } Mr. Gay, a gentleman in whofe converfation 
there is a higher drain of ^eafantry and humour, than 
in any other perfon of my acquaintance ^ and Myrtilk, 
the wife of oiir friend, at whofe houfe we were afiem- 
bled to 4ine, and who, dtiring this interval, was enga- 
ged by fome unexpe£ied bufinefs in another toom. 

Thofe incidents whick I then recollected, I will now 
relate : nor can any of the perfons whom I have thus 
ventured to name, be juftly oflfended 5 becaufe that 

which 
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which i$ declared not to be the effe^ of choice, can* 
not be confidered as the obje^ of cenfure. 

With Mr. Traffic I had contra^^ed an intimacy in our 

younger days, which, notwithflanding the difparity of 

eur fortune, has continued till now. We had both been 

long acquainted with a gentleman, who, though his exr 

tenHye trade had "contributed to enrich his pountry^ 

was himfelf by fudden *nd. inevitable loffes becom^c 

poor : his credit, •however, was ftill good ; and by th« 

rifk of a certain fum, it was Hill podible t'O retrieve his 

fortune^ With this gentleman we had fpent many a 

focial hour ; we had habitually drank his health when 

he was abfen^, and always expreffed our fentiments of 

his merit in the higheft terms. In this exigency^ 

therefore, he applied to me, and -communicated the fcr 

cret of his diilrefs ^ a fecret, which is always, concealed 

by a generous mind till it is exiorted bytprture that 

can no longer be borne : he knew my circuqaitances too 

^ell, to expe£l the funi that he "wanted frommypurfe ^ 

but he requeued that I would, to fave hin^ from the 

pain and confufion of fuch a converfation, communicate 

his requeft, and a true ilate of his a£Fairs, %o Mr. Tra£> 

i&c : " for," fiiys h^e, '* though I could jraife double the 

^ fum upon my own perfonal fecurity ^ yet I would 

*' no more borrow of a man wkhout acquainting hii^ 

*' at what rilk he Unds, than I would folicit the infii- 

*' ranee of a ihip at a common premium, when I knew, 

" by private intelligence, that ^e could fwim no longer 

" than every pump y^.as at work.'' 

I undertook this bufinefs with the utmofl confidence 
of fiiccefs. Mr. Traffic heard the account of our 
friend's misfortiines with great appearance of concern ; 
'' he warmly commended his integrity, and lamented 

** the 
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*^ the precarious fituation of a trader, whom economy 
^^ and diligence cannot fecure from calamities^ which 
*^ are brought upon others only by profofion and riot r 
'^ but as to the money, he faid, that I could not expe£l 
** him to venture it without fecurity : that my friend 
** himfelf could not wonder that his requeil was re- 
'* fufed, a requeft with which, indeed, faid he, I 
** cannot poflibly comply.** Whatever may be 
thought of the free agency of myfelf and my friend, 
which Mr. TrafRc had made no feruple to deny in a 
very interefling particular j I believe every one will 
readily admit, that Mr. TrafRc was neither free in 
{peculation nor fad : for he can be little better than a 
machine aduated by avarice, who had not power to fave 
one thoufand pounds from two hundred times the fum, 
to prevent the impaediate ruin of a man, in whofe be- 
half he had been fo often liberal of praife, with whom 
his focial enjoyments had been fo long conneded, and 
for whofe misfortunes he was fenfibly touched. 

Soon after this difappointment, my unhappy £riehd 
became a bankrupt, and applied to me once more, to 
folicit Mr. Courtly for a place in his office. By Mr. 
Courtly I was received with great friendfhip j he was 
much a£Fe6led with the diftrefTes of my friend ^ he ge- 
neroufly gave me a bank note, which he requefted me to 
apply to his immediate relief in fuch a manner as would 
lead wound his delicacy ^ and promifed that the firA 
vacancy he (hould be provided for : but when the va- 
cancy happened, of which I had the earlieft intelligence, 
he told me with evident compundion and diflrefs, 
" that he could not poffibly fulfil his promife, for that a 
^* very great man had recommended one of his domef- 
** tics, whofe folicitation for that reafon it was not in 

" his 
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** his power to refufe." This gentleman, therefore, 
had alfo profeiTed himfelf a machine^ and indeed lie 
appears to have been no lefs the indrument of ambition, 
than Mr. Traffic of avarice. 

Mr. Gay, the wit, belides that he has very much the 
air of a free agent, is a man of deep penetration^ g^cat 
delicacy, and llrong compaffion : but in direft oppoiition 
to all thefe great and good qualities, he is continually 
entangled in difficulties, and precipitated not only into 
indecency and unlcindnefs, but impiety, by his love of. 
ridicule. I remembered, that I had lately expodulated 
with him about this ftrange perverfion of his abilities, 
in thefe terms, " Dear Charles, it amazes me that you 
ihould rather affe6l the chara61er of a merry fellow, 
thaa a wife man 5 that you (hould mortify a friend, 
whom you not only love but efteemj wantonly 
*' mangle a character which yon reverence, betray a 
** fecret, violate truth, and fport with the do6lrincs and 
** the pra£lice of a religion, which you believe, mere- 
" ly for the pleafure of being laughed at.'* I remem- 
ber too, that when he had heard me out, he flirugged 
up his fhoulders, and, greatly extending the longitudi- 
nal dimenfions of his countenance, " All this," faid he, 
." is very true J but if I was to be hanged I could not 
" help it." Here was another declaration in favour of 
fatality. Poor Gay profefles himfelf a flave rather to 
vanity than to vice, and patiently fubmits himfelf to 
the mod ridiculous drudgery without one ftruggle for 
freedom. 

Of the lady I am unwilling to fpeak with equal 

plainnefs ; but I hope Myrtilla will allow me to plead^ 

an irrefiftible impulfe, when (he reflects, that I have 

heard her lament that fhe is herfelf urged by an irrefif- 

V0L.II. C tible 
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tible impulfe to play. I remembered, that I had, at 
tbc requeft of my friend, taken an opportunity wben 
•we were alone, indiredlly to reprefent the pernicious 
tronfequences of indulging fo prepoderous an inclination. 
She perceived my defign ^ and immediately accufed 
herfelf, with an honeft fenfibiUty that burfl into tears y 
' but at the fame time told me, *' that fhe was no more 
** able to refrain from cards than to fly ;" and a few 
nights afterwards, I obferved her chairmen waiting at 
the door of a great lady, who feldom fees company but 
/On a Sunday, and then has always the happinefs of en- 
;gaging a brilliant aflembly at cards. 

After I had recollefled thefe incidents, I looked 
•with lefs contempt upon our neceditarian ; and to con- 
iiefs a truth, with lefs efleem -upon his prefent oppo* 
nents. I took for granted, that this gentleman^s opi- 
nion proceeded from a confcioufnefs, that he was him- 
felf the flave of fome or all of thefe vices and follies \ 
and that he was prompted by fomcthing like benevo- 
lence, to communicate to others a difcovery, by which 
alone he had been able to quiet his pwn mind, and to 
regard himfelf rrther as an objeft of pity than con- 
tempt* And indeed no man without great incongruity, 
can affirm that he has powers which he does not exert, 
when to exert them is evidently his higheft intereft j 
nor ihould he be permitted to arrogate the dignity of a 
free agent, who has once profe^ed himfelf to be the 
mere inftrument of neceflity. 

While I was making thefe refl«£Uons, the hufhand 
af Myrtilla came in ^ and to atone for any diftionour, 
which cuflom or prejudice may fuppofe to be refleded 
upon him by the unhappy fatality of his wife, I (hall 
.^fipr to hii|i as an inconteftible proof, that though there 

arc 
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are fome who have fold themfelves to do evil, and be- 
come the bondmea of iniquity^ yet.there are others who 
preferve the birthright of beings that are placed but « 
little lower than the angels ; and who may without re- 
proach deny the do£trine of neceffity, by which they 
are degraded to an equality with brutes that perifh. I 
•acknowledge, indeed, that my friend has motives from 
which he ads ; but his motives receive their force from 
reafon illuminated by revelation, and confcience invi- 
gorated by hope. I acknowledge too, that he is under 
fubjeftion to a mafter } tut let it be remembered, that 
it is to him only, " whofe fervice is perfed freedom.'' 
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Mobiiitate v/gei ■ > Virg« 

Its life is motion* 

To the Adventurer^. 
SIR, Marcb 12, 1753. 

1 HE adulteration of the copper-coin, as it is highlj 
pernicious to trade in general, fo it more immediately 
affeds the itinerate branches of it. Among thefe, jat 
prefent, are to be found the only circulators of bafe 
metal J and, perhaps, the only dealers, who are obliged 
to take in payment fiich counterfeits, as will find a cur- 
rency no whe>e elfe : smd yet they are not allowed to 

C a raife 
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raife the price of their commodities, though they arc 
^bridged of fo confiderable a portion of their profits. 

A Tyburn execution, a duel, a moft terrible fire, or 
a horrid, barbarous, bloody* cruel and inhuman mur- 
der, was wont to bring in vail revenues to the lower 
clafs of pamphleteers, who get their livelihood by 
vending thefe diurnal records publickly in the ftreets : 
but iince halfpence have been valued at no more than 
five pence the pound weight, thefe occafional pieces 
will hardly anfwer the expences of printing and paper \ 
and the fervant-maid, who ufed to indulge her tafte for 
polite literature, by purchafing fifty new playhoufe 
fongs, or a whole poetical (heet of the Yorkftiire gar- 
land or Glouceflerfhire tragedy, for a halfpenny, can 
now fcarcely procure more than one fingle flip of ** I 
" love fue, or the lover's complaint." 

It is alfo obfervable, that the park no longer echoes 
with the fliriU . cry of '* Tooth-picks ! Take you {vx.^ 
** your honour, for a halfpenny," as it did when half- 
pence were halfpence worth. The vender contents her- 
felf with filently prefenting her little portable fhop j 
and guards againft the rapacity of the buyer, by exhi- 
biting a very fmall parcel of her wares. 

But the greateft fufferers are undoubtedly the nume- 
rous fraternity o^ beggars \ for, as things are circum- 
ftanccd, it would be almoft as profitable to work •'as to 
beg, were it not that many more are now induced to 
deal out their charity in what is of no other ufe to 
themfelves, in the hope of receiving feven-fold in re- 
turn. Indeed, fince the ufual donation has been fo 
much leflened in its value, the beggars have been ob- 
frrved to be more vociferous and importunate.. One of 
thefe orators^ who takes his ftand at Spring-gardens, 

now 
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how enforces his piteous complaint, with ** Good 
" Chriftians, one good halfpenny to the ftone blind !" 
and another, who tells you he has lofl the ufe of his 
precious limbs, addrefles your compaiHon by (hewing a 
bad halfpenny, and declaring that he is ready to perifli 
with hunger, having tried it in vain at twenty-three 
places to buy a bit of bread. Farthings, we are told, 
were formerly called in by the beggars, as they threa- 
tened the ruin of their community. I fhould not won- 
der, therefore, if this public-fpirited people were alfo 
to put a Hop to the circulation of bad halfpence, by 
melting them down from time to time as they come in- 
to their hands. The experiment is worth making j and 
I am kflured, that, for fome end or other, orders will be 
iflued out from the king of the beggars, to bring all 
their adulterated copper to their mint in the Borough, 
or their foundery in Moorfields. 

I was led to the coniideration of this fubjed by fomc 
halfpence 1 had juft received in change : among which 
one in particular attraded my regard, that feemed once 
to have borne the profile of King William, now fcarce- 
ly vifible, as it was very much battered, and beiides 
other marks of ill ufage had a hole through the middle. 
"As it happened to be the evening of a day of fome fa.- 
tigue, my refIe£tions did not much interrupt my pro- 
penfity to fleep, and I infenfibly fell into a kind of half- 
flumber j when to imagination the halfpenny which then 
lay before me upon the table, ere£ted itfelf upon its 
rim, and from the royal lips llamped on its furface ar- 
ticulately uttered the following narration : 

" Sir ! I (hall not pretend to conceal from you the 
" illegitimacy of my birth, or the bafenefs of my ex- 
" tradion ^ and though 1 feem to bear the venerable 

C 3 ^^^ Tsi^'^iw^ 
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^ marks of old ajjc, I received my being at Birming- 
^ ham not fix months ago. From thence I was tranf- 
" ported, with many of my brethren of different dates^ 
** chara6iers. and configurations, to a Jew-pedlar in. 
** Duke Vplace, who paid for us i^i fpecie fcarce a fifth, 
** part of our nominal and extiiinfic value. We were 
** foon after feparately difpofed of, at a more moderate. 
*^ profit, to coffee-houfes, chop-hou(es, chaddler-fhops. 
** and gin-ihops. 

** I had not been long in the world, before an inge* 
*' nious t];anfmut^er of metals l^id violent hands on me y 
*^ and obfervfii^g my thin fliape and fiat farfgce, by the^ 
^* help of % little quickfilver, exalted me into a (hilling. 
^^ Ufo, however, foon degraded me agaii^ to my native 
*^ law ilation -, and I unfortunately fell ijQto the poffef- 
*' iion of an urchin juH breeched> who received me at. 
^- a Ghriflmas-box of his god-mother. 

^' A love of money is ridiculoufly. inftllled intOy 
" children fo early, that before they can poflibly com- 
" prdhend the iife of it, they coniider it as of great va,? 
** lue.: I lo A, therefore, the- very eflence of my being, 
^' in the cuflody of this hopeful difciple of avarice and 
** foljy } and was kept only to be Ipok^d at and admi* 
red : but a bigger boy after a while fnatched me frj^m.. 
him, and releafed me from my confinement. 

I now underwent various hardfhips among his play-. 
" J^UowS; and was. kicked, aj)0ut> huftled, tofled up, 
** and chucked into holes ^ which very much battered. 
" and impaired me : but I fuffered moft by the pegging 
" of tops, the marks of' which 1 have borne about me 
** to this day. I was in this, flarfe the unwitting caufe 
" of rs^pacity, ilrife, envy, rancQur, malice ar4 revenge, ^ 
'^ among.^^ li^tji^ apes of mankiQ4 > . ^<i became the. 

*^ chjea 
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** obje£t and the" nurfe of tliofe paflions which difgrace 
** human nature, while I appeared only to engage chil- 
** dren in innocent paftimes. At length, I was difmif- 
** fed from their fervice, by a throw with a barrow- wo- 
** man for an orange, 

" From her it is natural to conclude, I polled to the 
" gin-(hop J where, indeed, it is probable I (houldhave 
^ immediately gone, if her hufband, a foot-foldier had 
" not wrefted me from- her, at the expence of a bloody 
** nofe, black eye, fcratched face, and torn regimen- 
** tals. By him I was carried to the Mall in St. 
** Jameses Park j where — I am afhamed to tell how I 
" parted from him — ^Lct it fuffice.that I was foonaf- 
** ter fafely depofited in a night-cellar.- 

*' From hence, I got into the coat-pocket of a blood^* 
'* and remained there with feveral of my brethren for 
** fome days unnoticed. But one evening, as he was 
** reeling home^ from' the 'tavern; he'jfcrkqd a whole 
^ handful of us through a fafh-window into the dining- 
^' room of a tradefinan, who he remembered had been 
** fo unmannerly to him* the day before, as to defire 
^ payment of hi« bilU Wcrepofed m foft eafe on a 
** fine Turkey carpet till the next morning, when the 
** maid fwept us up y and fome of us were allotted to 
** purchafe tea, fome to buy fnuff, and I my felt was im- 
•* mediately trucked away at the door for the Sweet-* 
" heart's Delights 

" It is not my defign to enumerate ever^r little ac- 
" cident that has befallen me, or to dwell upon trivial 
" and indifferent circumflances, as is the practice ox 
** thofe important egotifls, who write narratives, me- 
" moirs, and travels. As ufclefs to the community as 
" my fingle felf may appear to b^, I have been the in- 
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*' flrument of much good and evil in the intetcourfe of 
** mankind: I have contribnted no fmall fum to the 
" revenues of the crown, by my (hare in each news-pa- 
** per 5 and in the conTumption of tobacco, fpirituous 
** liquors, and other taxable commodities. If I have 
" encouraged debauchery, or fupported extravagance 5 
" I have alfo rewarded the labours of induftry, and re- 
** lieved the neceflities of indigence. The poor ac- 
*^ knowledge me as their conflant friend : and the rich, 
" though they affeft to flight me, and treat me with 
" contempt, are often reduced by their follies to di- 
" ftrelTes which it is even in my power to relieve. 

*' The prefent exa6l fcrutiny into our conftitution 
*.' has, indeed, very much obftrufted and embarrafled 
•* my travels 5 though I could not but rejoice in my 
** condition laft Tuefday, as 1 was debarred having any 
** fliare in maiming, bruifing and deftroying the inno- 
** cent viftims of vulgar barbarity : I was happy in 
** being confined to th« mock-encounters with feathers 

* 

" and fluffed leather ^ a childifh fport, rightly calcu- 
" lated to initiate tender minds in arts of cruelty, and 
** prepare them for the exercife of inhumanity on 
" helplefs animals ! 

** I ftiall conclude, Sir, with informing you by what 
** means I came to you in the condition you fee. A 
** choice'fpirit, a member of the Kill-Care Club, broke 
" a link-boy's pate with me laft night, as a reward for 
" lighting him acrofs the kennel. The lad wafted half 
** his tar-flambeau in look.ing forme: but I efcaped his 
** fearch, being lodged fnugly againft a poft. This 
** morning a parifti girl picked me up, and carried me 
•* with raptures to th^e next baker's fliop to purchafe a 
'* roll. The mafter, who was church-warden, examin- 

*' cd 
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cd me with great attention, and then gruffly threa-. 
tening her with Bridewell for putting off bad mo^ 
ney, knocked a rail through my middle, and faflened 
me to the counter : but the moment the poor hun- 
gry child was gone, he whipt me up again, and 
fending me away with others in change to the next 
cullomer, gave me this opportunity of relating my- 
adventures to you." 
When I awaked, 1 found myfclf fo much invigorated 
by my nap, that I immediately wrote down the ilrange 
ilory which I had juft heard ^ and as it is not totally 
deflitute of ufe and entertainment, I have fent it to 
you, that by means of your papeip it may be commu- 
nicated to the public. 

I am, S I R, 

Your humble fervant, 

TIM. TURNPENNY. 

C5 No. 
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Arcanum neque tu fcrutaberu ullius unquam 3 
Commijffufnque t^0S^ ei vino tortus^ et ird. HoA« 

Strive not- 

Your patron^s bo&m ta explore^. 

And let not wine or anger wreft 

Tb* intruded- fecret from your breail*- 

Francisv 

X- OWE the following -paper to an unknown correfpon* 
dent, who fent it to Mr. Payne a few days ago," direc- 
ted to the Adventurer. As I have no objeftion to 
the general principles upon which it is written, I have 
taken the firft opportunity to communicate it to the 
public : the fubjeft is unqueftionably of great impor- 
tance^ aud as I think it is far from being exhaufted^ it*, 
may poflibly. produce another lucubration. 

Amongil all the beauties and excellencies of the an-^ 
cient writers, of which I profefs myfelfan admirer,* 
there are none which ftrike me with n^ore veneration, , 
than the precepts they have delivered to us for our 
condu^ in fociety. The fables of the poets^ and the 
narrations of the hiflorians, amaze and delight us with^ 
their refpeAive qualifications ) but we feel ourfelves- 
particularly concerned, when amoral virtue^jor a focial 
obligation is fet before uSj the pra^lice of which is our. 
iudifpenfibl^ duty ; and, perhags^ we arr more ready 

to 
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to obferve thefe inftruftlons, or at leaftacquiefcefooner 
in the propriety of them, as the authority of the 
teacher is unqueflionable, the addrefs not partkularly. 
confined or levelled, and the ccnfure confequently lefs 
dogmatical. 

Of all the virtues which the ancients poffeffed, the 
zeal and fidelity of their friendfhips appear to me as the 
higheft diftindions of their charaders. Private per- 
fons, and particular affinities amongd them, have been 
long celebrated and admired : and if we examine their 
condu(El as companions, we (hall find, that the rites of 
their religion were not more facred, more flrongly ra«.- 
tified, or more feverely prefcrved, than th»r laws of 
fociety. 

The table of friendfliip, and the altar of facrifice, 
were equally uncontaminated ; the myfleries of Bac- 
chus were enveloped with as many leaves as thofe of 
Ceres ^ and the profanation of either deity excluded- 
the offenders from the afiemblies of men ^ the revealer 
was judged accurfed, and impjety was thought to ac^; 
company; his £leps<- 

Without inveighing againft the pra6lice of the pre- 
fent times, or comparing it with that of the pall, I fhall 
only remark, that if we cannot meet together upon the 
hbneft principles of fecial beings, there is reafon to 
fear, th^kt we are placed in the moil unfortunate and 
lamentable aera fine e the creation of mankind. It is 
QOt the increafe of vices infeparable from humanity that 
alarms us, the riots of the licentious, or the outrages of 
the profligate j but it is the abfence of that integrity, 
the negle£l of that virtue, the contempt of that ho- 
nour, which by connedling individuals formed fociety, 
and without which fociety can no longer fub^%« • , 

C6 ;;■ ^^ 
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Few men are calculated for that clofe conneflion, 
•which we diftinguifli by the appellation of friendfhipj 
and we well know the diifexence between a friend and 
an acquaintance : the acquaintance is in a pofl of pro- 
grefRon ; and after having pafled through a courfe of 
jproper experience, and given fufficient evidence of his 
merit, takes a new title, and ranks himfelf higher. He 

' mufl now be confidered as in a place of confequence ; 
in which all the ornaments of our nature are neceffary 
to fupport him. But the great requiiites, thofe with- 
out which all others are ufelefs, are fidelity and taci- 
turnity. He mull not only be fuperior to loquacious 

Tmbecillity, he muft be well able to reprefs the attacks 
of curiofity, and to refill thofe powerful engines that 
will be employed againll him, wine and refentment. 
Such are the powers that he mull conllantly exert, 
after a trull is repofed in him : and that he may not 
overload himfelf, let him not add to his charge, by his 
own inquiries 5 let it be a devolved, not an acquired 

'commillion. Thus accoutred, 

Sub iifdem 
Sic trabibuSjfragilemque meeutfu 
Sahat Pbafeion. 

They who mylleries reveal. 
Beneath my roof Ihall never live. 
Shall never hoill with me the doubtful fail. 

Francis. 

There are as few inHigations in this country to a 
breach of confidence, as fincerity can rejoice under. 
The betrayer is. for ever Ihut out from the ways of 

men,. 
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men, and his difcoveries are deemed the effeds of ma- 
Kce. We wifely imagine, he muft be aftuated by 
other motives than the promulgation of truth ^ and we 
receive his evidence, however we may ufe it, with con- 
tempt. Political exigencies may require a ready re- 
ception of fuch private advices"; but though the necef- 
fities of government admit the intelligence, the wifdom 
of it but barely encourages the intelligencer. There 
is no name fo odious to us, as that of an Informer. 
The very alarm in our ftreets at the approach of one, 
is a fufficient proof of the general abhorrence of this, 
charafler. 

Since thefe are the ^onfequential conditions upon 
which men acquire this denomination, it may be aiked, 
what are the inducements to. the treachery. I do not 
fuppofe it always proceeds from the badnefs of the 
mind ; and indeed I think it isimpoffible that it fhould : 
weaknefs difcovers what malignity propagates 5 till at 
laid, confirmation is required, with all the folemnity of 
proof, from the firft author of the report ; who only 
defigned to gratify his own loquacity, or the importu- 
nity of his companion. An idle vanity inclines us to^ 
enumerate our parties of mirth and friendfhip ; and we 
believe our importance is increafed, by a recapitulation 
of the difcourfe, of which we were fuch diftingiiifhed 
iharers : and to ftiew that we were cfleemed fit to be 
entrufted with aflfairs of great concern and privacy, we 
notably give in our detail of them. 

There is, befides, a very general inclination amongft- 
us to hear a fecret, to whomfoever it relates, known or ' 
unknown to us, of whatever import, ferious or trifling, 
fo it be but a fecret : the delight of telling it, and of 
hearing it, are nearly proportionate 2lxiA. tc^?\« 'TV^i 
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poffeffor of the valuable treafure appears Indeed rather 
to haye the advantage \ and he feems to claim hh fu* 
periority. I have diicovered at once in a large com^ 
pany, by an air and deportment that is aSumed upoa< 
fuch occafions, who it is that is confcious of this happy, 
charge : he appears reftlefs and full of doubt for a con- 
iiderable time \ has frequent confultations^ith himfelf, 
like a bee undeter mined where to fettle in a vaxietj of 
fweets ^ till at laft one happy ear attra6ls him more-- 
forcibly than the reft, and there hefixes^ ^' (lealiBg and- 
•* giving odours." 

In a little time it becomes a matter of great amaze- 
ment, that the whole town is as well acqviainted with- 
the ftory, as the two who were fa bufily engaged j and* 
the confternation is greater, as each reporter is confi- 
d«nt, that' he only communicated it to one perfon. 
** A report," fays Strada, '^ thus tranlmitted from one 
to one, " is like a drop of water at the top of a houfe ^ 
^' it defcends but from tile to tile, yet at laft makes its- 
way to the gutter, and then is involved in the gene-- 
ral ftream." And if I may add to the comparifon, , 
the drop of water, after its progrefs through, all the^ 
channels of the ilreets, is not more contaminated witKi 
£lth and dirt, than a fimple flory, Sfter it has pafled- 
through the mouths of a few modern uler bearers.. < 
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TSlulla [fides regnifoviis, omnijque poteftds 

Ihpatiens confortis eriti LucAif*. 

No faith of partnerihip dominion owns : 
Still difcord 'hovers o^er divided thrones. 

\^ is well known, that many things appear plaufihle lA : 

fpeculation, which can never be reduced to pra^ice ; ^ 

and that of the numberlefs proje^ that have flattered* 

mankind with theoretical fpecioufnefs, few have ferved 

any other purpofe than to (hew the ingenuity of their 

contrivers. A voyage to the moon, however romantic 

and abfurd the fcheme may now appear, fince the pro* 

perties of air* have been better underilood, feemed 

highly probable to many of the afpinng wits in the lad 

century, who began* to doat upon their glofly plumes, 

and fluttered with impatience for the houxLof theii de« 

parture ; ^ 



"Pereant veftigia rmile^ 



Antefugam^ abfentemque fgrit gravis unguld 
campumi 

Hills, vales, and floods appear already croft j 
And^jeiiC he fiaits, a tboufand Heps arc loft* 



f^SS/^'Ck^ 
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Among the fallacies which only experience can de- 
tc£^, there are fome, of which fcarcely experience itfelf 
can deftroy the influence : feme which, by a captivating 
(hew of indubitable certainty, are perpetually gaining 
upon the human mind ^ and which, though every trial 
ends in difappointment, obtain new credit as the fenfe 
of mifcarriage wears gradually away, perfuade us to try 
again what we have tried already, and expofe us by 
the fame failure to double vexation. 

Of this tempting, this delufive kind, is the expec- 
pe£hition of great performances by confederated 
flrength. The fpeculatifl, when he has carefully ob- 
ferved how much may be performed by a fingle hand, 
calculates by* a very eafy operation the force of thou- 
fands, and goes on accumulating power till reMance 
vaniflies before it j then rejoices in the fuccefs of his 
new fcheme, and wonders at the folly or idlenefs 
of former ages, who have lived in want of what 
might fo readily be procured, and fuffered them- 
felves to be debarred from happinefs by obflacles 
which one united eflfort would have fo eafily fur- 
mounted. 

But this gigantic phantom of colleftive power va- 
lufhes at once into air and emptinefs, at the firft attempt 
to put it into a6tion. The. different apprehenfions, the 
difcordant paffions, the jarring interefls of men, will 
fcarcely permit that many ihould unite in one under- 
taking. 

Of a great and complicated defign, fome will never 
be brought to difcern the end j and of the feveral means 
by which it may l^.acconaplifhed, the choice will be a 
perpetual fubjeft of debate, as every man is fwayed in 
his determination by his own knowledge or conveni- 
ence* 
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cnce. In a long feries of a£tion, fome will languifh 
with fatigue, and fome be drawn off by prefent giati- 
fications 5 fome will loiter becaufe others labour, and 
fome will ceafe to labour becaufe others loiter : and if 
once they come within profpe6t of fuccefs and profit, 
fome will be greedy and others envious : fome will un- 
dertake more than they can perform, to enlarge their 
claims of advantage j fome will perform lefs than they 
undertake, left their labours fhould chiefly turn to the 
benefit of others. 

The hiflory of mankind informs us that a fingle 
power is very feldom broken by a confederacy. State« 
of different interefls, and afpeds malevolent to each 
other, may be united for a time by common diftrefs j 
and in the ardour of felf-prefervation fall unanimoufly 
upon an enemy, by whom they are all equally endan- 
gered. But if their firfl attack can be withflood, time 
will never fail to diffolve their unioii : fuccefs and mif- 
carriage will be equally dellruftive : after the conquefl 
of a province, they will quarrel in the divifion ; after 
I the lofs of a battle, all will be endeavouring to fecure 
[ themfelves by abandoning the reft. 

From the impoflibility of confining humbers to the 

conftant and uniform profecution of a common intereft, 

arifes the difficulty of fecuring fubjedls againfl the en- 

I croachment of governors. Power is always gradually 

I ftealing away from the many to the few, becaufe the 

I few are more vigilant and confiftent j it ftill contra6ls 

to a fmaller number, till in time it centers in a fingle 

perfon. 

Thus all the forms of government inftituted among 
mankind, perpetually tend towards monarchy 5 and 
power, however diffufed through the whole cotatawxA- 
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^y, is by negligence or corruption, commotion or di- 
flrefs, repofed at lafl in the chief magiflrate. 

** There never appear," fays Swift, ** more than 
^ five or fix men of genius in an age j but if they were 
** united, the world could not Hand before them," It 
is happy, therefore, foo: mankind, that of this imioo^ 
there is no probability. As men take in a wider com- 
pafs of intelled^ual furvey, they arc more likely tO' 
f hufe different obje^ls of purfuit } as they fee more 
ways to the fame end, they will be lefs eafily perfuad- 
ed to travel together } as each is better qualified to 
form an independent fcheme of private greatnefs, her 
will reje£l with greater obflinacy the projed of ano-i^ 
dier 'j as each is more able to diilinguifh himfelf as the- 
head of a party, he will lefs readily be made a follower 
•r an afibciate. 

The reigning philofophy informs us, that the vaS 
bodies which conHitute the univerfe, are regelated in 
riieir ptDgrefs through the etherial fpaces, by the per- 
petual agency of contrary forces y by one of which they 
are reflrained from deferting their orbits, and lofing 
tiiemfelves in the immenfity of heaven j and held ofFby 
the other from rufhing together, and cluftering round 
their center with everlafting cohefion. 

The fame contrariety of impulfe may be perhaps dif- 
covered in the motions of men : we arc formed for fo- 
ciety, not for combination^ we are equally unqualified 
to live in a clofe connexion with our fellow-beings, anj- 
in total feparation from^ them) we are attraded to- 
wards each other by general fympathy, but kept back. 
from contaft by private interefts. 

Some philofophers have been foolKh enough to ima* 
l^ne^ that impcoJirements might be. made in the fyftem 

of 
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of the univerfe, by a different arrangement of tbe orbj 
of heaven J and politiciians equally ignorant and equally 
prefumptuou§, may eafily be led to fuppofe, that the' 
.happinefs of our world would be promoted by a diffe- 
rent tendency of the human mind. It appears, indeed^ 
to a flight and fuperficial obferyer, that many things 
imp ra£lic able, in our prefent (late, might be eafily e£- 
fedled, if mankind were better difpofed to union and 
co-operation ; but a little reflexion will difcover, that 
if confederacies W:erc eafily formed, they would lofc 
their efficacy, ilnce numbers would be oppofed to num« 
bcrs, and unanimity to mianimity y and infiead of the. 
prefent petty competitions of individuals or fingle fami- 
lies, multitudes would b^ fupplanting multitudes, an4 
^oufands- plotting againfl thoufands- 

There is no clafs of the human fpecies, of which the 
)uuoa feems to have been more expeded, than of the. 
l«arped :.the x^ of the. world hB^e^ alnpioft always a? 
greed, to (hut fcholars' up together in colleges and^ 
^Loiders^ furely not without hope, that they would. 
Ipok for. that, hs^ppinefs in concord^ which they were 
debarred from finding in variety j and that, fuch con- 
jun61ions of intelle£l would recompenfe the munificence - 
of founders and patrons, by performances, above the 
reach of any fingle miijid. 

But difgord, wbo.found noieans. to roll hec apple into- 
.the banqueting chamber of the GoddefTes, has had the 
SM^drefs to fcaiter her laurels in the. feminaries of 
learning. The friepdfliip of (ludent3 and of beauties is., 
for the mod part equally fincere, and equally durable : 
as both depend for happinefs on the regard of others, 
Qpthat of which the valucarifes merely from compa- 
lifpn^ tl\ey are both c^cpofeU tp perpetual jealoufics, and. 
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both inceflantly employed in fchemes to intercept the 
praifes of each other. 

I am, however, far from intending to inculcate that 
this confinement of the iludious to iludious compa- 
nions, has been wholly without advantage to the pub- 
lic : neighbourhood, where it does not conciliate friend- 
fhip, incites competition : and he that would content- 
edly reft in a lower degree of excellence, where he 
had no rival to dread, will be urged by his impatience 
of inferiority to inceffant endeavours after great at- 
tainments. 

Thefe ftimulations of honeft rivalry arc, perhaps, the 
chief efFe£ls of academies and focieties^ for whatever 
be the bulk of their joint lAours, every linglc piece is 
always the production of an individual, that owes no- 
thing to his colleagues but the contagion ^f diligence, 
. a refolution to write, becaufe the reft arc writing, and 
the fcom of obfcurity while the reft are illuftriotts. 
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Far from my table be the tell-tale guefl. 

It bas been remarked, that men are generally kind ^n 
proportion as tbey are happy 5 and it is faid even of the 
devil, that he is good-humoured when he is pleafed. 
Every a£l, therefore, by, which another is injured, from 
whatever motive, contrails more guilt and expreffes 
greater malignity, if it is committed in thofe feafons 
which are fet apart to pleafantry and good-humour, and 
brightened with enjoyments peculiar to rational and 
focial beings. 

Detraction is among thofe vices, which the mod lan-i 
guid virtue has fufRcient force to prevent 5 becaufe by 
detraction, that is not gained which is taken away: 
" he who filches from me my good name," fays 
Shakefpeare, ** enriches not himfelf, but makes me 
•" poor indeed :" as nothing, therefore, degrades hu- 
man nature more than detraction, nothing more difgra- 
ces ponverfation. The detractor, as he is the lowefl 
moral character; refleCts greater difhonour upon his . 
company, than the hangman ; and he, whofe difpofitiori 
is afcandal to his fpecies, (hould be more diligently 
avoided, than he who is fcandalous only by his office. 

But for this praCtice, however vile, fome have dared 
to apologize, by contending, that the report^ by n^Vv\cVC 
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they injured an abfent chara6(er, was true : this, how- 
ever, amounts to no more, than that they have not conw 
plicated malice with falfehood, and that there is fome 
tii£Ference between detra6(ion and flander. To relate 
all the ill that is true of the bed man in the world, 
would probably render him the obje£^ of fufpicion and 
^iftrufl } and if this pradtiee was univerfal, mutual con* 
fidence and efteem, the' comiforts of fociety, and' tlie 
endearments of friendfhip, would be at an end* 

Ther« is fomethkig unfpeakAbly more hateful in thoft 
fpecies of villainy by which the law is evaded, than in 
thofe by which it is violated and defied. Courage has 
fometimes preferved rapacity from abhorrenee, as beau- 
ty has been thought to apologize for proftitutioii ^ but 
the injuflice of cowardice is univerfally ^abhorred, and 
like the lewdnefs of deformity has no advocate. Thus 
hateful are the wretches who detradl with caution ^ and 
while they perpetuate the wrong, are folicitous lo a- 
void the reproach : they do not fay that Chloe forfeit- 
ed her honour to Lyfander ^ but they fay that fuch a 
report has been fpread, they know not how true. 
Thofe who propagate thefe reports, frequently invent 
them 'y and it is no breach of charity to fuppofe this to 
he always the cafe ^ becauTe no man who fpreads de- 
tradion, would have fcrupled to produce it ^ and he 
who (hould di&fe poifon in a brook, would fcarce be 
acquitted of a malicious defign, though he (hould al> 
ledge, that he received it of another who is doing the 
lame elfewhere. 

Whatever is incompatibte with the higheft dignity of 
our nature, (hould indeed be excluded from our conver- 
Jation : as companions, not only that ^hich we owe to 
mui&lres, bot to others, is required of us ^ and they who 
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Ige any vice in tlie prcfence of «acli other, are 
objefis in guilt and infeniible to infamy, 
ence thyfelf is one of the fublime precepts of 
ible philofopher, whofc humanity alone was an 
ible proof of the dignity of his mind. Pytha- 
his idea of rirtue, comprehended intelle6lual 
and he fuppofed, that by him who reverenced 
thofe thoughts would be fuppreffed by which a 
pable of virtue is degraded : thiij divine pre- 
idently prefuppofes a reverence of others,' by 
en are retrained from more grofs immoralities ; 
I which he hoped a reverence of felf would alfo 
te as an auxiliary motive. 
;reat duke of Marlborough, who was perhaps 
accomplifhed gentleman of his age, would 
lifer any approaches to obfcenity in his pre- 
ind it was faid by the late lord Cobham, that 
ot reprove it as an immorality in the fpeaker^ 
ited it as an indignity to himfelf : and It is evi- 
it to fpeak evil of the abfent, to utter lewdnefs, 
ly, or treafon, mufl degrade not only him who 
>ut thofe who hear } for furely that dignity of 
r which a man ought always to fuflain, is in 
when he is made the confident of treachery, 
>n, impiety, .or luil ^ for he, who in converfa- 
)lays his own vices, imputes them ^ as he who 
) another of a robbery, prefuppofes that he is a 

uld be a general rule, never to utter any thing 
;rfation which would juftly difhonour u«, if it 
le reported to the world : if this rule could be 
kept, we ihQuld be fecure in our own innocence 
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againft the craft of knaves and parafites, the ftratagem 
of cunning, afid the vigilance of envy. 

But after all the bounty of nature, and all the labou 
of virtue, many imperfe6lions will be flill dlfcerned ii 
human beings, even by thofe who do not fee with al 
the perfpicacity of human wifdom : and he is guilty o: 
the. moil aggravated detradion, who reports the weak 
nefs of a good mind difcovered in an unguarded hour : 
fomething which is rather the eflFedt of negligence, 
than deiign ) rather a folly, than a &ult 'y a Tally oi 
vanity rather than an eruption of malevolence. It has, 
therefore, been a maxim inviolably facred among good 
men, never to difclofe the fecrets of private converfa- 
tionj a maxim, which, though it feems to arife from 
the breach of fome other, does yet imply that general 
redlitude, which is produced by a confcioufnefs of vir- 
tuous dignity, and a regard to that reverence which is 
due to ourfelves and others : for to conceal any im- 
moral purpofe, which to difclofe is to difappoint j any 
crime, which to hide is to countenance j or any cha- 
racter, which to avoid is to be fafe •, as it is incompati- 
ble with virtue, and injurious to fociety, can be a law 
only among thofe who are enemies to both. 

Among fuch, indeed, it is a law which there is fome 
degree of obligation to fulfil j and the fecrets even of 
their converfation are, perhaps, feldom difclofed, with- 
out an aggravation of their guilt j it is the Interefl of 
fociety, that the veil of taciturnity fhould be drawn 
over the myfteries" of drunkennefs and lewdnefs 5 and 
to hide even the machinations of envy, ambition, or 
revenge, if they happen to mingle in thefe orgies, 
among the rites of Bacchus, feems to be the duty of 
jhe initiated, though not- of the prophane. 

If 
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If he who has aflbciated with robbers, who has re- 
pofed and accepted a trull, and whofe guilt is a pledge 
of his fidelity, fhould betraj his afibciates for hire ^ if 
he is urged to feciue hifldfelf, by the anxiety of fufpi- 
cioB, or the terrors of cowardice, or to puai(h others by 
the importunity of refentment and revenge 5 though 
the public receives benefit from his condu6l, and may 
think it expedient to reward him, yet he has only added 
to every other fpecies of guilt, that of treachery to his 
friends : he has demonftrated, that he is fo deltitute of 
viitue, as not to poflefs even thofe vices which refemble- 
k 5 and that he ought to be cut off as totally unfit for 
human fociety^ but that, as poifon is an antidote to poi- 
{on, his crimes are a fecurity againil the crimes of 
others. 

It is, Jiowever, true, that iffuch an offender is Aung, 
^ith remorfe, if he feels the force of higher obliga- 
tions than thofe of an iniquitocK compad, and if urged 
by a defire to atone for the injury which he Eas done 
to fociety, he gives in his information, and delivers tip 
his aflbciates, with whatever reludance, to the laws } 
by this facrifice he ratifies his repentance, he becomes 
agaia the friend of his country, and deferves not only 
prote6lion but efleem : for the &me a6lion may be 
either virtuous or vicious, and may deferve either hon- 
our or infamy, as it may be performed upon different 
principles *, and indeed no adion can be morally claffed 
or eflimated, without fome knowledge of the motive 
by which it is produced. 

But as there is feldom any other clue to the motives 
of particular adions, than the general tenor of his life 

by whom they are performed) and as the lives of thofe 
who ferve their country by bringing its enemies to pu- 
VoL. II. D m<SDC(SLt.\^ 
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aUhmenty are commonljr flagitious in the hlgheft de- 
^gree } tlie ideas of this fervice and the mod fotdid viU 
iuny are fo conne^ed, that they always xecur together : 
if 01^ this part of a chara^er is known, we immedi- 
■atelyinfer that the whole u in&mous ^ and it is,there« 
fere, no* wonder, that the name by which -it is expref- 
ied, efpecially when it is ufcd to^denoniiMte a profef- 
fion, (hould be odious j or that a good man ^ould not 
always have fufficient fortitude, to ftrike away the mafl^ 
iof diffimulation,~and diredt the fword of juftice. , 

But whatever might be thought of thofe, who dif- 
xharge their obligations to the public by treachery to 
their companions ^ it cannot be pretended, that he, to 
whom an immoral defign is communicated by inadver* 
tence or miftake, is under any private obligation to con« 
ceal it : the charge which devolves upon him, he muft 
inftantly- renounce : for while he hefitates, his virtue is 
fufpended : and he who communicates fuch defign to 
another hot by inadvertence or miilake, but upon pre- 
fumption of concurrence, commits an outrage upon his 
lionour and defies his refentment. 

Let none, therefore, be encouraged to prophane 
the rights of converiation,much lefsof friehd(hip,byfup- 
poiing there is any law, which ought to reflrain the 
indignation of virtue, or deter repentance from repa- 
ration. 
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CommUtunt eadem diverfo criminafato ; 
llle crucem pretium feeler is tulit^ hie diadtma. 

Jur, 



■Ev'ry age relates, 



That equal crimes unequal fates Iiaye found \ 
And whim one villain fwings, another^s crown'd. 

Man, though as a rational being he has thought fit to 
ftile himfelf the lord of the creation, is yet frequently 
the voluntary flave of prejudice and cuftom \ the moft 
general opinions are often abfurd, and the prevailing 
principles of a^loa ridiculous. 

It may, however, be allowed, that if in thefe in» 
flances reafon always appeared to be overborne by the 
importunity of appetite \ if the future was facrificedto 
the prefent, and hope renounced only for poffeffion \ 
there would not be much caufe for wonder : but that 
man (hould draw abfurd concluiions, contrary to his 
immediate intereft : that he ihould, even at the ri£k of 
life, gratify thofe vices in fome, which in others he 
pumihes with a gibbet or a wheel, is in the highcft de- 
gree aftontihing-j and is fuch an inftaoce o£ t]L^ ^«^- 
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nefs of our reafon, and the fallibility of our judgment, 
as fhould incline us to accept with gratitude of that 
guidance which is|from above. 

But if it isJIrange, that one man has been immorta- 
lized as 9 gody and another put to death as a felon, for 
actions which have the fame motive and the fame ten- 
dency, merely becaufe they were circumflantially dif- 
ferent ^ it is yet more flrange, that this diffjcrence has 
always been fuch as increafes the abfurdity } and that 
the a^on which expofes a man to infamy and dcfith, 
wants only greater aggravation of guilt, and morf ,ex^ 
teniive and pernicious effeds, to render him the obje6l 
of veneration and applaufe. 

fiagfhot, the robber, having loft the booty of .9 w.eek 
among his aflbciates at hazard, loaded his piftols, mount- 
ed his horfe, and took the Kentifh road, with a refplu- 
tion not to return till he had recruited his purfe. 
Within a few miles of London, juft as he heard a vil- 
lage clock flrike nine, he met two gentlemen in a pOil- 
chjuTe, which he flopped. One of the gentlemen im- 
mediately prefented a p^ftol, and at ^he fame time ^ 
fervant rode up armed with a blunderbufs. The rob- 
ber, perceiving that he fhould be vigoroufly oppofed, 
. turned off from the chaife and difcharged a plftol at the 
fervant, who inftantly fell dead from his bprfe. The 
gentlemen had now leaped from the chaife : but the 
foremoft receiving a blow on his head with the flock 
of the piftol that had been juft fired, reeled back a few 
paces : the other having fired at the murderer without 
fuccefs, attempted to difmpunt him, and fuccecded ^ 
but while they were grappling with eaqh other, the 
villain drew a knife, and ftabbed his antagonift to tjie 
heart. He then, with th^ calm intrepidity of a hero 

who 
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who is familiar with danger^ proceeded to* rifle the 
pockets of the dead ^ and the furvivor having recovered 
from the blow, and being imperioufly commanded to 
deliver, was now obliged to comply. When the vie* 
tor had thus obtained the pecuniary reward of hi« 
pTowefsy he determined to lofe no part of the glory, 
which, as conqueror, was now in his power : turnings 
therefore, to the unhappy gentleman, whom he had 
plundered, he condefcended to infult him with the ap- 
I^aufe of confcious fuperiority ^ he told him, that he 
had never robbed any perfons who had behaved better f 
amd as a tribute due to the merit of the dead, and as a 
token of his efteem for the living, he generoufly threw 
him back a (hilling, to prevent his being, ftopped at the 
turnpike* 

. He now remounted his ho):fd, and fet off towards 
London: but at the turnpike,; a coach that was payings 
the toll, obftru^^d his way j and by the light of the 
.fiambeau that was behind it, he difcovered that his 
coat was much flained with blood > this difcovery threw 
Mm into fuch confufibn, that he attempted to ru(h by ^ 
he was, however, prevented ^ and his appearance giv- 
ing great reafon-to fiifpe6t hi»moUve, he was fexzed and. 
detained^ -jr* 

In the coach were two- ladies, and a-little boy about 
£ve years old. The ladies were greatly alarmed, when 
they heard that a perfon was taken who was fupj>ofed 
to have juil committed a robbery and a murder : they 
afked many queflions with great eagernefs 5 but their* 
inquiries were little regarded, till a gentleman rode up, 
who feeing their diflrefs, offered his afliflance. The el*^ 
der of the two ladies acquainted him, that her hufband 
Slf Harry Freeman was upon the road in his return* 

D 3 "^vow 
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from Gravcfendy where he had been to receive an on- 
Ij fon upon his arrival from India, after an abfence ofi 
near fix years ^ that herfelf and her danghter-in-law 
were come out to meet them, but were terrified with 
the apprehenfion that they might have been flopped by 
the man who had jufl been taken into cuflody. Their 
attention was now fuddenly called to the other fide of 
the coach by the child, who cried out in a tranfport of 
joy, "There is my grand-papa," This was indeed 
the Airvivor of the three who had been attacked by 
Bagfiiot : he was mounted on his fervant's horfe, and 
rode (lowly by the fide of the chaife, in which he hod 
juft placed the body of his fbn^ whofe countenance was 
disfigured with blood, and whofe fetitures were ^l ioi^ 
prefled with the agonies of death. Who can . cxpreft . 
the grief, horror, and defpair, with which a finthtr ex- 
Hbft«d this fpedaole to a mother and a' wife; wbor ex- 
-ptdied a fon and a hufBand, with all the tendemefeand 
ardour of conjugal and parental afie£Hon ! wlna but. 
long regretted his abfence,r who had anticipated the* 
jo/ of his- return^ and weve impatient to* pot into bit 
armsp ar pledge of his lor^e which he had nerer feenr I 

I will Rbt attempt to defcribe that diilrefs, which 
tears would not have fufiered me to behold : let it fuf- 
fice,-lfha« fach wa$ its effed upon thofe who were pre- 
fent, th^ the murderer was not without difficulty con- 
du6led alive to the prifonv and I am confident, that 
few who read tWs ftory, would have heard with regret 
that be was torn to pieces by the way. 

But before they congratulate themfelves upon a 
fenfe, which always diflinguifhes right and wrong by 
i» )ontaneous approbation and cenfure ^ let them tell me, 
with what fentiments they read of a youthful monarch, 

who 
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who at the head of an army in which every man be* 
came a hero by his example, paiTed over mountains and 
defexts, in feaich of new territories to invade, and new 
potentates to conquer ^ who routed armies which could 
fcarce be numbered, and took cities which were deenu^ 
ed impregnable. Do not they follow him in the path of 
flaughter with horrid complacency ? and when they fee 
him deluge the peaceful fields of induilrious fimplicity 
with blood, and leave them defolate to the widow and the 
orphan of the pofiefTor, do they not grow frantic in hit. 
praife, and concur to deify the mortal who could CQa<- 
quer only for glory, and return the kingdoms that he. 
won ? 

To thefe qoeltions, I am confident the greater pai± 
•f manklod mufk anftver in the affirmative ^ and, yet: 
nothiiag cai^ b&more abfuxd than thfiic- iiScs%sA appM^ 
benfions of the Hera and the Thief.; 

The Gondud of Bag^t and Alexander had ia gena» 
xalthe fame motive, and;the fameteBdeacy i the]F bothi 
fought a private gratification at the expence o£ othert |, 
and every cizcumHaaee' in whick they differ^ is greatly^ 
itt: fEivoar of Bagfliot. 

Bagihoty yrhtxi he had' loft his U& ihillisigy had loft 
the power of giratifying every appetite^ whether cxim^ 
nal or innocent ; and the. recovery of thia powKer, waiT; 
the obje6i of his expeditioo. 

Alexander, .when he fet oujt to conquer the wodc^. 
pofieiled all that Baglhot hoped to acquire^ and ^noxe^:. 
all his appetites jind pafiions were gratified, as far as ^e 
gratification of them was poflible ^ and as the force of 
temptation is always fuppofed proportionably to exte 
m^c ^U, Alexander's guilt was evidently greater. 

D 4; tha^> 
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than Bag(kotV, becaufe it cannot be pretended tbat his 
temptation was equal. 

. But though Alexander could not equally increafe 
the means ol his own happinefs, yet he produced much 
more dreadful and extenfive evil to fociety in the at- 
tempt. Bagfhot killed two men } and I have related 
the murder and hs confequences, with fuch particulars 
as ufually roufe that feniibilityy which often lies torpid 
during narratives of general calamity. Alexander, per- 
haps, deflroyed a million : and whoever refledis^ that 
each individual of this number had fome tender attach- 
nents which were broken by his death ; fome parent 
or wife, with whom he mingled tears in the parting 
embrace, and who longed with fend folicitude for his re- 
turn ; or, perhaps, fome iohjat whom his labour was to 
feed, and his vigilance proted^ will fee, that Alexander 
was more the pefl of fociety than Bagfhot, and more de- 
ferved a gibbet in the proportion of a million to one. 

It may, perhaps, be thought abfurd, to inquire into 
the virtues of Bagfhot^s character \ and yet virtue has 
never been thought incompatible with that of Alex- 
der. Alexander, we are told, gave proof of his great- 
Tiefs of mind, by his contempt of danger ^ but as Bag- 
fliot^s danger was equally voluntary and imminent, there 
ought to be no doubt but that his mind was equally 
great. Alexander, indeed, gave back the kingdoms 
that he won $ but after- the conqueil of a kingdom, 
•what remained for Alexander to give ? To a prince, 
whofe country he had invaded \^ith unprovoked hofli - 
•lity, and from whom he had violently wrefted the blef- 
fings of peace, he gave a dominion over the widows 
and orphans of thofe he had flain, the tinfel o£ diepen- 
dettt grea^nefs, and the.badge of royal fubjef^ion. And 

does 
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jdoes not Bag(hot defervcgequal honour, for throwing 
back a fhilling to the man, whofe perfonhe had inAilt^d, 
and whofe fon he had dabbed to the heart ? Alexander 
did not raviih or maflacre the women whom he found 
in the tent of Darius : neither did honeft Bagfiiot kill 
the gentleman whom he had plundered, when he was no 
longer able to reiift. 

If Bagfhot, then,, is juflly dragged to prifon, amidft 
the tumult of rage, menaces, and execrations ^ let Alex- 
ander, whom the lords of reafonhave extolled for ages, 
be no longer thought worthy of a triumph. 

As the acquifition of honour is frequently a motive - 
to the riik of life, it is of great importance to confer. 
it only upon virtue ^ and as honour is conferred by the 
public voice, it is of equal moment to drip thofe vices 
of their difguife which have been miflaken for virtue. 
The wretches who compofe the army of a' tyrant, are 
aflbciated by folly in the fcrvice of rapine and murder j . 
and that men (hould imagine they were deferving honour, 
by the maflacre of each other, merely to flatter ambi* 
tion with a new title, is, perhaps, as inicrutable a myf- 
tery as any that has perplexed reafon, and as grofs an 
abfurdity as any that has difgraced it. It is not, indeed^ 
fo much to punifh vice, as to prevent mifery, that . I 
wlfh to fee it always branded with infamy : for even 
the fuccelTes of vice terminate in the anguiih of difap- 
pointment. To Alexander, the fruit of all his con- 
quells was tears 5 and whoever goes about to gratify 
intemperate wifhes, will labour to as little purpofe, as 
he who (hould attempt to fill a fieve with water. 

I was accidentally led to purfue my fubjeft in this 
train, by the fight of an hiflorical chart, in which the: 
rife, the progrefs, the declenfiop, and duration of em- 

B 5 ^vt^^ 
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pirc, are- reprefented by the arrrangemcnt of different 
colours 5 and in which, not only extent, but duration 
is rendered a fenfible objeft. The Grecian empire,* 
which is dillinguiftied by a deep red, is a long narrow 
line y becaufe, though Alexander marked the world 
with his colour from Macedonia to Egypt, yet the co- 
lours peculiar to the hereditary potentates whom he 
difpolTeired, again took place upon his death : and in- 
deed, the queflion, whofe name fhall be conne£^ed with 
a particular country as its king, is, to thofe who hazard 
life in the dccifion, as trifling, as whether a (mall Q)Ot 
in a chart ihall be flained with red or yellow. That 
man fhould be permitted to decide fuch queflions by 
mems fo dreadful, is a reflexion under which he only 
can rejoice, who believes that God only reigns ^ and 
can appropriate the promife, that all things fhall work 
together for good. 
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Ibat triun^bans Vtrga. 



Sunt quirogatam rettuierint preces 

7utiffe Chriflo, rtdderet ut reo 

lumen jacentiy turn invenit halitum 

Vitcs innovatum^ wfiBus integris». PKUftENTt 

As refcuM firom intended wrongs 
The modefl virgin pac'd along, 
By blading heav*n deprivM of day 
Beneath her feet the accufer lay : 
She mark, and foon the pray'r arofe 
To Him who bade us love our foes \, 
By faith inforcM the pious call 
Again relumM the iightleis ballv . 

Xo love aa enemy, is the- diftinguifliing chara^erifiic 
of a religion, which is not* of man but of God. It could' 
be delivered as;a-precept only by him., who lived and' 
died to efiabliih it by his example; 

At the. cloie of- that fealbn, in which human frailty 
has commemorated fu£Ferings which it could not fuHain, 
«• feft(bnin which the mod zeajLous devotion can only 
fubdieote a change of food for a total abftinence ot 
forty days \ it cannot, furely, be incongruous to confi« 
der, what approaches we: can make to to that divine. 

D 6l love 
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loVe wbich thefe fufferings exprefled, and how far many 
in imitation of his Saviour, can blefs thofe who curfet 
bim, and return goofl for evil. 

We cannot, indeed, behold the example but at a dif- 
tance > nor confider it without being ilruck with a fenfe 
of our. own debility : every man who compares his life- 
with thi divine rule, inflead of exulting in his own ex- 
cellence, will fmite his bread like the publican, and 
cry out, " God be merciful to me a finner !'* Thus 
to acquaint us with ourfelves, may, perhaps, be. one ufe 
of the precept ^ but the precept cannot, furely^ be con- 
fidered as having nq other. 

X« know it will be faid, that our paflions are not in 
our power j and that, therefore, a precept, to love or 
to hate, is impofiibl^ > for if the gratification of all our" 
wi(hes was offered us to love a flrangcr as we love a 
child, we could not fulfil the conditiol:^ howevier we 
might defire the reward. 

But admitting this to be true, and that we cannot 
love an enemy as we love a friend } it is yet equally 
certain, that we may perform thofe anions which are 
produced by love, from a higher principle : we may, 
perhaps, derive moral excellence from natural defe6ls, 
and exert our reafon inflead of indulging a pafTion. If 
our enemy hungers we may feed him, and if he thirfts 
we may give him drink : this if we could love him, 
would be our condud j and this may flill be our conr 
du£l, though to love him is impoflible. The Chridian 
will be prompted to relieve the necefTities of his enemy, 
b> his love to God : he will rejoice in an opportunity 
to exprefs the zeal of his gratitude and the alacrity of 
his obedience, at the fame time that he appropriates 
the promifes and anticipates his reward. 

But 
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But though he who is beneficent upon the{e priiici* 
pies, may in the fcripture fenfe be faid to love his tut* 
my } yet fomething more may -(till be effe£l^d : the 
pafOon itfelf in fome. degree is in our power ^ we ma]C 
rife to a yet nearer emulation of divine forgivenefs, we 
may think as well as a£^ with kindnefs^ and be fandkifi-* 
ed.as well in heart as in life*. 

Though love and hatred are neceflarily produced in 
the human breaft, when the proper obj[^£ls of thefe paf-? 
iions occur, as the colour of material fubflances is ne? 
ccffarily perceived by an eye before which they arc exr 
hibited 5 yet it is in our power to change the paflion^ 
and to caufe either love or hatred to be excited, by: 
placing the fame objcdt in different circumdances y as 
a changeable filk of blue and yellow may be held fo as 
to excite the idea either of yellow or blue. 

No a6l is deemed more injurious, or refented with 
greater acrimony, than the marriage of a child, efpe- 
cially of a daughter, without the confent of a parent ; it 
is frequently confidered as a breach of the flrongeft and 
tendered obligations ^ as folly and ingratitude, treachery 
and rebellion. By the imputation of thefe vices, a 
^ child becomes the obje£i: of indignation and refentment : 
indignation and refentment in the bread, therefore, of 
the parent are neceflarily excited ; and there can be no 
^ doubt, but that thefe are fpecies of hatred. But if the 
child is confidered as dill retaining the endearing foft? 
nefs of filial afFe£lion, as dill longing for reconciliation^ 
and profaning the rites of marriage with tears 5 as hav- 
ing been driven from the path of duty, only by the vior 
lence of padions which none have always redded, and 
which many have indulged with much great ex turpitude ^ 
the fame objed that before excited indignati<?Q and ter 
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fentment, wxU now be regarded witll ^y, Mulipity k a., 
impedes of loTe. 

Thofe, indeed, who refent this breach of filial duty 
with implacability^ tbongh perhaps it is the only one of 
which the offender has been guilty, demonibrate that.*' 
they are -without natural affedion y and that they 
would have proflituted their offspring, if not to hifl^ 
yet to affefUons which are equally vile and Ibrdid, the* 
thirft of gold', or the cravings- of ambition : for he caii' 
never be thought to be fincerely interefted in the feli« 
city of his child, who, when fome oft he means of hap- 
pinefs are loft by indifcretion, foffers hia refentment to^. 
take away the reff. 

Among friends, fallies of quick refentment are ex- 
tremely frequent. Friendibip is a. conffant reciprocal 
tion of benefits, to which the facrifice of private interefl> 
is fometimes necefiary : it is common for each.to fet too* 
much value upon thofe which he bellows, and too little^: 
upon thofe which he receives f this mutual miffake in 
fb important an eftimation,^ produces mutual charges of 
unkindnefs and ingratitude; each, perhapsv profefles- 
himfelf ready to forgive,, but neither will condefcend- 
to be "forgiven. Pride, therefore, ftill increafesthe en- 
mity which it began 5 the friend, is confidered as felfi(h,. 
afliiming, injurious and revengeful) he confequently be- 
comes an objed of hatred ; and while he isrthus confi- 
dered, to love him is impofiible. But thus to confider- 
him, is at once a folly and a fault: each ought to re-> 
fie£l, that he is, at leail in the opinion of theother, in^ 
curring the crimes that he imputes > that the founda^ 
tion of their enmity is no • more than a miffake ; and! 
that this miilake^ is the effed of weaknefs or vanity, , 
which is common to all mankind :. the charader of 

7: both 
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both would then aflume a very different afpe6^ ; love 
would again be excited by the return of its objedb^ and 
each would be impatient to exchange acknowledge- 
xnents, and recover the felicity which was fo near be- 
ing loft. 

But if after we have admitted an acquaintance to our 
bofom as a friend, it (hould. appear that we had mi£> 
taken his chara£ter^ if he fhould betray our confi8ence| 
and ufe the knowledge of our affairs, which perhaps hef 
obtained by offers of fervice, to effedl our ruin j if he 
defames us to the world, and adds perjury to falfehood y 
if he violates the chaftity of a wife, or feduces a daugh- 
ter to proflitution ^ we may ftill confider him in fuch 
eircumftances as will incline us to ful£l the precept^ 
and to regard him without the rancour of hatred or 
the fury of revenge. 

Every character, however it may defcrvc punifh- 
ment, excites hatred only in proportion as it appears ta 
be malicious ^ and pure malice has never been imputed 
to human beings, The wretch, who has thus deceived; 
and injured us, ihould be confidered as having ulti-^ 
mately intended, not evil to us, but good to himfelf.. 
It fhould alfobe remembered, that he has miftakenthc: 
means ) that he has forfeited the friend(hip:of Him 
whofe favour is bettet than life, by the fame condu£i:i; 
which forfeited ours f and that to whatever view he fa- 
crificed our temporal, intereft, to that alfo he facrificedi 
his own hope of immortality ^ that he is now feeking fe- 
licity which he can never find, and incurring punifh- 
ment that will lail for ever. And* how much better 
than this wretch is he, in whom the contemplation o£ 
his condition can excite no pity ? Surely if fuch an. 
enemy hungers, we may,, without fup£refluig any ^^£- 



S8 TH£ ADVENTUILI&. NO. XLVIIL 

Hon, give him food 5 for who that fees a cnminal drag- 
ged to execution, for whatever crime, would refiife 
him a cup of cold water ? 

On the contrary, he whom God has for^ven mud 
neceflarily become amiable to man : to confider his cha- 
rader without prejudice or partiality, after it has been 
changed by repentance, is to love him ^ and im*- 
partially to confider it, is not only our duty but our 
intereil. 

Thus may we love our enemies, and. add a dignity 
to our nature of which pagan virtue had no conception. 
But if to love our enemies is the glory of a Chridian, 
to treat others with coldnefs, negle^, and maligpity, 
is rather the reproach of a fiend than than a man. Un- 
provoked enmity, the frown of unkindnefs, and the me- 
naces of oppreflion, fhould be far from thofe who pro- 
fefs themfelves to be followers of Him who in his life 
went about doing good y who indantly healed a wound 
that was given in his defence 5 and who, when he was 
fainting in his laH agony, and treated with mockery 
and derifion, conceived at once a prayer and an apology 
for his murderers j Father, forgive them 5 they know not 
what they do. 
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'Flumina libant 



tktmma leve s j ■ Yikc* 

. ' - They lightly ikim, 
And gently dp the dimply rlver^s bnmw^ 

X HE charader of the fcholars of the prefent age wiD 
not be much injured or mifreprefented by faying, that 
they feem to be fuperficially acqua.infed with a multi- 
tude of fubjeds, but to go to the bottom of very few. 
This app^ears in criticifin and polite learning, '«t welt 
as in the abflrufer fciences : by the dlffufion of know* 
ledge, its depth U abated. 

Eutyches harangues with wonderful, ptaufibility on 
the diflin£^ merits of all the Greek and Roman clkffics, ^ 
without having thoroughly and attentively perufed, or 
entered into the fpirit and fcope of one of them. But 
Eutyches has diligently digefled the diflertations of Ra- 
pin, Bouhours, Felton, Blackwall, and Rollin \ treatifes 
that adminiiler great confolation to the indolent and 
incurious, to thofewho can tamely reft fatiisfied with fe- 
cond-hand knowledge, as they give concife accounts of 
all the great heroes of ancient literature, and enable 
them to fpeak of {their feveral chara6lers, without 
h % tedious drudgery of perufing the originals. Bdt 
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the characters of writers, as of men, are of a very mixed 
and complicated nature, and are not to be comprehend- 
ed in fo fmall a compafs : fuch ebje^s do not admit 
of being drawn in miniature, with accuracy and 
diitin^nefs. 

To the prefent prevailing paflion for French mo- 
ralifls and French critics* may be imputed the fuperfi- 
cial fhew of learning and abilities of which I am com- 
plaining. And iince thefe alluring authors are become 
not only fo fafhionable an amufement of thofe who call 
themfelves the polite woild,but alfo ingrofs the atten- 
tion of academical fludents, I am tempted to inquire 
into the merits of the moft celebrated among them of 
both kinds. 

That Montague abounds in native wit, in qmck pe- 
netration, in a perfe^ knowledge of the human heart, 
and- the various vanities sgid vices that lurk in it, can- 
not juAly be denied* But a man who undertakes to. 
tranfmit his thoughts on life and manners to pofterity, 
with the hopes of entertaining and amending . future, 
ages, muft be either exceedingly vain or exceedingly^ 
carelefsyif he experts either of thefe effeds can be pro- 
duced by wanton Tallies of the imagination, by ufele& 
and impertinenent digreffions^ by never forming or fol- 
lowing any regular plan, never claiBng or confining 
his thoughts, never changing or rejeding any fentiment 
that occurs to him. Yet this appears to have been the 
condudl of our celebrated eflayift : and it has produced 
v^j aukward imitators, who, under the notion of 
writing with the fire and freedom of this lively old Gaf-^ 
con, have fallen into confuied rhapfodies and uninterefl- 
ing cgotiims. 
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But tliefe blemlflies of Montague ar^trifling and uii* 
important, compared with his vanity, his indecency, 
and his fcepticifm. That man mufl totally have fup* 
prefied the natural love of honeH reputation, which is 
fo powerfully felt by the truly wife and good, who can. 
calmly fit down to give a'catsdogue of his private vices, 
and publi(h his mod feeret infirmities, with the pre» 
tence of exhibiting a faithful pi6lure of himfelf, and o£ 
cfxadly pourtraying the minuteil features of his mind* 
Surely he deferves the cenfure Quintilian beflows oa- 
Demetriui, a celebrated Grecian itatuary, that he was^ 
'' nimius in veritate, et fimilitudinis quam pidchritudin 
^ nis amantior^'* more' ftudioua of Iikeae& thank of 
beauty. 

Though the maxims of the Duke de la Rochefouw 
cauk, another fafliionable philofopher, are writttii witJr 
•zprefiive dbegance, sind with nervous brevity^ yet i 
muft be pardoned for affirming^ that he who labours ta 
idTon the digmty of human nature, deilroys many effi« 
a«ciop» motives for pradifiag worthy a^kions, and de-* 
fcrves-ill of his fellow ci?eatures, wrhom he points in darlb 
and difagreeable colours. Ar the opinione of metk 
iifiially contrai6^ a tin^bure from the circtunftances and' 
csonditions of their Hves,. it is es^ to difcem t^ 
chagrined courtier, in the fatire which the polite mifittw 
thrope has compofed on his^owa ^ecies. According to 
his gloomy and uncomfortable fyftem^ virtue Ls m»ni^ 
the refult of temper and conflitution, of chance or oi 
vanity, of fafhion or the fear of lofing^reputation. Thua 
humanity is brutalized ^ and every high and generous 
principle is reprefented as imaginary, romantic, and chi* 
merical j reafon, which by fome is too much aggran- 
dized 
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dized and almoft deified, is here degraded into aa ab- 
jed flave af appetite and paflion, and deprived even of 
her jvrft and indifputable authority. As a Cbrifiiany 
and as a man, I defpife, I deteft fuch debafing prin- 
ciples. ^ 
' Rochefoucault, to pve a fmartnefs and (hortnels t<r 
his fentences, frequently makes ufe of the antithefis, a 
mode of fpeaking the moil tirefome and diftgufting of 
any, by the famenefs and fimilarity of the periods. And 
f«metimes, in. order to keep up the point, he negleds- 
the propriety and juftnefs of the ientiment, and groff* 
\j contradids himfelf. ** Happine&|^' {ky$ he, ** con- 
^ fiftt in the taKe, and not in the things : and it is by 
'^ enjoying what a man loves, that he becomes happy ^ 
^^ not by having what others think defirabte.*' Theob* 
Tious dodrine contaiRed in this refledtion, is the great 
power of imagination with regard to felicity : but, add» 
the refledor, in a following maxim, " We are never 
<* fo happy or fo miferable, as we imagine ourfelves tm 
^* be 'y*^ which is certainly a plain and palpable contra- 
di^on of the foregoing opinion. And of fiidl Contra* 
didionfr many infiances might be alleged in this ad- 
mired writer, which evidently (hew that he had not di-' 
gefted his thoughts with philofbphical exadnefs 2iid> 
precifion. 

But the chara6lers of La Brueyre deferve to be* 
fpoken of in far different terms. They are drawn with 
fyirit and propriety, without a total departure from na- 
ture and refemblance, as fometimes irikthe cafe in pre- 
tended pi£lures of life. In a few inilafhces only he has 
liailed, by overcharging his portraits with many ridicu- 
lous features that cannot exifl together in one fubje6l y 
as in the character of Menalcas the abfent man, which, 

thpugh 



No. XLIX. '^ THE ADVENTURBH. 5^3 

though applauded by one of my predeceflbrff, is furely 
abfurd, and fal(e to nature. This, author appears to be 
a warm admirer of virtue, and a deady promoter of hej: 
intereft : he was neither afhamed of Chriftianity, nor 
a£raid to defend it : accordingly, few have expofed the 
folly and abfurdity of modi(h infidels, of infidels made 
by vanity and npt by want of convi6lion, with fo much 
folidity and pl^afantry united : he difdained to facrj- 
fyt truth to levity and Ucentioufii^^. JVE^y of hfsch^- 
raders are perfonal, and contain allufions which cannot 
now be under^od. It is, Indeed, the fatis of perfonal 
fatire to peri(h with the generation in which it is wrjt 
ten 4 many artful flrgkes in Theophraflus himfelf, per- 
haps, appear coa^fe or infipid, which the Athenians upon 
with adiqiration. A different age and different natioh 
render us incapable of relifhing feveral beauties in the 
Alchymifl of Johnfon, ^d in th^ Don Quixote of Ce^r- 
yantes. 

Saint Evremond is a florid and verbofe trifler, with* 
t>ut novelty or folidity in his refled^ions. What more 
can be expedted from one, who propofed the diffolute 
and affe6ted Petronius for his model in writing and liv- 
ing ? 

As the corruption of our tafle is not of equal confe- 
quence with the depravation of our virtue, I (hall not 
fpend fo much time on the critics, as I have don^ on 
the moralifts of France. 

How admirably Rapin,' the moil popular among them, 

' was qualified to fit judgment upon Homer and Thucy- 

dides, Demoilhene^ and Plato, may be gathered from an 

anecdote preferved by Menage, who|afHrms upon his own 

knowledge, that Le Fevre of Saumur fiirnifhed this af- 

' fudging critic with the Greek paffages he had occafion 
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to cite, Rapin himfelf being totally ignorant of that 
language. The cenfures and commendations this writ- 
er beftowSy are general and indifcriminate j without (pe- 
cifying the reafons of his approbation or diflike, and 
without alleging the paffages that maj fupport hk 
opinion : whereas juft criticifm demands, not only that 
every beauty or blemilh be minutely pointed .out in its 
different degree and kind, but alfo that the reafon and 
foundation of excellencies and faults be accurately af- 
certained. 

Boflu is u&ally aud juftly placed at the head of the 
commentators on Ariflotle^s poetics, which certainly 
he underftood and explained in a more mafterly man- 
ner than either Beni or Caflelvetro : but in one or two 
inftances he has indulged a love of fubtilty and ground- 
lefs refinement. That I may not be accufed of affe^ng 
a kind of hatred againfl all the French critics, 
I- would obfcrve, that this learned writer merits the at- 
tention and diligent perufual of the true fcholar. What 
I principally admire in Bofiu, is the regularity of his 
plan, and the exaflnefs of his method ) which add uti< 
lity as well as beauty to his work. 

Brumoy has difplayed the excellencies of the Grefck 
Tragedy in a judicious and comprehenfive manner. His 
tranflations are faithful and elegant } and the analyiis 
of thofe plays, which, on account of fbmecircumilances 
in ancient manners, would (hock the readers of this age, 
and would not therefore bear an entire verfion, is per- 
fpicuous and full. Of all the French critics, be and 
the judicious Fenelon have had the ju^ce to confefs, 
or perhaps the penetration to perceive, in what in- 
flances Comeille and Racine hzrt falfified and mo* 

demized 
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dernized the charaders, and overloaded with unnecef- 
iary mtrlgues, the fimple plots of the ancients. 

Let no one, however, deceive himfelf in thinking, 
that he can gain a competent knowledge either of Arif- 
totle or Sophocles, from BoiTu or Brumoy, how exceU 
lent foever thefe two commentators may be* To con« 
template thefe exalted geniuies through fuch mediums, 
is like beholding the orb o£ the fun, during an eclipfe, 
in a vefiel of water. But let them eagerly prefs for- 
ward to the great originals :/' juvet integros accedere fon- 
*' tesj" " his be the joy t'approach the untafted fprings.*' 
Let him remember, that the Grecian writers alone, 
both critics and poets, are the beil mailers to teach, in 
in Milton's emphatical ftyle, " What the laws are of a 
** true epic poem, what of a dramatic, what of a lyric ^ 
^ what decorum is ^ which is the grand mafterpiece to 
*^ obferve. This would make them foon perceive, what 
^* defpicable creatures our common rhymers and pLiy- 
** Wrights be ^ and (hew them, what religious, what glo- 
^ rious and magnificent ufe might be made of poetry^ 
** both in divine and human things." 

Z 
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^utcunque turpi fraude fimel lanotutt, 

Etiamfi vera dici^ amlttitjidem. Phazi* 

The wretch that often has deccivM, 
Though truth he fpeaks j is ne'er belicv'd. 

AVhen Ariftotle was opce ^fked, what a man coulA 
^ain by uttering falfhoods j he replied, *• Not to be 
" credited when he (hall tell the truth." 

The chara6ler of a liar is at once fo hateful jand con- 
temptible, that even of thofe who have loft their vir- 
tue it might be expeded, that from the violation of 
truth they (hould be xe drained by their pride. Almoft 
every other voice that difgraces human nature, may be 
kept in countenance by applaufe and aflbciation : the 
corrupter of virgin innocence fees himfelf envied by the 
men, and at leafl not detefled by the women : the 
drunkard may eafily unite with beings, devoted like 
himfelf to noify merriments or jQlent infeniibiHty, who 
will celebrate his vidories over the novices of intem- 
perance|boaft themfelves the companions of his prowefs, 
and tell with rapture of the multitudes whom unfuccefl*- 
ful emulation has hurried to the grave \ even the rob- 
ber and the cut-throat have their followers, who iad- 

mire 
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mire their addrefs and intrepidity, their firatagems of 
rapine, an4 their fidelity tor the gang. 

The liar, and only the liar, is invariably and univer* 
fally defpifed, abandoned, and difowned : he has no do" 
mefUp confolations, which he can oppofe to the cen« 
fure of mankind ^ he can retire to no fraternity, where 
his crimed may (land in the place of virtues ^ but is 
given up to the hifles of the multitude, without friend 
and without apologift. It is the peculiar condition of 
falfehood, to be equally detefled by the good and bad : 
" The devils," fays Sir Thomas Brown, ** do not tell 
*^ lies to one another ^ for truth is neceflary toisll fo- 
^' cieties : nor can thcM3t\ foe ietY. hell fubfiil wfthout 
" it." ^'^> ^ 

It is natural to exped:, that a crime thus generally 
detefled fhould be generally avoided ^ at leafl, that 
none fhould expofe himfelf to unbated and unpitied in- 
famy, without an adequate temptation; and that to guilt 
fo eafily deteded, and fo feverely punifhed^an adequate 
temptation would not readily be. found. 

Yet fo it is, that in defiance of cenfure and contempt, 
truth is frequently violated ^ and fcarcely the moil vi* 
gilant and unremitted circumfpedlion will fecure him 
that mixes with mankind, from being hourly deceived 
by men of whom it can fcarely be imagined, that they 
mean any injury to him or profit to themfelves ; even 
where the fubje^ of converfation could not have 'been 
expelled to put the paflions in motion, or to have ex* 
'cited either hope or fear, or zeal or malignity, fuffi- 
cient to induce any man to put his reputation in hazard, 
however little he might value it, or to overpower the 
love of truth, however weak might be its influence. 

The cafuifls have very diligently diflinguifhed lies 

Vot. II. E V^ti 
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into their feveral clafies, according to their various de- 
grees of malignity : but they have^ I thinkf generally 
emitted that which is mod common, and perhaps, not 
lead mifchievous } which, iince the moralifls have not 
given it a name, I fhall diftinguifh as the Lie of Vanity. 
I To vanity may juflly be imputed moid of the falfe-* 
koods, which every man perceives hourly playing upon 
his ear, and, perhaps, moil of thofe that are propagated 
with fuccefs. To the lie of conmierce, and the lie of 
malice, the motive is fo apparent, that they are feldom 
negligently or implicitly received : fufpicion is always 
watchful over the practices of intereft 5 and whatever 
the hope of gain, or deiire of mifchief, can prompt one 
man t6 affert, another is by reafons equally ^cogent incit- 
ed to refute. But vanity pleafes herfelf with fuch 
light gratifications, and looks forward to pleafurc fo 
remotely confequential, that her pradices raife no alarm, 
and her flratagems are not eafily di&overed. 

Vanity is, indeed, often fuffered to pais unpurfued 
by fufpicion y becaufe he that would watch her motions, 
can never be at reil : fraud and malice are boimded in 
their influence ^ fome opportunity of time and place is 
ifeceffary to their agency j but fcarce any man is ab- 
flraded one moment from his vanity ^ and he, tojwhom 
truth affords no gratifications, is generally inclined to 
feek them in falfehoods. 

It is remarked by Sir Kenelm Digby, " that every 
'** man has a defire to appear fuperior to others, though 
" it were only in having feen what they have not feen/' 
Such an accidental advantage, fince it neither implies 
merit, nor confers dignity, one would think fhould not 
be defircd fo much as to be counterfeited : yet eveji 
this vanity, trifling as it is, produces immmcrable nar- 
rative^, 
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xatives, all equally falfe ^ but more or lefs credible in 
proportion to the ikill or confidence of their relater. How 
many may a man of diffuiive converfation count among 
his acquaintances, whofe lives have been fignalized by 
numberlefs efcapes ^ who never crofs the river but in a 
Horm, or take a journey into the country without more 
adventures than befel the knight-errants of ancient 
times in pathlefs forefls or enchanted caflles ! How ma-* 
ny muA he know, to whom portents and prodigies are 
of daily occurrence } and for whom nature is hourly- 
working wonders invifible to every other eye, only To 
fupply them with lhbje£l« of converfation. 

Others there are that amufe themfelves with the dif- 
iemination of falfehood, at greater hazard of detection 
and difgrace ^ men marked out by fome lucky planet 
for univerfal confidence and friendfhip, who have been 
confulted in every difficulty, entrufted with every fe- 
cret, and fummoned to every tranfadion : it is the fu« 
preme felicity of thefe men, to dun all.companies with 
Boify information ^ to dill doubt, and overbear oppo- 
fition,with certain knowledge or authentic intelligence* 
A liar of this kind, with a ftrong memory or brifk ima- 
gination, is often the oracle of an obfcure club, and, 
till time difcovers his impodui;e8, di6lates to his hear- 
' ers with uncontrouled authority ^ for if a public que- 
flion be darted, he was prefent at the debate 5 if a new 
£afhion be mentioned, he was at court the fird day of 
its appearance J if a new performance of literature 
draws the attention of the public, he has patronifed the 
author, and (ten his work in manufrcipt ^ if a criminal 
of eminence be condemned to die, he often predided 
his fate, and endeavoured his reformation : and v^Vw^ 
that lives at a didance from the {ccue oi 2LSu!()Xk^ Vi^ 
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dare to contradid a man, Who reporU from hit- •WH' 
oyes and ears, and" to ndiom all perfons and affiurs wn 
thus intimately unknorwii i 

This kind of falsehood is generally fucceftful fcr A 
tiniey becaufe it is praftiied at firft with tamidity «Ad 
caution : but the profperity of the liar is of Aort dura- 
tion } tlie reception of one ftory is always aa incite- 
ment to the forgery #f another lefs firebaliAc : and he 
goes on to triumph oyer tadit credulity, till pride er 
reafon rUes up againft him, and his compemons will no 
longer endure to fee him wifer than themielveSi 

It is apparent, that the inventors of all thefefafiions 
intend fome exsdtation of themfelves, and are led oflF 
by the purfuit of honour £rom their attendsmce upon 
truth : their narratives always imply fome confeqoence 
in favour of their courage, their iagacity, or their ac- 
tivity, their ^miliarity with the learned, or thair re- 
ception amotig the great ^ they are always bribed by 
the prefent pleafure of feeing themfelves fuperior tci 
thofe that furround them, and receiving the homage of 
filent attention and envious admiration. 

But vanity is fometimes excited to fi^on by lefs vi- 
iible gratifications: the prefent age abounds with a 
race of liars who are content with the confcioufheis of 
falfehood, and wnofe pride is to deceive others without 
any gain or glory to themfelves. Of this tribe it is the 
fupreme pleafure to remark a lady in the playhoufe or 
the park, and to publi(h, under 'the charaderof a man 
fuddenly enamoured, an advertifement in the news of 
the next day, containing a minute defcription of her 
perfon aAd her drefs. From this artifice, however, na 
other effe^ can be expeded^ than perturbations which 
the water caa never fee, and conjedur^ of which he 
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never can be informed : fbme mifchiefy liowever, he 
hopes he has done 5 and to have done mifchief, is of 
finae importance. He hts his invention to work again, 
^d produces a narrative of a robbery or a murder, with 
all the circumflances of time and place accurately ad- 
jufled. This is a j eft of greater effedl and longer du« 
ration: ifhefixe^ his fcene at a proper diflance, he 
may for feveral day^ keep a. wife in terror for her huf- 
band; or a mother for her Ton) and pleafe himfelf with 
refleding, that by his abilities and addrefs fome addi- 
tion is made to the miferles of life. 

Ttiere is, I think, an ancient law in Scotland,, by 
which leafing-making was capitally punifhed. I -am, 
indeed, far from defiring to increafe ii^ this kingdom 
the number ^of executions : yet I cannot, but think, that 
they who deflroy the confidence of fociety, weaken the 
credit of intelligence, and interrupt the fecurity of life ^ 
iarrais the delicate with (hame,^ and perplex the timo- 
rous with alarms > might very properly be aw^cned 
to a fenfe of their crimes, by denunciations of a whip- 
ping-pofl or pillory : fince many are fo infenfible of 
right and wrong, that they have no itandard of adion 
but the law 5 nor feel guilt, but as they dread puni(h- 
ment. 
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Si quid ex Pindari Flaccive diElis fuerit interjeBum^ 
fplendet oratio ; 6* fordefcityji quid efaeris P/almis afiti 
-fuerit attextum ? An Lihri Spiritds cctleflis tffiatii proditi 
for dent nobis prafcriftis Homen\ Eur^idis^ aut Ennii. 

Erasmus. ' 

Is a difcourfe beautlEed by a quotation from Pindat 
and Horace > and ihall we think it blemifhed by a pal- 
fage from the facred Pfalms aptly interwoven ? Do wc 
defpife the books which were dI6lated by the Spirit of 
God, in comparifon of Homer, Euripides, and Ennius \ 

To the Adventurer. 

SIR, 

In the library of the Benedidine Monks at Lyons, ha» 
lately been difcovered a mofl curious manufcrtpt of Ae 
celebrated Lon^nus. As I know you wiU eagerly em- 
brace every opportunity of contributing to promote, or 
rather revive, a reverence and love for the facred writ- 
ings, I fend you the following extra d tranil^ted from 
this e;i:traordinaiy work. . 



Mr 
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My dear Terentianus, 

You may remember that in my trcatife on the Su- 
blime, I quoted a ftriking example of it from Mofcs the 
Jewifti lawgiver j " Let there be light, and there was 
*' light." I have fince met with a large volume tran- 
flated into Greek by the order of Ptolemy, containing* 
all the religious opinions, the civil laws and cuftoms, of 
that fingular and unaccountable people. And to con- 
fefs the truth, I am greatly aftoniChed at the incompa- 
rable elevation of its flile, and the fupreme grandeur of 
its images } many of v^rhich excel the utmoil efforts of 
the mofl exalted genius of Greece. 

At the appearance of God, the mountains and the 
foreHs do not only tremble as in Homer, but '' are 
** melted down like wax at his prefence.** He rides 
not on a fwift chariot over the level waves like Nep-^ 
tune, but ^* comes flying upon the wings of the wind ; 
*' while the floods clap their hands, and the hills and 
*^ forefls, ahd earth and heaven, all exult together be- 
** fore their Lord." And how doft thou conceive, 
my friend, the exalted idea of the univerfal prefence of 
the infinite mind can be expreffed, adequately to the 
dignity of the fubje6^, but in the following manner I 
** Whither fhall I go from thy ^fence ? If I climb up 
*^ into heaven, thou art there ! If I go down to hell, 
^' lo, thou art there alfo ! If I tako wings and fly to- 
** ward the morning, or remain in the uttermoft parts 
** of the weftem ocean j even there alfo" ■ the poet 
does not fay " I (hall find thee," but, far more forcibly 
and emphatically ■ ■■" thy right hand fhall hold me." 
With what majefly and magnificence is the CREM- 
ATOR of the world, before whom the whole univerfe 
h reprefented as nothing,^ nay, lefs tiiwi Ti^\)cL\xi^^ 'kcA. 

E 4 N^^»x:3 
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vanity introduced snaking the following fubltthe enqui- ' 
py ! " Who harh meafured the waters in the hollow of 
*^ his handy and meted out heavea with a fpan, and' 
*^ comprehended the duft of the earth in a meafore, wad 
*' weighed the mountains !n fcalet, and the hills ttl a 
** balance ?^' Produce me, TefentiaBus, any image or 
defcription in Plato himiclf, fo truly elevated and di* 
vine ! Where did thefe barbarians learn to fpeak oS 
God, in terms that alone appear worthy of him ? How 
contemptible and vile are the deities of Homer and 
Kefiod, in comparifon of this Jehovah of the illiterate 
Jews ! before whom^ to ufe this poet^s own words, all 
other Gods are ** as a dtop of a butket, and are cotm- 
Hd ^^ as the fmall dull of the balance/' 

Had I been acquainted with this wonderful volume^' 
while I Was writing my tfeatife on the Pathetic^ I 
oould have enriched my work with many firokes of 
eloquence, more irreiiftibly moving than any I have? 
borrowed ffom our three great tragedians, or eveii 
from the tender Simonides himfelf. The fame Mofes 
I formerly mentioned, relat-es the hiftofy of a youtb 
fold into captivity by his brethren,^ in a manner fo 
deeply Interefting, with fo many Iktle ilrokes of nature 
and paffioii, with fuch penetrating knowledge of tht5 
human heart, with fuch various and unexpe^ed chan- 

$es of fortune, and^ith fuch a diiking and important 
ifcovery, as cannot be read without aftonifhment and 
tears ^ and which I am almost confident Ariflotle 
Would have preferred to the dory of his admired 
Oedipus, for the artificial manner in which the recogni« 
tion, ^vmytet^t^t^ is effe^ed, emerging gradually from the 
incidents and circumftances of the ftory itfelf, and not 
^0122 things extrinfical and uneflential to the table* 
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In another part we are prelented with the pkEtuxe of 
a man moft vutuotts^ and opright, who, for the trial and 
exereife of his fdttitode and patience^ is hurled down 
from the fummlts of felicity, into. the lowed depths of 
diSttth and de^air. Were ever forrow, and mi&r j, and 
compaffion, expreiied mor^ forcibly and' feelingly, than 
hj the behaviovnr of his friends, who when they firft 
difcovered him in this altered conditian, depute, a^ 
ilided, tormented, *^ fat down with him upon the 
** ground feven days, and feven nights; and none fpake 
'' a word, unto him, fox they Taw that his grief was very 
^ great. ^ Let us candidly confefs, that this noble pai^ 
&ge is equal; if not fuperior to that celebrated deferip* 
tion of parental forrow in iEfchylus y where that vene^ 
rable father of tragedy, whofe fire and enthufiafJEnfome- 
times force him forwards to the very borders of impro« 
bsbflity, has in this inftance juflly repreiented Niobe 
0tthig difconfoktely three days together upon the tomb 
<^ her children, covered with a veil, and observing a 
profound filence. Such iilences are fomething more af« 
leding, and moie ftrengly expreffive of paiTion, than the 
moft. artful ipeeches. In Sophocles, when the unfor- 
tunate Deianira difcovers her miflake in having fent a 
poifoned veflment to her hufband Hercules, her fur- 
prize and for row are unfpeakable, and ihe anfwers not 
her fon who acquaints her with the difafter, but goes off 
the (lage without uttering a fyllable. A writer unac* 
quaint ed with nature and the heart, would have put it 
into her mouth twenty florid jambics, in which (he 
would bitterly have bewailed her misfortunes, and 
informed the fpe£lators that (hejwas going to die. 

In reprefenting like the defolation and deflru^lionof 
the cities of Babylon and TyK, tbfefe Jewifli writers 

E 5 have 
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have afforded many inflances of true pathos. One of 
them exprefies the extreme diftrefs occafioned by a far 
mine, by this moying circumftance : *' The tongue c^ 
'^ the fuckiiig child cleaveth to the roof of his mouth 
** for third ^ the young children aik bread, and nm man 
'^ breaketh it unto them \ the hands of the pitiful wo* 
*' men have fodden their own children,^* Which ten^ 
der and affe^ing flroke reminds me of the piAure of a 
lacked city by Ariflides the Tbeban^on which we have 
k often gazed with inexpreflible delight : that great 
artill has exprefled the concern of a bleeding and dye- 
ing mother, left her infant, who is creeping to her fide*, 
ihould lick the blood that flows from her breaft, and 
miftake it four her milk. 

In the ninth book of the Iliad, Homc^ repsefent^ thf^ 
horrors of a conquered city, by faying, that' her heroes 
ihould be (lain, her palaces overthrown, her matrons rar 
yifhed, and her whole race enflaved. But one of thefe 
Jewifh poets, by a Angle clrcumflance, has far more 
emphatically pointed out the utter defolation of Baby- 
lon ? ^* I will make a man more precious than fine 
**" gold \ even a fingle perfon, than the goldenwcdge of 
<^ Ophir/* 

What feems to be particularly excellent in thefe 
writers, is their feledtion of fuch adjunds and circum« 
fiances upon each fubjed, as are befl calculated to 
ibrike the imagination and expbellifh their defcriptions. 
Thus, they think it not enough to fay ** th^t Babylon, 
** the gk>ry of kingdon^s, fliall never more Be inha^ 
" bited 5"' but they add a pidurefque ftroke, ** neither 
** (hall the Arabian pitch his tent there: the wild 
^ beads of the ifland fhall cry in their defolate houfes, 
^^ ^^d dragons in their pleasant places.!' 
^ / You 
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Ypu have heard me frequently obferve, how much 
viiionSy or images, by which a writer feems to behold 
obje6ls that are abfent, or even non-exiftent, contribute 
to the true fublime. "for this reafon I have ever ad- 
mired Minerva^s fpeech in the fifth book of the Iliad, 
where (he tells her favourite Dipmede, ** that (he will 
** purge his eyes from the mifts of mortality, and give 
** him power clearly to difcern the gods that were at 
" that time afUding the Trojans, that' he might not 
*' be guilty of the impiety of wounding any of the ce- 
** leftial beings, Venus excepted." Obferve the fu* 
perior flrength and livelinefs of the following image : 
" Jehovah," the tutelar God of the Jews, " opened 
^' the eyes of the young man, and he faw 3 and behold, 
*^ the mountain was full of horfes, and chariots oj[ ^ra 
** round ftbout him!" :■ ^ 

^ Do we flart and tremble, and turn pale, whea Oref? 
tes exclaims that the furies are rudiing forward to feize 
him ? and (hall we be lefs affected with the writer, who 
breaks out into the following queflion ? ^i Who is this 
** that Cometh from £dom with dyed garments from 
^ Bofra ) this that is glorious in his apparel, travelling 
*' in the greatnefs of his ftrength ?" — It is the aven- 
ging God of the opprefled Jews, whom the poet ima- 
gines he beholds, and whofe anfwer follows, " I that 
** sun mighty to fave." Wherefore," refumes the 
poet^ *' art thou red in thine apparel, and thy garments 
** like him that treadeth in the wine-fat ?" ** I have 
** trodden the wine-prefs alone," anfwers the God^ 
** and of the people there were none with me ) for I 
^ will tread them in mine anger, and trample them iu 
** my fury, and their blood (hall be fprinkled upon my 

garments^ and I will (lain all my raiment*" Another 

£ 6 vtitcj^ 
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ifvHter, full of the idea of that deftruAion with which 
his country was threatened, cries out, ** How long fiiail 
*^ I fee the flandard, and hear the found of the trum- 
*' pet !'* And to reprefent total defolation, he ima- 
gines he fees the unirerfe reduced to its primitive 
chaos : ** I beheld the earth, and lo ! it was without 
*^ form and void ^ and the heavenS| and they had no 
« Hght." 

Above all, I am marvelloufly ftruck with the beauty 
and boldnefs of the Frofpbpaeias, and the rich variety 
of comparifons, with which every page of thefe extra- 
ordinary writings abound. When I fhall have pointed 
out a few of thefe to your view, I (hall think your cu- 
riofity will be fufficiently excited to perufe the book it- 
felf from which they are drawn. And do not fuffer 
yourfelf to be prejudiced againft it, by the reproaches, 
raillery, and fatire, which I know my friend and difei- 
ple Porphyry is perpetually -pouring trpon the Jews. 
farewell. 



No. 
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'Ha nugaferia ducent 

•In mala derifum. Hoe. 



-Trifles fuch as tbefe 



To ferious mifchiefs lead. Feangis. 

To the AOVENTURXA. 

SIR, 

A HOUGH there are many calamities to which all men 
are equally expofed, yet fome fpecies of intelle6tual di- 
ilrefs are thought to be peculiar to the vicious. The 
various evils of difeafe and poverty, pain and forrow, 
arc frequently derived from others \ bat ihame and 
confufion are fuppofcd to proceed from ourfelves, and 
to be incurred only by the mifcondud which they ptt« 
nifh. This fuppofition is indeed fpecious \ but I am 
convinced by the flrongefl evidence that it is not true : 
I can oppofe experience to theory \ and as it will ap- 
pear that I fuffer confiderable lois by my teflk)aony, it 
mud be allowed to have the moft diftin^uiflung cha* 
raftcriflic of fincerity. 

That every man is happy in proportion as he is vir- 
tuous, was once my favourite principle : I advanced and 
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defended it in all companies ^ and as the laft effort of 
tny genius in its behalf, I contrived a feries of events 
by which it was illullrated and eftablifhed : and that I 
might fubftitute adion for narrative, and decorate fen- 
timent with the beauties of poetry, I regulated my 
ftory by the rules of the drama, and with great appli- 
cation and labour wrought it into a tragedy. 

When it was finiihed, I fate down like Hercules af- 
ter his labours, exulting in the paft, and enjoying the 
future by anticipation. I read it to every friend who 
favoured me with a viiit, and when I went abroad, I al- 
ways put it into my pocket. Thus it became known 
to a circle that was always increafing^ and was at 
length mentioned with fuch commendation to a very 
great lady, that (he was pleafed to favour me with a 
meflage, by which I was invited to break^ifl at nine 
the next morning, and acquainted that a feled compa- 
ny would then expert the pleafure of hearing me rea4 
my play* 

The delight that I received from the contemplation 
«f my^performance, the encomium of my friends, and 
efpecially this meflage, was in my opinion an experi- 
mental proof of my principles, and a reward of my 
merit. I receded with great felf-complacence, upon 
the general complaint that genins was without patro- 
nage ; and concluded, that all who had been negle6ted 
were unworthy of notiee. I believed that my own 
elevation was not only certain but near ^ and that the 
reprefentation of my play would be fecured by' a mef- 
fage to the manager; which would render the mortify- 
ing drudgery of folicitation and attendance unneceffary. 

Elated with thefe expedations, I rofe early in the 
monunjr, and being dr^ffeid long before it was time to 



fct out, I amufed myfclf by repeating the favouiite paC- 
fages of my tragedy aloud, forming polite anfwers to 
the compliments that fhoUld be made, and adjuAing the 
ceremony of my vifit* 

I obferred the time appointed wilh fuch pun^uaHty, 
that I knocked at the, door while the clock was ilrik- 
ing. Orders had been given foo my admittance 3 and 
the porter being otherwife engaged, it happened that 
the fervant whofie place it was to introduce me, opened 
the door in his flead, and upon hearing my name, ad- 
vanced diredUy before me into the room ^ fo that no 
difcovery was made of an enormous queue of brown 
paper, which fome mifchievous brat had with a crooked 
pin hung between the two locks of my major periwig. 
I -followed the yalet into a magnificent apartment, 
''where, after I had got within a very large Indian 
fcreen, I found five ladies and a. gentleman^ 

I was ^ little difconcerted in my firfl addrefs, by the 
refpe^ that was ihjewn me, and the curioiity with whick 
I was regarded : however, I made my general obeii^ 
ance, and addrefling myfelf in particular to the elder of 
the ladies, whom I confidered as my patronefs, I ex- 
prefTed my fenfe of the honour ihe had done me, in a 
{hort fpcech which I had preconceived for the purpofe j 
but I was immediately informed, that the lady whofc 
favour I had acknowledged was not yet come down: 
this miflake increafed my confufioa> for as. I could not 
again repeat the fame words, I lefledled, that 4, fliquld 
beatlaft unprepared for the occafion on which they 
were to have been ufed. The company all his while 

# 

continued (landing : I therefore haftily turned about,* 
to reconnoitre my chaix j but the moment I was feated 
I perceived every one labouring to flifle a laugh. I^ 
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inflanfly fufpefted that I had committed fome ridica- 
lous indecorum, and I attempted to apolo^ze for I 
knew not \i?hat offence ^ but after fome hefitation, mf 
extreme fenfibility ilruck me fpeechlefs* The gentle- 
man, however, kindly difcovered the caufe of their 
merriment, by excldming againfl the rude licentiou^ 
nefs of the vulgar, and at the fame time taking from 
behind me the pendulous reproach to the honours a£ 
my bead. This difcovery zSoidei. me inexpreflible re- 
lief ^ my paper ramellie was thrown into the fire, and 
I joined in the laugh which it produced : but I was 
ilill embarraffed by the confequences of my uiilake^ 
and expedled the lady by whom I had been iavited^ 
with foHcltude and apprehenfion. 

When (he came in, the deference with which (he 
was treated by perfons who were fo much my fiiperiors, 
flruck mc with awe ^ my powers of recolle6lion were 
fu(pended, and I refolved to exprefs my fentiments only 
by the lownefs of my bow and the diflance of my be- 
haviour : I therefore haftily retreated backward ; and 
at the fame time bowing with the moft profound reve- 
rence, unhappily overturned the fcreen, which in its 
fall threw down the break&ft table, broke all the chi- 
na, and crippled the lap-dog. In the midft of this ruin 
t flood torpid in (ilence and amazement, fhumed with 
the (hrieks of the ladies, the yelling of the dog, and the 
clattering of the china : and while I confidered myfelf 
as the author of fuch complicated mifchief, I believe I 
felt as keen angui(h *as he, who with a halter about his 
neck looks up, while the other end of it is faftening to 
a gibbet. 

The fcreen, however, was foon replaced, and the 
broken china removed } and though the dog was the 

principal 
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principal objeft of attention, yet the lady ibttetiinet acU 
▼erted to me : five politely defired that I would con* 
fider the accident as of no con&quence y the china, ih< 
&id, wat a trifle, and (he hoped Pompey was more 
frighted thsm hurt. I made fome apology, but wit& 
great con&fion and incoherence : at length, howeves^ 
we were again feated^ aoid breakfail was brought in. 

I was extremely mortified to perceive, that the di& 
courfe turned wholly upon the virtues of Pompey, and 
the confequences of his hurt : it was examined with 
great attention and folieitude,. and found to^be a razuff 
of the ikin the whole length ai one of his foic-leg^. 
After fome topical application,, his cufhixHor was placed 
in the corner by his lady, upon whicli be lay down,, and 
indeed whined piteouOy. 

I was beginning to recover from my perplexity, and 
bad joil made an attempt to introduce a new fubje^ of 
converfationi when cafUng my eye downward I was a>> 
gain thrown into extreme confufirsn^ by feeing fome* 
thing hang from the fore-paxtof my chair, which I imat- 
gined to be a portion of my fliirt } though indeed at 
was no other than the comer of a napkin on which I 
iat, and which, during the confufion produced by the 
fall of the icreen, had been left on the chair. 

My embarraifment was foon difcovered,. thongji the 
caufe was miftaken : and the lady hoping to remove it, 
by giving me an opportunity to difplay my abilities 
without the reftraint of ceremony, requeued that I 
Would now give her the pleafuie which flie l£ad impa- 
tiently expe6bed, and read my play. 

My play, therefore, I was obEged to produce, and 
having found an opportunity haftily to button up the 
comer of the napkin while tbe>manufcript lay o^^jca in 

^1 
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my lap, I began to read : and thougli my voice was at 
firfl languid, tremulous, and irrefolute, yet my attention 
was at length drawn from my iituation to my fubjed } I 
pronounced with great emphafis and propriety, and I 
began to watch for the eff&ds which 1 expe6led tm 
produce upon my auditors ^ but I was extremely mor« 
tified to find, that whenever I paufed to gire room for 
a remark or encomium, the interval was filled with aa 
ejaculation of pity for the dog, who dill continued f 
whine upon his cufhion, and was lamented in thefe af- 
fedionate and pathetic terms ■ ** Ah ! poor, dear, 
** pretty, little creature." 

It happened however, that by fome incidents in tbe 
fourth a6t the pafiioas were apparently interefled, and 
I was juft exulting in my fuccefs, when the lady who 
fat next me unhappily opening her fnuff-box, which was~ 
tiot effeded without fome difficulty, the dufl that flew 
up threw me into a fit of fneezing, which inftantly 
caufed my upper lip to put me again out of counte- 
nance : I therefore hailily felt for my hajidkerchief,and 
it was not with lefs emotion than if I h^d feen a ghoili 
that I difcovered it had been picked out of my pocket. 
In the mean time the opprobrious effuiion defcendcd 
like an icicle to my chin ^ and the eyes of the com- 
pany, which this accident had drawn upon me, were 
now turned away, with looks which fliewed that their 
pity was not proof againfl the ridicule of my diftrefis* 
What I fuffered at this moment, caii neither be expref- 
fed nor conceived : I turned my head this way and that 
in the anguifh of my mind, without knowing what I 
fought } and at lafl holding up my manufcript before 
my face, I was compelled to make ufe of the end of my 
iieckloth^ which I again buttoned into my bofom. Af- 
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ter many painful efforta I proceeded in my leflure, and 
again fixed the attention of my hearers. The fourth 
a6t was fini(hed, and they exprefled great impatierxe to 
hear the catailrophe : I therefore began the fifth with 
frefh confidence and vigour ^ but before I had 
read a page, I was interrupted by two gentlemen 
of great quality, profelTors of Buckifin, wlio came witk 
a defign to wait upon the ladies to an au6tion. 

I rofe up with the reft of the company when they 
came in ', but what was my aftoniihment, to perceive 
the napkin, which I had unfortunately fecured by one 
corner, hang down from my waift to the ground ! From 
this dilemma, however, I was delivered by the noble 
Buck who ftood neareft to me, who, fwearing an oath 
of aftonilhment, twitched the napkin from me, and 
throwing it to the fervant, told him that he had re- 
deemed it , from the rats, who were dragging it by de- 
grees into a place where he would never have looked 
for it. The young ladies were fcarce lefs confounded 
at this accident than 1 3 and the noble matron herfelf 
was fomewhat difconcerted : fhe faw my extreme con- 
fufion 'y andt bought fit to apologize for her confines be- 
haviour : " He is a wild boy. Sir," fays (he, " he plays 
*' thefe tricks with every body j but it is his way, and 
" nobody minds it." When we were once more feated^ 
the Bucks, upon the peremptory refufal of the ladies 
to go out, declared they would ftay and hear the laft 
ad of my tragedy > I was therefore requefted to go on. 
But my fpirits were quite exhaufted by the violent agi- 
tation of my mind ', and I was intimidated by the pre- 
fence of two perfons, who appeared to confider me and 
my perfonnance as objects ovljr of merriment and fporU 

I VlQUld 
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I would gladXy litve rencmncedall that In the morning 
had been the objcft of my hopCj to recover the cHgm- 
ty which I had already loft in my own eflimation j and 
had fcarce any wifh but to return without any further 
difgrace into the quiet fliades of obfcurity. The ladieS| 
however^ would take no denial, and 1 was at length 
obliged to comply, 

I was much pleafed and furprifed at tike at^tntiotf . 
with which my new auditors feemed to liflcn as I went 
on: the dog was now filent ^ I xncreafed the pathos of 
my voice in proportion as I afcended the climax of di£- 
treis, and fhtttered myfelf that poetry and tmth woold 
Be fttlJ vidorious ; but juft at this crifis, the gentfe- 
man, who had difengaged me from the napkin, defired 
me to ftop half a moment ^ fomething, he &id, had'juft 
fhirted into his mind, which if he did not communicate 
he might forget: then turning to hid c ompa n i o n, 
^ Jack," fays he, " there was fold in Sxnithfif^ no 
" longer ago than laft Saturday, the largeit ox' that 
•• ever I beheld in my life,** The ridicule of this ma- 
licious apoftrophe was fo finking, that pity anddecomm 
gave way, and my patronnefs herfelf burft into laugh- 
ter : upon me, indeed, it produced a very different ''ef- 
fe^ : for if he had been detefted in an unfaccefsful at- 
tempt to pick a pocket, I could not have Celt more 
(hame, confufion and anguifh. The laughter into which 
the company had been furprized, was, however, Inmxe- 
diately fupprefled, and a fevere cenfnre pctffed upon the 
perfon who pr^oduced it. To atone for the mortifica- 
lioA which I had filtered, the ladies exprefled the ut- 
moft impatience to hear the conclufion, and I was en- 
couraged by repeated encomiums to proceed ^ but 
though I once more attempted to recoiled, myfelf, and 

again 
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Igaia begaa tlie ipeech ia which I had been inter* 
ruptedi yet my thou^^ were iliU dillf sifted^ IB7 
toice filtered, and I had icarte breath to finilh tha 
fixil peciod. 

This was xemarked by ray tormentor the Buck, who 
iuddenly fnatchcd the jnanu£cript out my hands, declared 
that 1 4id bot do my iday juftice, and that he w-ould fin- 
i&k it himielf. He then began to read j but the effec- 
ted gravity of his countenaace, the umiBtusal tone of - 
his voice, and the remembrance of his late anecdote of 
the ox, excited ienfationa diat m^^re incompaiilde both 
wiUi pity anditerror, and rendered me extremely wretch* 
ed by keeping At compaiiy perpetAially on the brink 
of laughter. 

In the a^on of iny play, virAie had been fiiftained 
by her own dignity, and exulted in the enjoyment of 
int^UeSiuad and independent happinefs, during a (eries of 
exteziial calamities that terminated in death ^ and vice, 
by the fuccefs of her own <fH:ojd6ls, had been betrayed 
into fiiame, perplexity and confulion. Thefe «Tent8 
were indeed natural } and therefore { poetically infer- 
red, with j(illthecon6de^eofdemonftration,that *' the 
*^ torments of Tartarus, and the felicity of Elyiium^ 
*^ were not neceflary to the juftification of the Gods ^ 
** lince whaterer inequality :might be pretended in 
'' the diftribution of externals, peace is flillthe prero- 
'^ gative of virtue, and intelle6hial mifery canbe ia« 
" flided only by guilt.** 

But the intelle6hial mifery which I fuffered at the 
very moment when this favourite fentiment was read^ 
produced an irrififlable convidiion that it was falfe ^ be- 
caufe, except' the dread of that puni(hment which I had 
indire&ly denied, I felt all the torment iW. c^nM.\^^ 
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infli6led by guilt. In the profccution of an underuk*- 
tng which I believed to be virtuous, peace had been 
driveh from my> heart, hj the concurrence of accident 
with the vices of others j and the mifery that I fuffer- 
ed, fuddenly propagated itfelf : for not only enjoy- 
ment but hope was now at an end ; my play,, upon 
which both had depended, was overturned from iti 
foundation ; and I vpqs fo much affe£^ed that I took 
my leave with the abrupt hafte of diftrefs and per- 
plexity. I had no concern about what (hoald be faid 
of me when 1 was departed ^ and, perhaps, at the mo- 
ment when. I went out of the houfe, there was not in 
the world any human being more wretched than myfelf. 
The next morning, when I reflefted coolly upon thefe 
events, I would willingly have reconciled my experience 
with my .principles, even at the expence of my morals, 
I would have fuppofed that my defire of approbation was 
inordinate, and that a virtuous indifference about the 
opinion of others would have prevented all my diftrefs ; 
but I was compelled to acknowledge, that to acquire 
this indifference was not pofTible, and that no man be- 
comes vicious by not effeding impoffibilities : there 
may be heights of virtue beyond our reach } but to be 
vicious, we mud either do fomething from which we 
have power to abflain, or negle£^ fomething which we 
have power to do : there remained, therefore, no ex- 
pedient to recover any part of the credit I had loft, but 
fetting a truth, which I had newly difcovered by 
means fo extraordinary, in a new light j and with this 
iriew I am a candidate for a place in the Adventurer. 

I am, SlR^joMx\&c, 

DRAMATICUS- 
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^ifque fuos patimur Manes. Vmofc 

Each has his lot, and bears the fate he drfcw. 
SIR, Fleet, May 6. 

In confequence of my engagements, I addrefs yoa 
once more from the habitations ofmifery. In this place, 
from which bufinefs and pleftAire are equally excluded, 
and in which our only employment and diverfion is to 
hear the narratives of each other, I might much fooner 
have gathered materials for a letter, had I not hoped to 
have been reminded of my promife : but fince I find 
myfelf placed in the regions of oblivion, where I am no 
lefs negle£ted by you than by the reft of mankind, I re- 
folved no longer to wait for folicitation, but ftole early 
this evening from between gloomy fullennefs and ri- 
otous merriment, to give you an account of part of my 
companions. 

One of the moft eminent members of our club is Mr. . 
Edward Scamper, a man of whofe name the Olympic 
heroes would not have been afhamed. Ned was bom 
to a fmall eftate, which he determined to improve \ and 
therefore, as foon as he became pf age, mortgaged part 
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of bis land to buy a mare and ilallion, and bred horfes 
for the courfe. Re was at firfl very fuccefsful, and 
gained feveral of tbe king's plates, as he irnow every 
day boafting, at the expence of very little more than 
ten times their value. At laft, however, he difcoveredi 
that vidory brought him more honour than profit ; re<» 
(blving, therefore, to be rich as well as illuftrious, he 
repleni(hed his pockets by another mortgage, became 
on a fudden a daring better, and refolving not to trufl 
a jockey with his fortune, rode his horfe himfelf, dif- 
tanced two of his competitors the firft heat, and at laft 
won the race, by forcing his horfe on a defcent at full 
fpecd, at the hazard of his neck. His eflate was thus 
repaired, and fome friends that had no fouls advifed him 
to give over ; but Ned now knew the way to riches, 
and therefore without caution increafed his expences. 
From this hour he talked and dreamed of nothing but a 
horfe race ^ and a:ifiAg foon to the fummit of equeftrian 
reputation, he was conflantly expe^ed on every courfe, 
divided all his time between lords and jockies, and, sa 
the unexperienced regulated their betts by his exaniple, 
gained a great deal of money by laying openly on one 
horfe and fecretly on the other. Ned was now (b fure 
of growing rich, that he involved his ^ate in a third 
mortgage, borrowed money of all his friends, and 
xifqued his whole fortune upon Bay-Lincoln. He 
mounted with beating Tieart, ftartcd fair, and won the 
(irfl heat ^ but in the fecund, as he was pufhing againil 
the foremofl of his rivals, his girth broke, his ilioulder 
was diflocated, and before he was difmifled by the fur- 
geon, two bailiffs faftened upon him, and he faw New- 
market no more. His daily amufement for four years 
has been to blow the fignal for Parting, to make ima- 
3 ginary 
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ginary matches, to repeat the pedigree of Bay- Lincoln, 
and to form refolutions againft trufting another groom 
with the choice of his girth. 

The next in feniority is Mr. Timothy Snug, a man 
of deep contrivance and impenetrable fecrecy. His 
father died with the reputation of more wealth than he 
poflefied : Tim, therefore, entered the world with a 
reputed fortune of ten thoufand pounds. Of this he 
very well knew that eight thoufand was imaginary : 
but being a man of refined policy, and knowing how « 
much honour is annexed to riches, he refolved never 
to dete6l his own poverty 3 but furnifhed his houfe 
with elegance, fcattered his money with pr6fu{idh, en- 
couraged every fcheme of coftly pleafure, fpoke of 
petty loffes with negligence, and on the day before an * 
execution entered his doors, had proclaimed at a public 
table his refolution to be jolted no longer in a hackney- 
coach. 

Another of my companions is the magnanimous Jack 

Scatter, the.fon of a country gentleman, who having 

no other care than to leave him rich, coniidered that 

•literature could not be had without expence ^ maders 

would not teach for nothing -, and when a book was 

bought and read, it would fell for little. Jack was 

therefore taught to read and write by the butler j and 

when this acquifition was made, was left to pafs his days 

in the kitchen and the liable, where he heard no crime 

cenfured but covetoufnefs and diflrufl .of poor honell 

fervants, and where all the praife was beftowed on good 

houfekeeping and a free heart. At the death of his 

' father, Jack fet himfelf to retrieve the honour of his fa^ 

mily : he abandoned his cellar to the butler, ordered 

his groom to provide hay and corn at difcretion, took 

Vol. II. F >k^s. 
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bis boufekeeper^s word for- the ezpences of the 
kitchen, allowed all his fervanU to do their work hf 
deputies, permitted his domeflics to keep his houie 
open to their relations and acquaintance, and in tea 
years was conveyed hither, without having purchafed 
by the loft of his patrimony either honour or plea^ure^ 
«r obtained any other gratification than that of bavintf 
corrupted the neighbouring villagers by luxury and! 
idlenefs. 

Dick Serge was a draper in Comhill, and pafled 
eight years in profperous diligence, without any care 
but to keep his books, or any ambition but ;to be in 
time an alderman ^ but then, by fome unaccoyntable 
revolution in his und^rftanding, he became enamoured 
of wit and humour, defpifed the converfation of pedlan 
and ftockjobbers, and rambled eyery night to the re- 
gions of gaiety, in quell of company fuited to his tafle« 
The wits at firft Hocked about him for fport, and aftei^ 
wards for intereft ^ fome found their way into his books, 
and fome into his pockets ; the m^n of adventure was 
equipped from his (hop for the purfuit of a fortune ^ 
and he had fometimes the honour to have his fecurity 
accepted when his friends were in diflrefs. £lated 
•with thefe a^ociations, he foon learned to negled his 
Ihop^ and having drawn his money out of the funds 
to avoid the neceflity of teazing men of Jionour for 
trifling debts, he has been forced at lail to retire hi* 
ther, till his friends can procure him a poll at court. 

Another that joins in the fame mefs is Bob Comicei, 
-whofe life has been fpent in fitting up a houfe. About 
ten years ago Bob purchafed 'the country habitation of 
a bankrupt : the mere (hell of a building. Bob holds 
^0 great matter, the infide is .the teft of elegance. 

O 
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Of this houfe he was bo fooner m^flqr than he fum* 
moned twenty workmen to hi^ afi^ftancey tore up the 
floors and laid them ane^^ ftripf e4 off the wainfcbt, 
drew the' windows from their frames, altered thedifpo*- 
Ution of doors and fire places, ^nd. caft the whole fa* 
brie into a new form : his next care Was to have his 
ceilings painted, his pannels guilt, and his chimneys 
pieces carved ; every thing wa^ executed by the ableft 
•hands : Bob^s buiinefs was to follow th^ workmen with 
lei mi.crofcope, find call upon them to retouch their per- 
formances, and heighten ex<;ellcnce to perfedion. The 
^reputation of his houfe now brings round him a daily - 
confluence of vifitants, and every one tells him of fome 
islegance which he has hither^a.overlooked, fome con- 
venience not yet procured, or fome new mode in orna- 
ment or furniture* Bob, who had no wiih bul to be 
admired, nor any guide but the fafhion, thought every 
thing beautiful in proportion as it was new, and confi- 
dered his work as unfinifhed, while any obferver could 
fugged an addition!^ fome alteration was therefore every 
day made, without any other motive than the charms 
of novelty. A traveller at lafl fuggefted to him the 
convenience of a grotto : Bob immediately ordered 
the mount of his garden to be excavated^ and having 
laid out a large fumin (hells and minerals, was bufy in 
regulating the difpofition of the colours and luflres, 
when two gentlemen, who had afked permiflion to his 
gardens, prefented him a Writ, ^nd led him off to lefs 
elegant apartments. 

H^I know not. Sir, whether among this fraternity of 
forrow yoa will think any much to be pitied j nor in- 
deed do many of them appear to fo\\c\\. coTSi^^^\o\i^ 
far they generally applaud their ov?ii couiuft-i^Tv^ ^^^ 

F 1 
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pife thofe whom want of tafle or fpirits fuffers to grow 
rich. It were happy if the prifons of the kingdom were 
filled only with charaSers like thefe, men whom prof- 
perity could not make ufeful» and whom ruin cannot 
make wife : but there arc among us many who raife 
different fenfations, many that owe their prefent mifery 
to the fedudions of treachery, the flrokes of cafualty, 
or the tendernefs of pity ^ many whofe fufferings dil- 
grace fociety, and whofe virtues would adorn it: of 
thefe, when familiarity (hall have enabled me to recount 
their flories without horror, you may exped anothet 
narrative from, 

SIR, 
T Your moft humble fervant, 

MISAGYRUS. 
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Senfim labefaBa cadebat 



Religi o Claudianus. 

— His confidence in heav'n 
Sunk by degrees 

If a reclufe moraliil, wHo fpeculates in a cloyfter, 
{hould fuppofe every practice to be infamous in pro- 
portion as it is allowed to be criminal, no man would 
wonder : but every man who is acquainted with life, 
and is able to lubflitute the difcoveries of experience for 
the dedufUons of reafon, knows that he would be mis- 
taken. 

Lying is generally allowed to be lefs criminal than 
adultery \ and yet it is known to render a man much 
more infamous and contemptible \ for he who would ' . 
modeflly acquiefce in an imputation of adultery as 3 \ 
compliment, would refent that of a lie as an infult, for 
which life only could atone. Thus are men tamely led 
hoodwinked by cuflom, the creature of their own fol- 
ly, and while imaginary light flafhes under the bandage 
which excludes the reality, they fondly believe that 
they behold the fan. 

F 3 Lying 



126 TBI ADVENTURXl. Nfi. LIV; 

Lying, however, does not incur mCre infamy than it 
defervfs, though other vices incur lefs. I have before 
remarked, that there are fome pradices, which, though 
they degrade a man to the lowed clafs of moral charac- 
ters, do yet imply fome natural fuperiority j but lying is, 
on the contrary, always an implication of weaknefs and 
defeft. Slander is the revenge of a coward, and difli- 
mulation his defence ; lying boalls are tHe fligma of im- 
pptent ambition, of obfcurity without merit, and pridc- 
totally deftitute of intellectual dignity : and even lies ^ 
of apology imply indifcretion or rufticity, ignoranicey 
folly, or indecorum. 

Biit there is equal turpitude, and yet greater meat^« 
nefs, in thofc forms of fpeech which deceive without di^. 
red falfehood. The crime is committed with greater 
deliberation, as it requires more contrivance ; and hy 
the offenders the ufe of language is totally perverted • 
they conceal a meaning oppofite to that which they ex-_ 
prefs 5 their fpeech is a kind of riddle propounded for^ 
an evil, purpofe ; and as they may, therefore, be pro- 
perly diftinguifhed by the name of Sphinxes, there . 
lyould not perhaps be much caufe for regret, if, like the 
firft monfter of the name, they (hould break their necks , 
upon the folution of their enigmas. 

Indireft lies more effeftually than others deftroy that 
mutual confidence, which is faid to be the band of fo- 
ciety : they are more frequently repeated, becaufe they 
are not prevented by the dread of deteflion : and he 
who has obtained a virtuous. charafter is not always be- 
lieved, becaufe we know not but that he may have been 
perfuaded by the fophiftry of folly, that to deceive is . 
not to lie, and that there is a certain manner in whict < 

truth 
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«■ 

iTuth may be violated without incurring either gailt ot 
ihame. 

But lying however praftifed, does, like every other 
vice, ultimately difappoint its*own purpofe : ** A lying 
** tongue i« but for a moment.** Detradion, when it 
IS difcovered to be falfe, confers honour, and diflimula"** 
tion provokes refentment^ the falfe boail incurs con* 
tetnpt, and the falfe apology aggravates 'the oflfence. 

Is it not, therefore, aflonifhing, that a practice, fot- 
whatever reafon, fo univerfally infamous and unfucce&- 
ful, ihould not be more generally and fcmpulouny' 
avoided ? To think, is to renounce it ^ and, that I may 
fix the attention of my readers a little longer upon the 
fftbje£^, I (hall relate a ftory^ which, perh|ips^ by thofe 
vho have much fenfibility, will not foon be forgotten* 

Charlotte and Maria were educated together at an 
eminent boarding-fchool near London : there was little 
difference in their age, and their perfonal accomplifli- 
ments were equal: but though their families were of 
the fame rank, yet^ as Charlotte was an only child, ihe - 
was confiderably fuponor in-far tmi «» ■ 

Soon after they were taken home, Charlotte was ad- 
drefled by Captain Freeman, who, befides his commif- 
iion in the guards, had a fmall paternal eftate : but as • 
her friends hoped for a tnore advantageous match, the 
Captain was defired to forbear his vifits, and the lady 
to think of him iw more.~ After fome fruitlefs flruggles 
they acquiefced 'y but the drfcontent of both was fo ap^ 
parent, that it was thought expedient to remove Mif) 
into the country. She was fent to her aunt, the Lady 
Meadows, who, with H§r daughter, lived retired at the 
family feat, more than one hundred miles diftant from 
the metropolis. After (he had repined in this dreary fo- 

F 4. \i\.vxv«^ 



Ij8 THE ADVENTURER. No. LfV, 

litude from April to Augufl, (he was furprifed with a 
vifit from her father, who brought with him Sir James 
Forrefl, a young gentleman who had jufl fucceeded to 
a baronets title, and a. yery large eflate in the fame 
count J. Sir James had good-nature and good-fenfe, an 
agreeable perfon, and an eafy addrefs : Mifs was infen- 
fibly pleafed with his company j her vanity, if not her 
love, had a new objed *, a deiire to be delivered from 
a flate of dependence and obfcurity, had almofl abfbrb- 
ed all the red ) and it is no wonder that this deiire was 
gratified, when fcarce any other was felt; or that 
in compliance with the united folicitations of her 
friends, and her lover, (he fufFered herfelf within a few 
week$ to become a lady and a wife. They continued 
in the country till the beginning of 06lober, and then 
came up to London, having prevailed upon her aunt to 
accompany them, that Mifs Meadows, with whom the 
bride had contrafled an intimate friendfhip, niight 
be gratified with the diverflons of the^Jtown during the 
winter. 

• 

Captain Freemau, when he -heard that Mifs Char- 
lotte was married, immediately made propofals of mar- 
riage to Maria, with whom he became acquainted dur- 
ing his vifits to her friend, and foon after married her. 

The friendfhip of the two young ladies feemed to 
be rather increafed than diminifhed by their marriage j 
they were always of the fame party bcjth in the private 
-and public diverflons of the fcafon, and vifited each 
other without the formalities of meffages and drefs. 

But neither Sir James nor Mrs. Freeman could re- 
flefl: without uneafinefs upon tHe frequent interviews 
which this familiarity and confidence produced between 
a lover and his miilrefs, whom force only had divided \ 

and 
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and though of thefe interviews they were themfelves 
witnefles, yet Sir James infenfibly became jealous of 
his lady, and Mrs. Freeman of her hufband. 

It happened in the May following, that Sir James 
went about ten miles out of town to.be prefent at the 
• clcdion of a member of parliament for the county, and 
was not cxpefted to return till the next day. In the 
•evening his lady took a chair and vifited Mrs. Free- 
inan : the reft of the company went away early, the 
Captain was upon guard, Sir James, was out of town, 
and the two ladies after fupper fate down to piquet, and 
continued the game without once refle£ling upon the 
hour, till three in the morning. Lady Forreft would 
then have gone home j but Mrs. Freeman, perhaps 
chiefly to conceal a contrary defire, importuned her to 
ftay till the Captain came in, and at length with fome 
reludlance fhe confented. 

About five the Captain came home, and Lady For- 
reft immediately fent out for a chair : a chair, as It hap- 
pened, could not be procured : but a hackney-coach be- 
ing brought in its ftead, the Captain infifted upon v.alt- 
izig on her ladyftiip home, Thl» ftie refufed with feme 
emotion 5 it is probable that (he ftill regarded the Cap- 
tain with lefs indifference than ftie wiftied, and was 
therefore more fenfible of the impropriety of his oifer: 
but her reafons for rejedling it, however forcible, be- 
ing fuch as flie could not allege^^he perfifted, and her 
refolution was overborne. Ey this importunate com- 
plaifance,, the Captain had not only thrown. Lady For- 
reft into confufion, but difpleafed his wife : (lie coulc! nor, 
.however, without unpolitenefs, oppofe it j and left her 
.uneafinefs fliould.be difcovered, flie affedcd a negli- 
gence which in fome degree revenged it : (lie defircri 
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that when he came back he would not difturb her, for - 
that fhe (hould go diredly to bed } and added, with a < 
kind of droufy infeniibilit^^ ** I am more thanlialf aileep » 
" already." 

Lady Forrefl and the Captain were to go from the" 
Haymarket to Grofvenor Square. It was about half :* 
an hour after fi'ye when they got into the coach : 
the morning was remarkably fine, the lat< conteft had^ 
fhaken off all difpofitlon to fleep, and Lady Forrefl could . 
not help faying, that fhe had much rather take a walk 
in the Park than go home to bed. The Captain zea- 
louily expreiled the fame fentiment, and propofed that 
the coach (hould fet them down at St. James's Gate. . 
The lady, however, had nearly the fame objections 
againil being feen in the Mall without any other com- 
pany than the Captain, that (he had againil its being? 
known that they were alpne together in a hackney- 
coach : (lie, therefore, to extricatcThcrfclf from this fe^* 
cond difficulty, propofed that they (hould call at her fa-iu 
ther*s in Bond-flreet, and take her coufin Meadows, , 
whom (he knew to be- an early riler with them^ This 
proje^l was immediately put in execution ) but Lady 
Forrefl found her coufin indifpofed with a cold; When 
fhe had communicated the dedgn of this early vifit; 
Mifs Meadows intreated her to give up her walk in 
the Park, to flay till the family rofe, and go home'af-- 
ter breakfafl •, " No," replied Lady Forrefl, *M am 
" determined up on a walk jbutas I muflfiril get rid of 
^* Captain Freeman, I will fend down word that I wilt 
" take your ^vice." A fervant was accordingly dif- 
patehed to acquaint the Captain^ who was waiting be- 
low, that Mifs Meadows was indifpofed and- had en- 
gaged Lady Forreft tobteakfaft. 

No. 
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^iJ qui/que vilft, nunqttam bomini/atifm 

Cauium eft in boras, HoR.» - 

While danger hourly round us rife, 
No cautlpn guards us from furprife. 
^ Francis. - 

The Captain difcharged thfr^oach 5 but being piqued 
at the behaviour of his. wife, |ind feeling that flow of » 
fpirits which ufually returns with the motning, even to 
thofe who have not ilept in the night, he had no defire 
to go. homC) and therefore refolved ta enjoy the fine 
morning in the Park alone. • 

Lady Forreft, not doubting but that~ the Captain 
would immediately return home, congratulated herfelf 
upon her deliverance > but at the fame time -to indulge, 
her defire of a walk, followed him into the Park. 

The Captain had reached the top of *the Mall, and 
taming back, .met her before (he had advanced two 
hundred yards beyond the palace. The moment (he 
perceived him, the remembrance of her meflage, the 
motivesthat produced it, the detedUon of itsf falfehood, - 
and difcovery of its defign, her difappointment and con* 
Icioulheb of that very fituation which (he had fo much 
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reafonto avoid, all concurred to cover lier M^lth confu- 
fion which it was impoflible to hide : pride and good 
'breeding were, however^ ftill predominant over truth 
and prudence ^ ilie was flill zealous to remove from the 
Captain^s mind^any fufpicion of a defign to fhun him, 
and therefore, with an effort perhaps equal to that of a 
hero who fmiles upon the rack, (he affefted an air of 
gaiety, faid (he Was glad to fee him, and as an excufe 
for her meffage and her condu£^, prattled fomelhing 
about the ficklenefs of woman^s mind, and concluded 
with obferving, that (he changed her's too often ever 
to be mad. By this condudl a retreat was . rendered 
irapodible, and they walked together till bgtween eight 
and nine j but the clouds having infenfibly gathered, 
and SI fudden (hower falling jud as they reached Spring- 
'Gardens, they went out inflread of going back 5 and the 
•Captain having put' ^e lady into a chair took his. 
leave. 

It happened that Sir James, contrary to his^ firfl pur- 
pofe, had returned from his journey, at night. He 
learnt from the fervants, that his lady was gone to Cap- 
tain Freeman's, and was fecretly difpleafed that fhe had 
made this vi(it when he was abfent*, an incident, which) 
however trifling in itfelf, was by the magic of jealoufy 
fwelled into importance : yet upon recolledion he re- 
proved himfclf for thi« difpleafure, lince the prefence- 
,cif the Captaiin's lady would fufficiently fecjjf e the hon- 
our of his own. While he was ilruggling with thefe 
iufpicions, they increafed both in number and ftrength 
in proportion as the night wore away. At one he went 
to bed > but he paffed the night in agonies of terror and 
lefentment, doubting whether the abfence of bis lady 
vas the effect of accident or defign, liftening to every 

noxkfy 
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noife and bewildering himfelf in a multitude of extrava- 
gant fuppoiitions, he rofe again at at break of day ; 
and after feveral hours of fufpence and irrofolution, 
whether to wait the iffue, or go out for intelligence, 
the relUeiTners of curioiity prevailed, and about eight 
he fet out for Captain Freeman's j but left word with 
his fervants, that he was gone to a neighbouring coffee- 
houfe. 

Mrs. Freeman, whofe afflefted indifference and dif- 
iimulation of a deiign to go immediately to bed, con- 
, tributed to prevent the Captain's return, had during 
his abfence fuffered inexpreflible difquiet j fhe, had in- 
.deed, neither intention to go to bed, nor inclination to 
.fleep J (he walked backward and forward in her cham- 
ber, diftradled with jealoufy and fufpenfe, till (he was 
informed that Sir James was below, and delired to fee 
her. When flie came down, he difcovered that (h^ 
had been in tears 5 his fear was now more alarmed 
than his jealoufy, and he concluded that fome fatal ac- 
cident had befallen his wife 5 but he foon learnt that 
ihe and the Captain had gone from thence at five in the 
morning, and that he was not yet returned, Mrs. 
Freeman by Sir James's inquiry, 'knew that his. lady 
,had not been at home : her fufpicions, therefore, were 
xonfirmed y and in her jealoufy, which- ta prevent a 
-duel ilie laboured to conceal, Sir James found new 
caufe for his own. He determined, however,, to 
wart with as much decency as poifible, tifl the Cap- 
tain came in 5 and perhaps two perfoos were never 
more embarraffed by the prefeiice of each otlier. 
While ibreakfafl was getting ready. Dr. X*ttle came to 
pay Mrs. Freeman a morning vifit j and to the ua- 
fpeakable grief both of the lady and her gueft was ita- 
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mediately: admitted. Dodor Tattle is one of thofe 
male goflips ^ivbo, in tke common opinion, are the moft 
diverting company in the world. The Do6lor faw 
that Mrs. Freeman was low-fpirited, and made feveral « 
efforts to divert her, but without fUcceis: at lafl he^ 
declared with an air of ironical importance^ that he 
could tell her fuch news as would make her look grave^ 
for fomething ; "The Captain," fays he," has juft 
*' huddled a lady into a chair, at the doo> of a bagnio • 
** near Spring Gardens." He fooa^erceived, that this 
f^eech was received with emotions very different irotA 
thofe he intended to produce ^ and, therefore, added. 
** that (he need not, howfver, be jealous^ fornotwith- 
" (landing the manner in which he had related the in« 
**• cident, the lady was certainly a woman of charader, , 
" as he inflantly difcovered by her mein ^ and appear- 
**^' ance :" This particular confirmed the fufpicion it« 
was intended to remove j and the Do^or finding that 
he was not fo good company as- ufual, took his leave, 
biit was met at the door by the Captain, who brought 
him back. His prcfence, however infignificant, im- 
pofed fome reftraint upon the reft of the company 5 and 
Sir James, with as good an appearance of jocularity as-- 
he could affume, aiked the Captain, " What- he had 
" done with his wife." The Captain, with fome 'irre»- 
folution, replied, that "he had left her early in the 
" morning at her father's 5 and that Having made i|-> 
**^ point of waiting on her home, (he fet down word - 
** that her coufin ^Meadows was iildifppfed^ and had ' 
^* engaged her to breakfaft." The Captain, who kneif^ • 
nothing of the anecdote that had been communicated 
by the Doftor, judged by appearances that it was pru- 
dent thus iodiredly . to lie, by coaccaUng the truth 

both 
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both from Sir James and his wife : he fuppofed, indeed, , 
that Sir James would immediately inquire after hb 
wife at her father^S*, and . learn, that fhe did not ilaj 
there to breakfafl y but as it would not follow that they 
^ had been together, he left her to account for her ab« 
fence as (he thought^ fit, taking for . granted that what ' 
he had concealed (he alfo would conceal, for the fame . 
reafons; or, if fhe did not, as. he had affirmed nothing 
contrary to truth, he might pretend to have concealed 
it in jed. Sir James, as foon as he had received this 
intelligence, took his leave with fome appeara|;ice of .: 
fatisfa6Hon, and was followed by the Do6lor. 

As foon as Mrs. Freeman and the Captain wefp 
alone, (he quefiioned him with great earneftnefs about 
the lady whom he had been feen to put ^ into a chair. . 
When he had heard that this incident had been related . 
in the prefence of Sir James, he was greatly a^rmed, , 
leafl lady Forred (hould increafe his fufpicions, by at- 
tempting to conceal that which, by a feries of inquiry; 
to which he was now ilimulated, he would probably 
difcover : he condemned, his condud in himfelf, and^ ^ 
as. the mod >effe£lual- means at once to quiet the min^ 
of his wife and obtain her affiHance, he told her all . 
that had happened, and his apprehenfion of the confe- - 
quences^he alfo urged her to go diredlyto Mifs 
Meadows, by whom his account would be confirmed^ 
and of whom (he might learn farther intelligence of 
Sir James 3 and to find fome way to acquaint lady For- 
refl with her danger, and admonifh her to conceal no,« 
thing. 

Mrs. Freeman was convinced of the Captain's fince- 
ritjFj not only by the advice which he urged her to giv^ 
to lady Forreft, but by the confiftency of the flory^ axvd 

«9 
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the manner in whicli he was affe6led. Her jealoufy 
was changed into pity for her friend, and appreheniion 
for her hufband. She haftened to Mifs Meadows, and 
learnt that Sir James had inquired of the fervant for 
his lady, and was told that (he had been there early 
with Captain Freeman, but went away foon >after him : 
fhe related to Mifs Meadows all that had. happened, 
and thinking it at leail pofTible that Sir James might 
not go direftly home, (he wrote the following letter ta 
his lady : 

*' My Dear Lady Forrest, 
I AM in the utmoll diflrefs for you. Sir James has 
** fufpicions which truth only can remove, and of which 
** my indifcretion is the caufe. If I had not conceal- 
** ed my defire of the Captain's return, your defign to 
" difengage yourfelf from him, which 1 learn from 
*' Mifs Meadows, would have been effefbed. Sir 
'* James breakfafted with me in the Haymarket j and 
** has fince called at your father's, from whence I 
** write : he knows that your Hay here was fhort, and 
•* has reafon to believe the Captain put you into a 
** chair fome hours afterwards at Spring-Gardens. I 
*' hope, therefore, my dear lady, that this will reach 
" your hands time enough to prevent your concealing 
** any thing. It would have been better if Sir James 
.** had known nothing, for then you would not have 
** been fufpefled *, but now he mud know all, ,or you 
** cannot be Juftified. Forgive the freedom with which. 
** I write, and believf me moft affedlionately 

" Yours, 

*' MARIA FREEMAN. 
** P. S. I have .ordered the bearer to fav he came 
** From Mrs F^fhion the milliner." 

^ This 
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This letter was given to a chairman, and he was ort 
dered to fay he brought it from the milliner's; becaufc 
if it fliould be known to come from Mrs. Freeman, 
and fhould fall by accident into Sir James's hands, his 
curiolity might prompt him to read it, and his jealbufy 
to queflion the lady, without communicating the con- 
tents. 
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* Mult OS in/umma pericula mifit 
Venturi timor ipfe mali. Lucanus. 

How oft the fear of ill to ill .betrays ! 

Sir James being convinced, that his lady and the Cap- 
tain had pafled the morning at a bagnio, by the an- 
fwer which he received at her father's. Went direftly 
home. His lady was jud arrived Jbcfore him, and had 
not recovered from the confufion and dread which 
feized her when (he heard that Sir James came to town 
the night before, and at the fame inilant anticipated the 
confequences of her own indifcretibn. She was told he 
was then at the coffee -houfe, and in a few minutes was 
thrown into an univerfal tremor upon hearing him 
knock at the door. He perceived her diftrefs, not 
with compadion but rage, becaufe he believed it to 
proceed from the confcioufneft of guilt : he turned 

' pale, 
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pale, and his lips quivered : but he fo far refttained his^ 
pafiion as to aik her, without invcdive, " Where, and 
•* how (he had paffcd the night." fhe replied, " At 
•* Captain Frecmans, that the Captain was upon guard,. 
^ that (he fat up with his lady till he came in, and 
^ that then infiAing to fee her home fhe would fuffer 
•• the coach to go no further than her father's, where 
** he left her early in the morning:" She had not for- 
titude to relate the fequel, but flopped with fome ap- 
pearance of irrefolution and terror. Sir James then 
aiked, " If (he c^mc dire^ly from hex father's home.'*' 
This queflion, and the manner in which it was aiked^ 
increafed her confudon : to appear to have flopped 
fhort in her narrative, fhe thought would br an impli-r 
cation of guilt, as it would betray a defire of conceal^ 
inent : but the paft could not be recalled, and (he was- 
impelled by equivocation to falfehood, from which^ 
however, (he would have been kept back by fear, if 
Sir James had not deceived her into a* belief that he 
bad been no further than the neighbourhood. Afterv 
thefe tumultuous reflexions which pafled in a moment*. 
(he venturedto afBrm^ that '* (he (laid with Mifs Mea* 
^ dows tin eight,, and then came home :" but (he ut- 
tered this falfehood with fucli marks of guilt and (hame,^ 
which (he had indeed no otherwife than by this falfe- 
hood incurred or deferved, that Sir James no more 
doubted her infidelity than her exiflence. As her (lory, 
was the fame with that of the Captain's, and as one had 
concealed, the truth and the other denied it, he con- 
cluded there was a confederacy between them ', and 
determined firfl to bring the Captain to account, he . 
turned froDL her ^ru|»tly,, and' immediately, left the 
Ii(mf<^ 

At. 
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At the door lie met the chaimian who hadi>een dif-x 
patched by Mrs. Freeman to his lady j and fiercely in* 
tcrrogating him wliat was his bufinefs, the man pro- 
duced the letter, and faying, as h^ had been ordered, 
that he brought it f ron( Mrs. Fafhion, Sir James fnatch- 
ed it from him, and muttering feme exprefliohs of con- 
tempt and refentment thruft it into his ppcket. 

It happened that Sir James did not find the Gaptaln 
at home ; he, therefore, left a, billet in which he re- 
queued to fee him at a neighbouring tavern, and added, 
that he had put on his fword. . 

In the mean time, his lady, dreading a difcovery ot 
the falfehood which (he had aflerted difpatched a billet 
to Captain freeman 'y in which (he conjured him, as a 
man of honour, fpr particular reafons not to own to. 
Sir James,, or any other perfon, that he had' feen her 
after he had left, her at her father's : fhe alfo wrote to 
her coufin Meadows, intreating, that if (he was quef- 
tioned by Sic James, he might be told that (he daid 
with her till eight o^ock, an hour at. which only her- 
fglf and the fcrvants were up. 

The billet to Mifs Meadows came foon after the 
cjiairman had returned with an account of what had hap« 
pened t© the letter, j and Mrs. Freeman was juft gone 
ia great hafle to relate the accident to the Captain, as 
it was of gr^at importance that he (hould know it be« 
fore his next interview with Sir James : but the Cap- 
tain had been at home before her. and had received . 
both Sir James's billet and that of his lady. He went v 
immediately . to the, tavern, and, inquiring for Sir* 
James Forrefl, was (hewn into a back-room one pair of : 
Hairs ; Sir James received hi^ falutation without re- 
ply, agd ijiftantly bolted the. door. His jealoufy was- 

complicated ^ 
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complicated viith. that indignation and contempt, which 
a fenfe of injnry from a perfon of inferior rank never 
fails to produce ^ he, therefore, demanded of the Cap- 
tain in a haughty tone, '* Whether he had not that morn- 
'* ing been in company with hh wife, after he had left 
** her at her fathers ?" The Captain, who was incenfed 
at Sir Jameses manner, and deemed himfelf engaged in 
honour to keep the lady's fecret, anfwered, that ^^ after 
*' what he had faid in the morning, no man had a right 
*' to fuppofe he had feen the lady afterwards ^ that to 
*^ iniinuate the contrary, was obliquely to charge him 
'^ with a falfehood : that he was bound to anfwer no 
" fuch queflions, till they were properly explained 5 and 
^' that as a gentleman he was prepared to vindicate his 
** honour/' Sir James jufUy deemed this reply an 
equivocation and an infult ^ and being no longer able 
to rellrain his rage, he curfed the Captain as a liar and 
a fcoundrel, and at the fame time Ariking him a violent 
blow with his fill, drew his fword and put himfelf in a 
poflure of defence. Whatever deiign the Captain 
might have had to bring his friend to temper, and re- 
concile him to his wife, when he firfl entered the room, 
he was now equally enraged, and indeed had fuffered 
equal indignity 5 he. therefore, drew at the fame in- 
ftant, and after a few defperate paffes on both fides, he 
received a wound in his breafl, and feeling backward 
a few paces fell down. 

The noife had brought many people to the door of 
the room, and it was forced open jufl as the Captain re- 
ceived his wound : Sir James was fecured, and a mef- 
fenger was difpatched for a furgeon. In the mean 
time, the Captaiu perceived himfelf to be dying: and 
whatever might before have been his opinion of right 

• and 
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and wrongy and honour an(l {hame, he now thought all 
diffimulation criminal^ and that his murderer had a right 
to that truth which he thought it meritorious to deny 
him when he was his friend : he, thejefore, eameftly 
defired to fpeak a few words to him in private. This 
requefl was immediately granted ^ the perfons who had 
ruihed in withdrew, contenting themfelves to keep 
guard at the door 5 and the Captain beckoning Sir 
James to kneel down by him, then told him, '^ that 
** however his lady- might have been furprized or be- 
*^ trayed by pride or fear into diffimulation or falfe- 
*^ hood, (he was innocent of the crime which he fup- 
" pofed her folicitous to conceal ;'' he then briefly re- 
lated all the events as they had happened ; and at lafl| 
grafping his hand, urg^d him to efcape from the win- ^ 
dow, that he might be a friend to his widow and to his 
child) if its birth fhould not be prevented by the death 
of its father. Sir James yielded to the force of this 
motive, and efcaped as the Captain had direfled. In 
his way to Dover he read the letter which he had ta- 
ken from the chairman, and the next pod inclofed it 
in the following to his ladyj 

** My dear Charlotte, 
" I AM the mod wretched of all men ; but. I do not- 
^* upbraid you as the caufe : would to God that I were 
" not more guilty than you ! We are the martyrs of 
^* diffimulation. By diffimulation dear Captain Free- 
" man was induced to wafte thofe hours with you, 
" which he would otherwifc -have enjoyed with the 
" poor unhappy diffembler his wife. Trufting in the 
" fuccefs of diffimulation, you was tempted to venture 
•** into the Park, where you methimN«rl\oTft.^wx'w5&e!L^^ 
" to ihun. By dctcfting diffim^A-aXioti VR.x>afc C-a.-^x-'^s^^ 
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'^ my fufpicions were increafed ; and by diffixnulatloti 
** and falfehood you confirmed them. But your dif- 
** fimulation and falfehood were the effeds of mine } 
*^ yours were ineffedusQ, mine 'focceeded : for I left 
** word that I was gone no further than the Coffee- 
'' houfe, that you might not fufpeft I had learned too 
*^ much to be deceived. By the fuccefs of a lie put 
" into the mouth of a chairman, I wais prevented from 
*' reading a letter which at laft would have undeceived 
'' me > and by perfifling in diflimulation, the Captain 
*^ has made his friend a fugitive, and his wife a widow, 
''^ Thus does infincerity terminate in mifery and con- 
^' fufion, whether in its immediate purpofe it fucceeds 
^ or is difappointed. O my dear Charlotte I if ever 
"^^ we meet again, — to meet again in peace is impof- 
** iible — but if ever we meet again, let us refolve to 
^' be iincere : to be iincere is to be wife, innocent and 
*** fafe. We venture to commit faults which fhame or 
7* fear would prevent, if we did not hope to conceal 
*• them by a lie. But in the labyrinth of falfehood, 
** men meet thofe evils which they feck to avoid 5 and 
** as in the flrait path of truth alone they can fee be- 
•** fore them, in the ftrait path of truth alone they can 
•* purfue felicity with fuccefs. Adieu! I am -^ 
*• dreadful ! — I can fubfcribe nothing that does not 
** reproach and torment me — Adieii !'* 

Within a few weeks after the receipt of this letter, 
the unhappy lady heard that herhuiband was caft away 
ia his paHage to France. 



^?.^, 



No* LVIL THE ADVENTTOIER. JlJ 



N®. LVIL Tuefday May 22. fjss* 



Nee vox hominemfinat — — Vintl* 

O more tbaa human voice ! 

To the ADVEimjiiwi. 

SIR, 

XioNGiNus proceeds to addrefs his friend Terentianus \m 
the following manner : 

It is the peculiar privilege of poetry, not only t« 
f>lace material obje6^s in the moA amiable attitudes, 
and to clothe- them in^Lhe mod graceful drefs, but aUb 
to give life and motion to immaterial beings 3 and form, 
jand colour, and a61ion, even to ab{lra6^ ideas \ to em- 
body the virtues, the vices, and the pafTions^ and to 
bring before our eyes, as on a flage, every faculty of 
>the human mind. 

Profopopoeia, therefore, or perfonification, condudled 
^with dignity and .propriety, may be juftly eHeemed one 
of the greateft efforts of the creative power of a warm 
and lively imagination. Of this figure many illuilrious 
examples may be produced from the Jewifh writers I 
have been fo earneflly recommending to your perufal^ 
among whom, every part and objed ^f nature is ani- 
mated, and endowed with fenfe, with paffion, and with 
language. 

2 ^^ 
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To fay that the lightning obeyed the commands of 
God, would of itfelf be fufficiently fublime j but a He- 
brew bard expreffes this idea with far greater energy 
and life : " Canft thou fend lightnings, that they may 
** go, and fay unto thee, Here we are !V And again, 
^' God fendeth forth light, and it goeth y he calleth it 
" again, and it obeyeth him with fear." How ani- 
mated, how emphatical, is this unexpe6led anfwer, 
** Here we are !" 

Plato, with a divine boldnefs, introduces in his Cri- 
to, the Laws of Athens, pleading with Socrates, and 
difluading him from an attempt to efcape from the pri- 
fon in which he was confined ; and the Roman rival of 
Demoflhenes has made his country tenderly expoflulate 
with Cataline, on the dreadful miferies which his rebel- 
lion would devolve on her head. But will a candid 
critic prefer either of thefe admired perfonifications, to 
thofe paflages, in the Jewifti poets, where Babylon, or 
Jerufal.em, or Tyre, are reprefented as fitting on the 
duft, covered with fackcloth, flretching out their hands 
in vain, and loudly lamenting their defolation ? Nay, 
farther, will he reckon them even equal to the follow- 
ing fidtions ? Wifdora is introduced, faying of herfelf} 
** When God prepared the heavens, I was there ^ 
*' when he fet a circle upon the face of the deep, when 
*' he gave to the fea his decree that the waters fhould 
" not pafs his commandments, when he appointed the 
** foundations of the earth, then was I by him as one 
" brought up with him 5 and I was daily his delight, 
** playing always before him," Where, Terentianus, 
fhall we find our Minerva, fpeaking with fuch dignity 
and elevation ? The goddefs of the Hebrew bard, is 
not only the patronefs and inventrcfs of arts and leam- 
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ingy the parent of felicity and hmt^ the |[uardian tmd 
conda6kre(s of human life ^ but ihe i& painted as im- 
mortal and eternal, the conftant companion -of the 
great Creator himfelf, and the ^partaker of his counfels 
and defigns. Still bolder is the other Profopopceia : 
'* Deftrudion and JOeath fay (of Wifdom) we have 
'^ heard the fiEune thereof with our ears«'* l£ preten- 
ders to tafte and judgment cenfure fuch a fi6iion as ex« 
travagant and wild, I deipife their frigidity and grofs 
infenfibility. 

When Jehovah is reprefented as defcending to punith 
the earth in his juft anger, it is added, ** Before him 
** went the peftilence," When the Babylonian ty* 
rant is deftroyed, ^'the fir-trees rejoice at his fall, and 

the cedars of Lebanon, faying. Since thou art laid 

down, no feller is come up againft us/' And at the 
captivity of Jerufalem the very ramparts and the walls 
lament, ^' they languish together/' Read likewife the 
following addrefs, and tell me what emotion you feel at 
the time of perufal : ** O thou fword of the Lord, how 
•* long will it be e'er thou be quiet ? Put<up thyfelf ia- 
*^ to thy fcabbard, reA and be filent." -Art thou not 
amazed and delighted, my friend, to behold joy and 
anguifh, and revenge, afcribed to the trees of the fo* 
reft,*to walls and warlike inflrum^nts. 

Before I conclude thefe obfervations, I cannot for- 
bear taking notice of two remarkable pafiages in the 
Hebrew writers, becaufe they bear a x:lofe refemblance 
with two in our own tragedians. 

Sophocles, 1aj a noble Profopopceia, thus aggravates 
the mifery of the Thebans, vifited by a dreadful 
plague " Hell is enriched with groans and la* 

•* mentations." This image is heightened by a Jewifli 

Vol. II. G author, 



14$ THY ADvsv'njaE&» . No. LVIL 

aatkory who de&ribes Hell or HiideSy as, '^ an eaonaotis 
'^ monfleTy who hath extended and enlarged himfelf, 
'^ and opened his infatiable mouth without meafiire.^* 

Caflandra, in £fchylus, ftruck with the treachery and 
barbarity of Qytemneftra, who is murdering her huT* 
band Agamemnon, fuddenly exclaims in a prophetic 
fury, » ShaU I call her the direful mother of Hell !'» 
to repre£ent the moft terrible fpecies ofdeftrudioo^the 
Jewifh poet fays, ^^ the firft bom of Death (hall devour 
** his ftrength." 

Befides the attribution of perfon and adion to ob- 
jeds immaterial or inanimate, there is Hill another fpe- 
cies of the Profopopoeia no lefs lively and beautiful than 
the former, when a real perfon is introduced fpeakiog 
with propriety and decorum. The fpeeches which the 
Jewifh poets have put into the mouth of their Jeho- 
vah, are worthy the greatnefs and incomptehenfible 
Majefly of the All-Perfad Being. Hear him a0Ling 
one of hi^ creatures, with a lofty kind of irony, 
*' Where wafl thou, when I laid the foimdations of the 
'* earth ? declare, if thou haft underftanding. Who 
*^ hath laid the meafures thereof, if thou knoweft ? or 
" who hath flretched the line upon it^ Whereon are 
^ the foundations thereof faflened, or who laid 
" the corner-ftone ? When the morning flars fang to- 
" gcther, and all the fons of God (houted for joy ? Or 
^* who (hut up the fea with doors, when it brake forth 
'^ as if it had iflued out of the womb ? When I brake 
*^ up for it my decreed place, and fet bars, and doors, 
** and faid. Hitherto (halt thou come, but no farther, 
" and here (hall the pride of thy waves be flayed." 
How can we reply to thefe fublime inquiries, but in 
the words thjit follow ? ** Behold^ I am vile^ what ihall 
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^* I anfwer thee ? I will lay mine liand upon my 
** mouth." 

I have in a former treatife obfcrved to you, that Ho- 
nier has degraded his Gods into men : thefe writers 
alone have not violated the Divine Majefty -by inade- 
quate and indecent reprefentations, but have made the 
great Creator a6l and fpeak in a manner fuitable to the 
fupremc dignity of his nature, as far as the groffnefs of 
mortal conceptions will permit. From the fublimity 
and fpirituality off their notions, fo different in degf ee 
and kind from thofe of the mod exalted philofophers, 
one may, perhaps, be inclined to think their claim to a 
divine infpiration reafbnable and jufl, fince God alone 
can defcribe himfelf to man. 

I had written thus far, when I received difpatches 
from the emprefs Zenobia, with orders to attend her 
inllantly at Palmyra } but am refolved, before I fet out, 
to add to this letter a few remarks on the beautiAil 
comparifons of the Hebrew poets. 

The ufe of fimilies in general confifts in the illuftra- 

tion or amplification of any fubjcft, or in prefenting 

pleafing pictures to the mind by the fuggeftion of new 

I images. Homer and the Hebrew bards difdain minute 

refemblances, and feek not an exafb correfpondence with 

[every feature of the objeft they introduce. Provided 

k general likenefs appear, they think it fufHcient. Not 

[folicitous for exa^efs, which in every work is the 

inre criterion of a cold and creeping genius, they intro- 

luce many circumflances that perhaps have no dire^ 

iffinity to the fubjedl, but taken all together contribulte 

the variety and beauty of the piece. 

The pleafures of friendfhipand benevolence arccoTR.* 

red to the perfumes that flow froxa t\ie ouvttaetkX.s 

G 2 yxSss»^l 
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ufually poured on the prieft^s head, which run down to 
his beardy and even to the ikirts of his clothing. The 
fun rifing and breaking in upon the ihades of night, is 
compared to a bridegroom iffuing out of his chamber } 
in allufion to the Jewifh cuftom, of ufhering the bride* 
groom from his chamber at midnight with great fo* 
lemnity and fplendor, preceded by the light of innume- 
rable lamps and torches. How amiably is the tender- 
nefs und folicitude of God for his favourites expreffed ! 
" As the eagle flirreth up her neft, fluUereth over her 
^^ young, fpreadeth abroad her wings, taketh them, 
** beareth them on her wings, fo the Lord alone did 
** lead them!'* On the other hand, how dreadfully U . 
his indignation defcribed ^ ^^ I will be unto them as a 
** lion, as a leopard by the way will I obferve them. I 
** will meet them as a bear that is bereaved of her 
** whelps, and I will rent the caul of their heart.'' A 
little afterwards the fcene fuddenly changes, and di- 
vine favour is painted by the following fimilitude$: 
I will be as the dew unto Judsea ^ he fhall grow as 
the lily ^ his branches fhall fpread, and his beauty 
'* Ihall be as the olive-tree, and his fmell like Mount 
^' Libanus." Menander himfelf, that juft charadierizer 
of human life, has not given us a more apt and lively 
comparifon than the following : As the climbing a (an* 
*^ .dy way is to the feet of the aged, fo is a wife full of 
** words to a quiet man." Nor has one of our Gre- 
cian poets fpoken fo feelingly, fo eloquently, or lb ele- 
gantly of beauty, as the Emperor Solomon of his mif- 
trefs, or bride, in images perfedly original and new: 
" Thy hair," fays he, " is as a flock of goats that ap- • 
^* pear from Mount Gilead > thy teeth are like a flock 
'^ of iheep that ate even (horn, which come up from 

«^tke 
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" the wa(hing :"by which fimilitude their cxaft equali- 
ty, evennefs, and whitenefs, are juflly reprefentedT. 
" Thy neck is like the tower of David, builded'for.aii- 
*^ armoury, whereon there hang a thoufand bucklers, 
'* all (hields of mighty men :'*'* that is, ftraight and tall, 
adorned with golden chains and the richeft jewels of 
the Eaft, " Thy two breafls are like two young roes 
*^ that are twins, which feed among the lilies :*' the 
exquiiite elegance and propriety of which iimilitudes 
need not be pointed out, and cannot be excelled. 

I have purpofely referved one comp^rifon for a con« 
clufion, not only for the fake of its beauty and juflnefs,. 
but becaufe it defcribes a friendlhip fo different from 
the conftancy which I hope will ever be the charadier 
of yours and mine. ** My brethren,'' fays the writes, 
'* have dealt deceitfully with "me. They are like tor- 
^ rents which when fwoln and increafed with winter 
^ lowers and the meltings- of ice, promife great and 
^^ unfailing plenty of waters y but in the times of vio- 
'* lent heats, fuddenly are parched up and difappean 
** The traveller -in the deferts of Arabia feeks for them 
*' in vain^ the troops of Sheba looked, the caravans of 
^* Tema waitedfor them : they came to the accuilom* 
** ed fprings for relief^ they were confounded, they 
" perifhed with thirft." 

In giving you thefe /hort fpecimens of Jewifh poefy^ 
I think I may compare myfelf to thofe.fpies which the 
above-mentioned Mofes difpatched, to difcover the 
country he intended to conquei: ^ and who brought from 
thence, as evidences of its fruitfulnefs, the moA deli- 
cious figs and pomegranates, and a branch with one 
ehifter of grapes, *' fo large and weighty,'' fays the hif» 

G 3 torian^ 
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toriapy ♦* that %htj bare it between two upon a flaff.'' 
l^arewelL 
Z 
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Damnant ^uod nonintelligunt. Cic. 

They condemn what they do not underftand. 

£uiiipiD£S, having prefented' Socrates with the writ« 
ings of Heraciltus, a philofopher famed for involution 
and obfcUrity, inqtiired afterwards his opinion of theiv 
merit. " What I underhand," faid Socrates, ** I find 
^' to be excellent \ and, therefore, believe that to be of 
^' equal value which I cannot underfland." 

The refledion of every man who reads this pafTage 
will fugged to him the difference between the practice 
of Socrates, ^nd that of modern critics : Socrates, who 
had, by long obfervatlon upon himfelf and others, dif- 
covered the weaknefs of the ftrongeft, and the dimnefs 
of the mod enlightened intellect, was afraid to decide 
haflily in his own favour, or to conclude that an author 
had written without meaning, becaufe he could not imr 
mediately catch his ideas \ he knew that the faults of 
books are often more juftly imputable to the reader, 
who fometimes wants attention, and fometimes penetra- 
tion 5 whpfc underftanding is often obftrufted by preja* 

dice, 
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dice, and often 4iffipated by remiffnefs } who comes 
fometimes to a new ftudy, unfiirnidied with knowledge 
previoufly neceffary ^ and finds difficulties infuperable^. 
for Want of ardour fufiicient to encounter them. 

Oblcurity and cleamefs are relative terms : to fome 
readers fcarce any book is eafy, to others not many are 
difficult : and forely they, whom neither any exuSerant 
praife beflowed by others, nor any eminent conquefls 
over flubborn problems, have entitled to exalt them- 
felves above the common orders of mankind, might con« 
defcend to imitate the candour of Socrates y. and where 
they find inconteflible proofs of fuperior genius, be 
content to think that there is juflnefs in the connexion 
which they cannot trace, and cogency in the reafoning. 
which they cannot comprehend. 

This diffidence is never more reafon£d)le, than in the 
perufal of the authors of antiquity ^ of thofe whoie 
works have been the delight of ages, and tranfmitted 
as the great inheritance of mankind from one generation 
to another : furely, no man can, without the utmod ar- 
rogance, imagine, that he brings any fuperiority of un< 
derftanding to the perufal of thefe books which have 
been pteferved in the devaflation of cities, and fnatched 
up from the wreck of nations ^ which thqfe who fled 
before barbarians have been careful to carry off in the 
hurry of migration, and of which barbarians have re- , 
pented the definition. If in books thus made vene- 
rable by the uniform attefiation of fuccefiive ages, any 
paffages fhall appear unworthy of that praife which they 
Jiave formerly received ^ let us not immediately deter*) 
mine, that they owed their reputation to dulnefs or bi^ 
gotry J |;>ut fufpedi at leaft that our ancefiors had fom^ 

G 4 ri&albn^ 
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teafons for their opinions, and that our ignorance of 
thofe reafons makes us differ from them; 

It often happens, that an author^s reputation is en- 
dangered in fucceeding times, by that which raifed the 
loudeft applaufe among his cotemporaries : nothing i» 
read with greater pleafure than alluiions to recent fads, 
reigning opinions, or prefent controveriies 5 but when 
fadts are forgotten, ami contro^rerfies extingui(hed, thefii 
favourite touches lofe all their graces j and the author 
in his defcent to pofteritj muft be left to the mercy of 
chance, without any power of afcertaining the memory 
of thofe things, to which he owed hislucktefl thoughts 
and his kindeft reception. 

On4uch occafions, erery reader fhould remember the 
diffidence of Socrates, and repair by his candour the in- 
juries of time } he (hould impute the feeming defers of 
his author to fome chafin^ of intelligence, and fuppoife, 
that the fenfe which is now weak was once freble, and 
the- expreffion which i« now dubious, formerly determis- 
oate. 

How much the mutilation of ancient hidory has ta- 
ken away from the beauty of poeticsd performances, 
may be conjed^ured from the light which a lucky com- 
mentator fometimes effiifes, by the recovery of an incr- 
dent that had been long forgotten. Thus, in the third 
book of Horace, Juno^s denunciations againfl thofe that 
fhould prefume to raife again the walls of Troy, could, 
for many ages pleafe only by fplendid images and 
fwelling language, of which no man difcovered the ufe 
or propriety, till te Fevre, by fliewing on what occa^ 
fion the Ode was written, changed wonder to rational 
delight. Many paiCages yet undoubtedly rems^n ifp^ 
the fame author, which an exader knowledge of theia- 

cidexits 
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cidents of his time would' clear from objedlirins. A- 
mong theft I have always mimbered the lollowing. 
lines : 

Awrum permedios trefatellites^ 
Etperrumpere amat/aota^ pptentius- 
IBu fulmineo,- Concidit Augur is^ 
Argivi domus oh lucrum 
Bemerfa excidio. Diffidit urbium 
Portas vir Macedoy etfubruit amulos 
Reges muneribus. Munera navium< * 
Saevos iUaqueant duces. 

Stronger than thunder^s winged force. 
All-powerful gold can fprea'd its courfe, • 
Thro^ watchful guards its paflage make, 
And loves through folid walls to break : - 
From gold the overwhelming woes. 
That crufhM the Grecian augur rofe ;- 
Philip with gold thro^ cities broke^ 
And rival monarchy felt his yoke y. 
Captains ofjbips ta gold arejlaves^ 
Though fierce ae their own winds and waves^ 

Faanci9.- 

TIKc clbfc of this paffage, by which every reader is now- 
difappointed and oiBFended, was probably the delight of 
the Roman court : il cannot 'be imagined; that Horace, ■. 
nttCT having given^ to gold the force of thunder, and 
told of its power to itorm cities and to conquer kings, , 
would have concluded his account of its efficacy with ■ 
its influence over naval commanders^ had he not aUuded 
to foaic faft thcft cprrent 4n the mouths of men, and ' 
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therefore more interelling for a time than the cox^- 
quefls of Philip. Of the like kind may Iqffc reckoned 
another ilanza in the fame book : 



'Jujfa coram nonjine confcio 



Surgit maruo^fue vocat inllitor 
Sue navis Hifpanae magiiler 
Dedetorum prettofus emptor. 

The confcious hufband bids her rift, 

Wbenfome rich fa ti or courts bir charms ^ 

Who c^ls the wanton to his arms, 

And, prodigal erf wealth and fame, 

Profufely buys the coflly fhame. Francis. 

He ha^ little knowledge of Horace, w]ho imagint3 that 
the Fador, or the Spanifli merchant, are mentioried by 
chance : -there was undoubtedly fome popular ftory of 
an intrigue, which thofe names recalled to the memory 
of his reader. 

The flame of his genius in other parts, though fome* 
what dimmed by time, is not totally cclip&d \ his ad- 
drefs and judgment yet appear, though much of the 
fpirit and vigour of his fentiment b lofl : this ha^ hap- 
pened to the twentieth ode of the firfl book : 

Vile potahu modicis Sabittum 
^antbaris, Grc^d quod ego ^fe t^d 
., Conduum levi\ datus in theatro 
dm tibiplaufus^ 
Chare Macenas eques. Utpaterni 
Fluminis ripce^Jimul etjocofa 
Redderet laudes tibi Vattcani 
Montis imagOy 
. ^ .... . ^ A poet's 
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A poet^s be versfcge humbly cheap, 

(Should great Maecenas be my gueft) 
The vtntage of the Sabine grape. 

But yet ia fober cups, fhall crown the feaft : 
'Twas racked into a Grecian caik, 

Its rougher juice to melt away y 
I feaPd it too — a pleafing ta£k ! 

With annual joy to mark the glorioufi day, 
When, in applauiive ihouts thy name 

Spread from the theatre around, 
iloating on thy own Tiber's Aream, 

And Echo, playful nymph, returnM the found- 

Francis,. 

We here eafily remark, the. iotertextace of a happy 
compliment with an humble invitation ^ but certainly 
are leJ& d^ghted than thofe, to whom the mention o£' 
the.applaufe heftowed upon Maecenas, gt^e occafioiiv 
to recount the actions or words that produce it. 

Two lines which have extrciied the ingeniuty of mo* 
dern critics, may, I think, be reconciled to the judg*^ 
ment, by an eafy fuppofitiout: Horace thus addreil«»f 
Agrippaj ^ 

Scriberis Varofortis^ et bofiium 
Viclory Mseonii carminis alite. 

Varius, ajwan xjfHmner^rnjawg^ 
Shall brave Agrippa's conquefl fing* 

Francis. 

That Varius (hould be called " A bird of Homeric 
** fong^" appears fo harfti to modem ears, that an" 
" G 6 ^sskfcxAasCv^w 
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emendation of the text has been propofed : but {uTtly 
the learning of the ancients had been long ago oblite- 
rated, and every man thought himfelf at Hberty to cor*- 
rupt the lines which he did not imderftand. If we im«- 
magine that Varius had been by any of his cotempora- 
ries celebrated under the app^ation of Muiarum Ales, 
the fwan of the Mufes, the language of Horace be-^ 
comes gracefnl and familiar } and that fncb a compli- 
ment was at lead poffible, we know &om the transform 
mation feigned by Horace of himfelf. 

The mod elegant compliment that was paid t& Ad>> 
difon, is of this obfeure and perifhable kind v 

When panting Virtue her laft efforts made. 
You brought your Clio te the virgin's aid* 

Thefe lines muft pleale as long as they are underftood y 
but can be underdood only by thofe that have obferv-* 
ed Addifon^s iignatures in the Spe6bitor.. 

The nicety of thefe minute allufions I (hadt exempli- 
fy by another indance, which I take this occafion ta 
mention', becaufe^ as I am told, the.eommentators have 
emitted it. Tibullus addreffes Cynthia in this manner : 

7e fpeBem^fuprema mibi eimvenvru boro; 
Te ttneatf^moriens defieiente tnanUi 

Before my doling eyes, dear Cynthia, dand. 
Held weakly by my fainting trembling handi 

To thefe lines Ovid thus refers in his elegy on the- 

deathofTibuUtts^ 

Cyithlm 



Cynthia decedens^felidus^ inquu, amata 

Sum tibi'f vixiflt dum tuus ignis eramy 
Cm Ntmefisy quid^ oity tiinfunt mea damna dolori^ 

Me tenuis moriens deficiente manum 

Bleft was my reign^ retiring Cynthia cry'dl; 
Not till he left my bread, Tibullus dyM*. 
Forbear, faid Nemefis, my lofs to moan. 
The fainting trembling hand wa» mine alone« 

The beauty of this paflage, which oonfiifts in theapv 
propriation, made by Nemefis of the line originally di^ 
reded, to Cynthia, had been wholly imperceptible to- 
fucceeding ages, had chance, which has deftroyed fo- 
many greater volumes, deprived us likewife of th^^ 
poems of Tibullus.. 

T 
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^i Pierid ^uaJnuii iibi nulius im Jired 
OJlendatUTy antes nomen viBumque Machane 
Ei ^imJas poti^Sy commiffa quod Au£iio vendit 
SiantUm^ Oenopborum, Tripadeij jfrmaria^CtftMt^ 
Halcycnem Bdccbi, Tbebas^ if Tereafaqfii. Juv*. 

If not aibafe.in thy lank pude appeas. 
Go mount the roflrum and turn au6tioiieer ; 
With china crack'd the 'greedy crowd trepan. 
With ipurious pidlures and with falfe japan ^ 
Sell the cq^le^ed (lores of mifers dead. 
Or Englifh peers for debts to Galia fled. 

The indigence of authors, and particularly of poets^ 
Kmslong been the obje£l of lamentation and ridicule, of 
compaffion and contempt. 

It has been obferved, that not one favourite of the 
Mufes has ever been able to build a houfe fince the 
days of Amphion, whofe art it would be fortunate for 
them if they pofiefied ^ and that the greateil punifL- 
ment that can poflibly be inflided on them, is to oblige 
them to fup in their own lodgings. 

'Molles 
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Molles uhi reddunt ova columbce. 
Where pigeons lay their eggs. 

Boileau introduces Damon, whofe writings enter- 
tained and inftru£l;ed the cfty and the court, as having 
paft the fummer without a (hirt, and the winter with- 
out a'cloke \ and refolving at lafl to forfake Paris. 

■ ou la vertu rPa plus ni Feu ni Lieu \ 
Where fhiv'ring worth no longer finds a home \ 
and to find out a retreat in Tome diflant grotto, 

lyoii jamais ni /' Huiffier, ni le Sergent n'* approche j 
Safe, where no critics damn, nor duns moleft. 

«. 
** The rich Comedian,^* fays Bruyere, ^^ lolling ia 
*' his guilt chariot, befpatters the face of Corneilla 
^' walking afoot :^' and Juvenal remarks, that his coi« 
tempotary bards generally qualified themfelves' byt 
their diet, to make eixcellent buftos 5 tlmt they' werd 
compelled i^metimss to hire lodgings at a baker^a, \n 
order to warm themCelves for nothing \ and that h wat 
the common fate of the fraternity, 

PaUere^ 6* vinum toio nefcire IXecemhri, 

w 1 1 I To pioe^ 
Look pale, and all December tafte no wine. • 

DKTfiSK. * 

Virgil hlmfelf is ilrongly furije£ied to have Iain ia the* 
ftreets, or on fome Roman bulk, when he fpeaks. fo* 
i«elingly of a rainy and tempeftuous night in hb well*^ 
known epigram. . . . , ^ 
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** There ought to be an bofpital founded for decayed 
** wits,^^ (aid a lively Frenchman^ *^ and it might bo 
** called an bofpital of incurables/* 

Few perhaps wander among the laurels of Pamaflus,, 
but who have reafon ardently to wilh and to exclaim- 
with ^neasy.but. without the hero's good fortune. 

Si nunc fe nobis ilU Mureut arbor i ramus 
Oftendat nemore in tanto / 

O ! in this ample grove could I behold 
The tree that blooms with vegetable gold. 

PiTr.. 

The patronage of Lclius- and Scipio did not enable 
Terence to rent a houfe. Taflb, in a humourous fon- 
net addrefled to his £ivourite cat, eameftly intreats 
ker to lendbim the light: ofher eyes during his mid- 
night ftudies) not being himfelf able to purchaie a can^ 
die to write by. Dante the Homer of Italy, and Ca-> 
moens of Portugal, were both banifhed andimprifoned^ 
Cervantes^ perhaps the mod original genius the world 
ever beheld^ periihed by want in the ftreets iof Madridy 
aa did our. own Spenfer at Dublin. And a -writer, lit-^ 
tie inferior to the Spaniard in the exquifitenefs of his? 
bumour and raillery^ I mean Eraimus, after the tedious 
wanderings of many years, from city to city, and ^ from 
piatron to patron^ prailed and promifed, and deceived' 
by all, obtained no iettlement but with hit printer.. 
^' Atiaft, **fays he,in one of his epiflles, *' I (hould have 
^ been advancedto acardinalihipj if'thiere had not 
** been a decree in- my wajr^ by which thofe are feclu^^ 
'* jdcd £:om this honour, whofe income amounts not to* 
^ three tbouiand ducats,'^ 

^ Zremembec 
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I remember to have read a fatire in Latin profe, in- 
titled) A Poet hath bought a houfe/' The poet haT- 
mg purchafed a houTe^ the matter was immediately 
laid before the parliament of poets, aflembled on that 
important occafion, as a thing unheard of, as a verj bad 
precedent, and of moft pernicious confequence } and 
accordingly, a very fevere fentence was pronounced 
againfl the buyer. When the tnembers came to give 
their votes, it appeared there was not a fingle perfon in 
the aflembly, who through the favour of powerful pa« 
trons, or their own happy genius, was worth fo much as 
to be proprietor of a houfe, either by inheritance or 
purchafe : all of them negle6iing their private fortunes, 
confeffed and boafled, that they lived in lodgings. 
The poet was, therefore, ordered to fell his houfe im- 
mediately, to buy wine with the money for their enter- 
tainment, in order to make fome expiation for his enor«- 
mous crime, and to teach him to live unfettled. and 
without care like a true poet. 

Such are the riddiculouss and fuch the pitiable Rq» 
fies related, to expofe the poverty of poets in different 
ages and nations ; but which, I am inclined to think^ 
are rather the boundlefs exaggerations of fatire and 
fancy, than the fober refult of experience, and the de- 
termination of truth and judgment : for the general po- 
fition may be contradi^ed by numerous examples ^ and 
it may, perhaps, appear, on refledtion and examination^ 
that the art is not chargeable with the faults- and fail- 
ings of its peculiar profeflbrs ; that it has no peculiar 
tendency to make men either rakes or fpendthrifts, and 
that thofe who are indigent poets would have been in« 
digent merchants aoid mechanics^ 

The 
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The BCgleft of economy^ in whicli great genioiies ave 
(uppofed to have indulged tbemfelves, has unfortunate- 
ly given kt much authority and juftification to cayrelef- 
neifl and extravagance, that many . a nunute rhimer 
has fallen into diflipation and drunkennefs, becaufe But- 
ler and Otway lived and died in an alehouie. As a 
certain blockhead wore his gown on one flioulder to 
mimic the negligence of Sir Thomas More, fo thefe 
fervile imitators follow their mailers in all that dif- 
graced them ^ contra^ immoderate debts, becaufe Dry- 
den died infolvent ^ and negle^ to change their linen, 
becaufe Smith was a floven. " If I fiiould happen to 
" look pale" fayS Horace, " all the hackney-writera 
*^ in Rome would immediately drink cuimnin to gain 
/' the fame completion." And I myfelf am acquaint- 
ed with a witHng who ufes a glafs, only becaufeJ'ope 
was near lighted. 

I can eaiily conceive, that a mind occupied and over- 
whelmed with the weight and immeniity of its ow^ 
conceptiotis, glailcing with aflonifbing rapidity from 
heaven to earth and from earth to heaven, cannot wil- 
lingly fubmit to the dull drudgery of examining the juit- 
neis and accuracy of a butcher^s bill. To defcend from 
^he widefl and moil compreheniive views of nature, 
and weigh out hops for a brewing, mud be invincibly 
difguiling to a true genius : to be able to build imagi- 
nary palaces of the mod exquifite archite6lure, but yet 
not to pay a carpenter^s bill, is a cutting mortification 
«nd difgrace : to be rUined by purfuing the precepts of 
Virgiliah agriculture, and by [lowing claffically, with^ 
out attending to the wholefome monitions of low Brif 
ti(h farmers, is a circumflance that agravates the failuit 
^ ft crop, to a man who wifhes to have lived in the 

Aguftaa 
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Auguftan age, and defpifes the fyftem of modem bu^ 
bandry. 

Many poets, however, may be found, who have cei^- 
defcended to the cares of economy, and who have coi^ 
dueled their families with a^l the pariimony and regii- 
larity of an alderman of the lall century ^ who have 
not fupercilioufly difdained to enter into the concerns 
of common life, and to fubfcribe to and iludy certaii^ 
necelTary dogmas of the vulgar, convinced of their 
utility and expediency, and well knowing that becaufe 
they are vulgar, they are, therefore, both important 
and true. 

If we look backwards on antiquity, or furvey agef 
nearer our own, we (hall find feveral of the greateft ge* 
niufes fo far from bein^ funk in indigence, that many €>£ 
them enjoyed fplendor and honours, or at leafl were fe^ 
cured ag4dnfl the anxieties of poverty, by a decent 
competence and^ plenty of the conveniences of life. 

Indeed, to purfue riches farther, than to attain a de- 
cent competence, is too low and illiberal an occupation 
for a real genius tc^ defcend to^ and Horace wifely af* 
cribes the manifeU inferiority of the Roman literature; 
to the Grecian, to an immoderate love of money, wliici^ 
necelTarily contrads and ruils the mind, and difquali* 
fies it for noble and generous undertakings. 

^fchylus was an officer of no fmall rank in th^ 
Athenian army at the celebrated battle of Marathon | 
and Sophocles was an accompliihed general, who com-: 
manded his countrymen in feveral moil important ex-» 
peditions : Theocritus was carrefled and enriched by 
Ptolemy j and the gaiety of Anacreon was the reful^ 
of eafe and plenty : Pindar was better rewarded for 
maqy of his odes, than any other bard ancient or mo- 
dern 
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dern, except perhaps Boileau for his celebrated piece 
of flattery on the taking Namur : Virgil at laft poffeff- 
ed a fine houfe at Rome, and a Villa at Naples : Ho- 
** race,** lays Swift in one of his tenures on economy 
to Gay, ^ I am fure kept his coach :** Lucan and 
Silius Italicus dwelt in marble palaces, and had their 
gardens adorned with the moft exquifite capital ftatues 
of Greece i Milton was fond of a domeftic life, and 
lived with exemplary frugality and order : Corne.ille 
and Racine were both admirable maflers of their fami- 
lies, futhful hufbands, and prudent economifls : Boi- 
leau, by the liberalities of Lewis, was enabled to pur- 
chace a delightfxil privacy at Auteuil, was eminently 
flulled in the management of his finances, and defpifed 
that affedation which arrogantly aims to place itfelf 
above the neceflary decorums and rules of civiT life : 
In idl which particulars they were equalled by Addifoi^ 
Swift and Pope. * * 1§ "" 

It ought not, therefore to be concluded fron^ few 
examples to the contrary, that poetry and prudence 
are inoompatlble ^ a conclufion that feems to have 
arifea in this kingdom, from the diffolute behaviour of 
the de{plcable debauchees, and difgraced the mufes and 
the court of Charles the Second, by their lives and by 
their writings. Let thofe who are bleft with genius 
recolle£b, that economy is the parent of integrity, of 
liberty, and of eafe ^ and the beauteous fifler of tem- 
perance, of cheerfulnefs, and health : and that profufe- 
nefs is a cruel and crafty demon, that gradually in- 
volves her followers in dependence and debts ^ that is^ 
fetters them with ^' irons that enter into their fouls.** 

Z 
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Jus efl et ab bqfte docerL 

Our foes may teach ^ the wife by foes are taught* 

^o have delayed the publication of the following let« 
ter would have been furely inexcufable : as it is fubfcii^ 
bed by the name of a very great perfonage, who ha| 
been long celebrated for his fuperiority of genius and 
knowledge : and whofe abilities will not appear to 
have been exaggerated by fervility of fadion, when his 
genuine produdUons (hall be better known* He has^, 
indeed, been fufpe^ed of fome attempts againft reveal** 
ed religion j but the letter which I have the honour to 
publifh, will do juflice to his chara6ler, and fet his 
principles a new light 



To the Adventurer. 

SIR, 

As your principle deiign is to revive the praftice of 
virtue, by eflabliihing the ChrifUan Religion 5 you 
will naturally conclude that your views and mine are 
iiredly oppofite ; and my attempt to'iheWi that it is 
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your intereil to admit my correfpondencei will, there^ 
fore, be confidered as a proof of the contrary. You 
ivilly howtver, fbon diiboycr^ that (sty promoting ;^ottr 
intereft, I feek my own^ and when you have read my 
letter, you will be far from fufpe^ling, than under a 
fpecious (how of concurrence in your undertaking, I 
hare concealed an attempt to render it ineffeflual. 

** Never to give.ijp thfi pxefent for the future,'' is a 
maxim which Fhave always taught both by precept 
and example : I confider the now, as the whoU of my 
exiflence ^ and therefore, to improve it, is the whole 
of my ftudy. And, indeed, happinefs, like virtue, con- 
iifls not in refl, but in a6lion : it is found rather in the 
plirfnit, than the attainment of an end : for though the 
dbath of the ftag, is the purpofe of the chace ) yet the 
moment this purpofe is accomplifhed, the fport is at an 
end. Virtue and religion alone can afford me employ- 
ment ; without them, I muft inevitably be idle j and' 
to be idle is to be wretched. I fhould, therefore, in- 
fbead of attempting to deftroy the principles upon 
'Which I was refilled, have been content to furmount 
them : for he who (hould hamftring the game, left any 
of them fhould efcape, would be juftly diappointed of 
the pleafure of running them down. Such, indeed, is 
my prefent condition : and as it will at once anfwer 
your purpofe and mine, I fhall exhibit an account of 
of my condu6l, and (hew how my difappointment was 
produced. 

My principal buHnefs has always been to counter- 
work the effedls of Revealed Religion : I have, there- 
fore, had little to do, except among Jews ahd Chrif- 
tians. In the early ages of the world, when Revela- 
tion was frequently repeated with feniib^ and miracu- 

1 \wi.^ 
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lous circumftances, I was far from beliig idb 'y and ftill 
tHink it an inconteftible proof of my abilitten, that ev^xu 
then my labour was not always unfuccefsfuL I applied 
not fo much to the underliaadtag as to the ifeju&s^ tUl 
atfter the promulgation of Chriftianity^ but I foon dif- 
covered that Chriftianity affbrded motives to virtue 
and piety, which were fcarce to be oTerpoweted by 
temptation : I was, therefore, obHged sow to* c^ert my 
power, not upon the fenfes but the underftanding. As 
I could not fufpend the force of theie motives, I lac 
boured to dired: them towards other obj^e^s y an4. la 
the eighth cestury I had fb far fucceeded, as to pro«- . 
duce a prevailing opinion, that ^^ the worihip of 
'^ images was of more moment than moral re^ttude :^' 
It was decreed by a pope and council, that to {pe9k of 
'^them with irreverence was a forfeit of falratian, a»d. 
that the offender fhould, therefore, be excommunicato 
ed : thofe who oppofed this decree, were^ perfecuted 
with fire and fword ^ and I had the fatisfadion ikot only 
of fupplaating virtue, but of propagating mifery, by a 
zeal for religion. I mufl not, however, arrogate all 
the honour of an event which* fo much exceeded my 
hopes > for many arguments in favour of images were 
drawn from a book, intitled Patrum Spirituale : in 
which it is affirmed, that having long tempted a her- 
mit to incontinence, 1 offered to defiil if he would 
ceafe to woHhip an image of the Virgin : and that the 
herpiit having confulted an abbot, whether to accept or - 
refufe the condition, was told, that it was more eligible 
to commit incontinence, than to neglect the wor(hi{> of 
images : and I declare upon my honour, that the fadls, 
as far as they relate to me, did never happen, but are 
wholly isLveoted by the bgeaions author. That falva- 
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tton had yery little conneffion with virtue, was indeed 
an opinion which I propagated with great diligence-; 
and with fuch fuccefi, that Boniface, the apofUe of 
Germany, declared the benefit of Sacraments to depend 
upon the qualifications of thofe by whom they were ad« 
miniftered > and that a Bavarian monk having igno* 
rantly baptized in thefe words, *' Baptizo te in nomine 
** patria filia et fpiritua ^da/* all fuch baptifms were 
invalid. Againft knowledge, however, I never failed 
to oppofe zeal ; and when Virgilius. aflerted, that the 
earth being a fphere, there were people upon . it the 
folesof whofe feet were diredly appofite to each other ; 
the fame father' Boni&ce reprefented him to the pope 
as a corrupter of the Chriftian Faith ^ and the pope, 
concurring with Boni&ce, foon after excommunicated 
a Inihop for adopting fo dangerous an opinion, declar« 
ing him an heretic, and a blafphemer againil God and 
his own foul. In thefe inilances my fuccefs was the 
more remarkable, as I verily believe Boniface himfelf 
intendjcd well, becaufe he died a martyr with great con- 
ftancy. 

I found, however, that while the Gofpels were pub* 
Ikly read, the fuperftru6^ure which I had built upon 
them was in perpetual danger : I, therefore, exerted all 
my influence to difcontinue the pradice, and at length 
fucceeded, though Ariftotle^s Ethics were fubftituted 
for them in fome northern churches; but againft Ariflo- 
tk^s Ethics I had not equal objections* 

During this period, therefore, my powers were nei- 
ther diflipated by unfuccefsfiil labour^ nor rendered ufe*- 
lefs by unnecefiary idlenefs : I had perplexed and con<> 
founded the mod fimple and &lutary dodtrines, vTith • 
abfurd fubtleties and extravagant coAceits : and I had' 

armed * 
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armed with the weapons of fuperflition, and dlfguifed 
with the tinfel of ceremony, that Religion which com- 
prehended every precept in Love to God, and to ]\^an^ 
which gave no dire£lion about divine worfhip, but 
that it (hould be performed in Spirit and in Truth ^ or 
about Social Virtue, but that love of felf (hpuld be the 
meafure of bounty to others. But there was dill per- 
fonal iandUty, though the dodrine and the difcipline of 
the church were become cormpt and ridiculous : zeal 
was dill animated by integrity, though it was no long- 
er directed by knowledge : the fervice and the honour 
of God were dill intended, though the means were mif- 
taken. Many, indeed, gladly fubdituted gain for god- 
linels ^ and committed every fpecies of wickednefs, be- 
caufe they hoped to appropriate works of fupereroga- 
tion that were performed by others : but there were 
fome who prad^ifed all the feverities of erroneous pie- 
ty, and fuflFered the mortification which they recom« 
mended ^ fo that I had dill fbmething to do, and was 
dill encouraged to diligence by fuccefs* 

But all thefe advantages depended upon ignorance: 
for the fecurity of ignorance, therefore, I adirmed, that 
die was the mother of devotion^ a lie fo fuccefsfiil, that 
it pafled into a proverb. 

The period, however, arrived, when knowledge 
could be no longer fupprefled ^ and I was under the 
mod dreadful apprehendons that all the abfurdities, by 
which I had dimimdied the induence and the beauty of 
Chiidianity, would now be removed : I could not con- 
ceive that thofe motives which had produced abdi- 
nence and folltude, vigils, fcourgiugs, and the mortifi- 
cation of every appetite and every padion, would fail 
to produce a more reafonable f(Srvice 5 or become inef- 

Vol.il H fea^^-^V 
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fef^ual, when the paths of duty appeared to be not oti- 
I7 peaceful but plea&nt. I did not, however, fit down 
in defpair ; but the knowledge which I could not re- 
preft, I laboured to pervert. As the human intelle^: 
is fimte, and can comprehend only finite obje6b, I knew 
that if all was rejeded as incredible which was not com- 
prehended, I (hould have little to fear from a religion 
founded in Infinite Perfedion, and conneded with re- 
velations which an Infinite Being had vouchlafed of 
himfelf. I| therefore, immediately oppofed reafon to 
faith : I threw out fufajeds ef debate which I knew 
could never be difcuffed ^ the aflent of many was fuf- 
pended, in expeftation that impoflibilities would be ef- 
feded 'f and at laft refufed in the fretfulnefs of difap- 
poinUnent. Thus infidelity gradusdly fiicceeded to 
iuperltiden : the hope and fear, the love, reverence, 
and gratitude, which had been excited by Chriftianityy 
and produced fuch ailonifhing efie6ts, were now felt 
no more ^ and as the moil: forcible motives to piety 
and virtue were again' wanting, piety was wholly ne- 
gleded and virtue rendered more eafy and commo- 
xiious : the bounds of moral obligation included every 
day lefs and iefs ^ and crimes were committed without 
compun6Bon, becaufe they were not fuppofed to incur 
punifhment. 

Thefe evils, Mr. Adventurer, evils both in your ef- 
timation and mine, I am afraid will continue if they 
cannot increafe : difputation and fcepticiim fiourifh 
without my influence, and have left no principle for me 
to countera£i : the number of my vafials is indeed 
greatly increafed by the unfolicited wickednefs of the 
prefent time ^ but this increafe is not equivalent to die 
pleafure of feduftion. 
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If the Importance^ therefore, of Chriftiamty to man:* 
kind, (hall appear from its having bufiedme to fubvert it^ 
and from the mifery which I fuffer in idlenefs, now my 
purpofe is unhappily efFe£t:-ed ^ I hope they are not yet fo 
obdurate in 111, as to perfift in reje^ng it merely in 
ipight to me^ and deftroy themfelves, only that I may 
not be amufed by attempting their deflrudUon.' You 
fee, that I have fufficient benevolence to requeft, that 
they would regard their own intereft, at leaft as far as 
it is confident with mine ; and if they refufe me, I am 
confident you will think they treat me with more feve« 
rity than I defcrvc, 

I have the honour to be, 

SIR, 

YoBr moil obedient 

-aad vcty humble Servant, 

SATAN. 
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P lor aver e fuis non reJponJerefavorem 
^atfitum merst u * Hon* 

Each inly murmuring at the unequal meed, 
Repines that merit (hould reward exceed. 

Perhaps there is not any word in the language lefs un« 
derftood than Honour ^ and but few that might not 
have been equally miftaken, without producing equal 
mifchief. 

Honour is both a motive and an end : as a princi- 
ple of a£kion it differs from virtue only in degree, and 
therefore, neceiTarily includes it, ^s generoilty includes 
jttflice : and as a reward, it can be deferved only bj 
thofe a£^ions which no other principle can produce. To 
fay of another that he is a Man of Honour, is at once 
to attribute the principle and to confer the reward. 
But in the common acceptation of the word, Honour, 
scar a principle, does not include virtue \ and, therefore, 
as a reward, is frequently beflowed upon vice. Such 
indeed, is the blindnefs and vaiTalage of human reafon, 
that men are difcouraged from virtue by the fear 
of fhame, and incited to vice by the hope of honour. 

Honour, indeed, is always claimed in fpecious terms ) 
hut the fa^ls upon which the claim is founded, are of* 

lea 
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ten flagltioufly wicked. Lothario arrogates the cha- 
rader of a man of honour, for having defended a lady, 
who had put herfelf under his prote6tion, from infult at 
the rifk of life ^ and Aleator for fulfilling an engage- 
ment, to which the law would not have obliged him, at 
the expence of liberty. But the champion of the lady 
bad firfl feduced her to adultery ^ and to preferve her 
from the refentment of her hufband, had killed him ia 
a duel : and the martyr to hi» promife had paid a fum,. 
which (hould have discharged the bill of a neceflitoufr 
tradefman, to a gamefier of quality who bad given hixa 
credit at cards* 

Such, in the common opinion, are men of honour ^ 
and he who in certain circumflances (hould abftainfronk 
murder, perfidy, or ingratitude, would be avoided as re^ 
fleding infamy upon his company. 
. In thefe fpeculatipns I exhauiled my waking powers^ 
a few nights^ ago ^ and at length finking into ilumber,^ 
I was immediatly tranfported into the regions of 
fancy. 

As I was fitting penfive and alone at the foot of « lulU 
a man, whofe appearance wa& extremely , venerable, ad- 
vanced towards me with great fpeed ', and beckoning; 
me to follow him, began haftily to climb the hill. My 
mind fuddenly fuggefted; that this was the genius of 
Inflru^on : I, therefore, inftantly rofe up, and obeyed 
the filent intimation of his will : but not being able to 
afcend with equal rapidity, he caught hold of my hand, 
*^ Linger not,^^ faid he, ** left the hour of illumina- 
'^ tion be at an end.'' We now afcended together, and 
when we had gained the fummit he ftood ftill. *' Sur«^ 

vey the profpe^t,'' faid he, *' and tell me what thoo. 
^« feeft." " To the right," replied I, ** is a Long val- 
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ley^ and on the left a boundlefs plain : at the -end of 
the valley is a mountain that reaches to the clouds ;- 
and on the- fummit a brightneft- which' I cannot ftedfaft- 
^ 1^ behold.*' In that y^ey, find he, the difciples of 
Virtue pre(s forward y and the votaries of Vice wander 
on- the plain. In the path of Virtue are many afperides : 
the- foot is^ fometimes wounded by thorn*, and* fone- 
times bruifed againft a- flone ^ but the iky over it is aU 
waysferene j the traveller is-refirefhed by the breezes- 
of health, and invigorated by the ray of cheerfulnefi. 
The plain is adorned with flowersi which gratify the 
fenfe with fragrance and beauty \ but the beauty is 
tranfient^ and the firagrance hurtftd : the ground is foft 
and level ^ and- the paths are To various^ that the turf ir 
no where worn away ; but above is perpetual gloom y 
the fun is not feen, nor the breeze felt y the air ftag« 
nates^ and peftilential vapours diffufe drowfinefi, laffi- 
tude and anxiety. At the foot of the mountain are the 
bowers of Peace, and on the. fummit is the temple of 
Hpnour. 

> But all^ the difciples of Virtue- do not afcend the 
mountain : her path indeed, is continued beyond the 
bowers ) and the laft ftage is the- afcent of the preci« 
pice : to climb, is the voluntary labour of the vigorous 
and the bold^ to deiift, is the irrepcoachable repofe of 
the timid and the weary. To thofe, however, wha 
have furmounted the difficulties of the way, the gates 
of the temple have not always been opened <, nor againd: 
thofe by whom it has never been trodden, have they al- 
ways been (hut : the declivity of the mountain 6n the 
other fide, is gradual and eafy ^ and by the appointment 
^f fate, the entrance of the temple of Honour has been, 
always kept by Ofinign* Opinion) indeed, ought- to 

luxe: 
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have aded under the influence of Truth ^ but was (oqtt 
peri^ited bj Prejudice .and CuAom-: (ht admitted 
taany who afcended the mountain without labour from^ 
the plain, and reje^ed fome wha had toiled upthe pre- * 
cipice in the path of Virtue. Tbefe, however, were* 
not clamorous for admittance y, but either repined in* 
filence, or, exulting with honeft pride in the confciouf- 
nefs of their own di^tj, turned fvom^ Optnioawith 
contempt and difdain > and finiled upoath« wokld whic& 
they had left beneath them^ the witaefr of that labouit 
of which they had been refufed the reward. > 

But the crowd within the temple became difcontent*- 
cd and tumultuous : the difciples of Virtue, jealous of- 
aa eminence which they had obtained by the utmoA 
efforts of humMi power, made fome attempts to expel 
thofe who had drolled negligently up the flope, and- 
been admitted by Opinion to pollute the temple and 
difgrace the aflembly : thofe whofe right was difputed,.. 
were, however, all ready to decide the controverfy by 
the fword : and as they dreaded fcarce any in^atatioii' 
but cowardice, they treated thofe with great infolence 
who declined this decifion,^ and yet would not admit 
their claim. 

This confufion and uproar was beheld by the God^ 
defs, with indignation and regret : ihe flew to the throne 
of Jupiter, and cafHng herfelf at his feet, ** Great ruler 
** of the world,'* faid ihe, ** if I have ereAed a tern- 
** pie to fulfil ^e purpofes of thy wifdom and thy lovr, 
^ to allure mortals up the deep of Virtue, and- animate 
*^ them to commmunkate happinefs at the expence of 
** life 'y let it not be perverted to render vice prefump- . 
** tuous, nor poiTefled by thofe who dare to perifli in 
'^ the violation of thy laws, and the difl*a(iot\ q£ c'A*^- 

H 4.: '''' m\xV'' 
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•* toity.'* Jupiter gracioufly touched the Goddcfs with 
hisfceptre, knd replied, ^' that the appointmeat of fate 
*^ he could not Teverfe } that admiflion to her temple 
*^ muft flill depend upon opinion ^ but that he would 
**^ depute Reafon to examine her conduft, and| if 
*^ poffible, put her again under the influence of 
•* Truth.** 

Reaibn, therefore, in obedience to the command of 
Jupiter, defcended upon the mountain of Honour, and 
entered the temple. At the firft appearance of Reafon 
contention was fufpended, and the whole tflemblj be- 
came filent with expedation : but the moment ihe re- 
vealed her commiflion, the tumult was renewed witk 
yet greater violence. All were equally confident, that 
Reafon would eflabli(h the determination of Opinion in 
their favour j and he that fpoke loudeftj hoped to be 
firft heard. Reafon knew, that thofe only had a right 
to enter the temple,- who afcended by the path of Vir- 
tue f to determine, therefore, who fhould be expelled 
or received, nothing more feemed necefiary, than to 
difcover by which avenue they had accefs : but Rea- 
fon herfelf found this difcovery, however eafy in fpe- 
culation, very difficult in eflfeft. 

The mod flagitious affirmed, that if they had iK>t 
walked the whole length of the valley, they came into 
* it at the foot of the mountain ) and that at leafl the 
path by which they had afcended it, was the path of 
Virtue. This was eagerly contradicted by others ^ and, 
to prevent the tedious labour of deducing truth from a 
great variety of circumftances. Opinion was called to 
decide the queflion.- 

• But it foon appeared, that Opinion fcarce knew one 
path from the other ^ and that ihe neither determined 
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to admit or refufe upon certain principles, or with dif- 
criminating knowledge. Reafon, however, ftill con- ' 
tinued to examine her 5 and, that (he might judge of 
the credibility of her evidence by the account fhe- 
would give of a known chara6ler, afked her, which fide 
of the mountain was afcended by the Macedonian who 
deluged the world with blood : £he aniWered without 
hefitation, *^ The fide of Virtue 5 that fhe knew (he 
** was not miilaken, becaufe (he faw him in the path 
*^ at a great diflance, and remarked that no man had> 
" ever afcended with fuch impetuous fpeed." As Reafon 
knew this account to be falfe, (lie ordered Opinion to« 
be difmifled} and proceeded to a more particular exami- 
nation of the parties themfelves. 

. Reafon found the accounts of many to be in the high- 
eH degree extravagant and abfurd: fome, as a proof 
of their having climbed the path of Virtue, defcribedprb- 
fi>e6ls that appeared from the oppofitc fide of the moun- 
tsun 5 and others, affirmed, that the path was fmooth 
and level, and that many had walked it without flumb- 
ling when they were fcarce awake, and others when 
they were intoxicated with wine. 

Upon the foreheads of all thefe- was Reafon impref- 
fed a mark, of reprobation : and as fhe could not expel 
them without the concurrence^ of Opinion, fhe deliver- 
cd them over to Time, to whom fhe knew Opinion,- had. 
always paid great dieference, and who. had generally 
been a friend to Truth. 

Time was commanded to ufe his infioence to pro^ 
cure their expulfion, and to perfuade Opinion to regu- 
late her determinations by the judgment of Truth.. 
Juflice alfo decreed, that if fhe perfifled to execute her 
o5ice with negligence and caprice, under the influence 
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of Prejttdico, and ia concuxreDce ^ith the abrurdities* 
o£ Cuftom, (he ihould be given up to Ridicule^ a re- 
saorfelefs being who rejoices in the anguiih whioh he? 
ioflids :. by him alone Opinion can be puni(hed ^ atr 
the foondof hij^fcourge (he trembles with apprehenfionj' 
ajad whenever it has beea applied by the diredion of 
Jufticc, Opinion has always become obedient to. Truth- 
Time, continued my indruAoc, (lill labours to fulfill 
the command of Reafon ^ but though he has procur-^ 
«d many to be expelled who had beeaadmiittedyyet he 
has. gained admiflion for but few who had been reje6^- 
cd ; and Opiiuonfftill continues negligent and pervcrfe ^. 
fqr as (he has often felt the fcourge of Ridicule wheir 
it has not been deferved, the dread of it has na other*^ 
wife influenced her condud, than, by throwing her in- 
to fuch.confufion, that th^purjiofefr of Reafon are fome^ 
times involuntary defeated*. 

**How: then,"faidl, '« "(halt Honour di(lingui(h' 
**• thofe whom, (he wi(hcs-to reward ?" They (hall be 
**^ diftingui(hedy** replied the vifionary fage, " in the 
rjei^ons.of Immortality y to which they will at lengtR 
*' be condu6^ed by Time, who will not fuffer them ta 
*^ be finally difappointedJ* 

While I was liftening to this reply, with my eyes fixed' 
ficdfaftly upon the temple, it fuddenly difappeared : 
the black cloudsv that hovered over the plain of Vice 
burft in thundery the. hill on which I flood began to 
fink under me ^ and the (tart of fudden tcnror as I df^ 
icended awaked ine4> 
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€ for tuna viris im)ida fortibus 
^am non aqua bonis prtemia dividis. Senbcav- 

Capricious Fortune ever joys> 
With partial hand to deal the priMi^ 
To cruih the brave and: cheat the wife.- 

To the Adventurexv 

^rR, Fleet, June tf. 

StO the account of fuch ofmj companions as are im«- 
prifoned without being miferable^or are miierable with- 
<)ut any claim to compafllon } I promifed to add the* 
biflories of thofe, whofe virtue has made them unhap- 
py, or whofe misfortunes are at leaff without a crime. 
That this catalogue ihould^ be very numerous, neither 
you nor. your readers ought toexpefl y *^ rari quippe* 
** boni 5" " The gpod are few." "^rtue is lucoihmon. 
in all the claffes of humanity >. and 1 fuppole it will* 
icarcely be ima^ned.moi;e frequent in a p.rifbn than iai 
other places. 

Yet in thefe gloomy, regions, is to t)e found the ten^ 
demefs, the generofity, the philanthropy- of Serenut,» 
who might have lived in competence and'eafe, ifUe- 
could have looked without emotion on the miferie^i 
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of another. Serenus "was one of thof^ exalted minds, 
whom knowledge and fagacity could not make fufpici- 
ous 'y who poured out his foul in boimdlefs iutimacj, 
and thought community of poiTeflions the lawoffriend- 
fhip. The friend of Serenus was arrefled for debt, 
and after many endeavours to foften his creditor, fent 
his wife to folicit that afTiflance which never was refufed. 
The tears and importunity of female diflrefs were more 
than was neceifary to move the heart of Serenus } he 
haded immediately away, and conferrhig a long time 
with his friend, found him confidenlf that if the prefent 
prefTure was taken off, he (hould foon be able to re-efla- 
blifh his afifairs. Serenus, accuftomed to believe, and 
a&aid to aggravate diftrefs, did not attempt to dete6l 
the fallacies of hope, nor refledl that every man over- 
whelmed with calamity believes, that if that was re- 
moved, he {hall immedately be happy : he, therefore, 
with little hefitation offered himfelf as furety. 

In the firfl raptures of efcape all was joy, gratitude 
and confidence ^ the friend of Serenus difplayed his 
profpe£ts, and counted over the fums of which he (hould 
infallibly be mailer before the day of payment. Sere- 
nus in a fhort time began to find his danger, but could 
not prevail with himfelf to repent of beneficence 5 and 
therefore fuffered himfelf flill to be amufed with pro- 
je6b which he durU not confider, for fear of finding 
them impra£ticable. The debtor, after he had tried 
every method of raifing money which art or indigence 
could prompt, wanted either fidelity or refolution to 
iurrender himfelf to prifon, and left Serenus to take 
his place. 

Serenus has often propofed to the creditor, to pay 
Ixim whatever he (hall appear to have lod by the flight 
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of his friend 5 but however reafonablc this propofal 
may be thought, avarice and brtitality have been hither- 
to inexorable, and Serenus dill continues to languifh in 
prifon. 

In- this place, however, where want makes almoA 
every man feliKh, or defperation gloomy, it is the good 
fortune of Serenus not to live without a friend : he 
paiTes mod of his hours in the converfation of Candidus, 
a man whom the fame virtuous du£tility has with fome 
difference of circumdances made equally unhappy. Can- ' 
didus, when he was young, helplefs, and ignorant, 
found a patron that educated, proteded, and fupported 
him : his patron being more vigilant for others than 
lumfelf, left at his death ah only fon, deflitute and 
friendlefs. Candidus was eager to repay the benefits 
he had received y and having maintained the youth for 
a few years at his own houfe, afterwards placed him 
with a merchant of eminence, and gave bonds to a 
great value as a fecurity for his conduct. 

The young man, removed too early from the only 
eye of which he dreaded the obfervation, and deprived 
of the only inftru£tion which he heard with reverence, 
foon learned to confider virtue as reflralnt, and reftraint 
as opprefiion ; and to look with a longing eye at every 
expence to which he could not reach, and every plea- 
fure which he could not partake : by degrees he devi- 
ated from his firft regularity, and unhappily mingling 
among young men bufy in diilipating the ^ins of their 
fathers induilry, he forgot the precepts of Candidus, 
fpent the evening in parties ofpleafure^ and the mom- 
iag in expedients to fupport his riots. He was, however, 

dextrous 
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dextrous and uBivc in bufinefs } and his mafter, being-, 
feoured againft any confequences of difhonefty, was- 
very little folicitous to infped his manners, or to 'in- 
quire how he paffed thofe ' hours, which were not im»- 
mediately devoted to the bufinefs of his profeffion : 
when he was informed of the young man^s extrava- 
gance or debauchery, ** Let his. bondOnan. look tO' 
** that,^^ faid he ^ ^ I have U^ncare of myfcl£'^ 

Thus the unhappy (pendthrift proceeded from folly> 
to folly, and. from vice to vice, with the connivance i£ 
not the encouragement of his mafter } till in ahe heat. 
o£a nodumal revel he committed fuch violences in the: 
ftcieet as drew upon him. a criminal- profecution. Guilty, 
and unexperienced, he knew not what courfe to take ^v 
to confefs his crime to Candidus, and folicit his inter- 
poiition, was little lefs dreadful than, to Hand before the- 
£BoWn of a court of juftice. Having, therefore, paffed 
the day with anguidLin his heart and diflradiion in his 
looks, he feifed at night a. ver)r large fum of money isu 
the compting-houfe, and fettingout he.knew not. whi- 
ther, was heard of no more. 

The confequence of his flight was the ruin of Candi- 
dus: ruin.furely undeferved and irreproachable, andi 
fuch as the laws of a jufl government oughtv either to^- 
prevent or repair : nothing is more inequitable than, 
that one. man fhould fuffer for the crimes of another,, 
for crimes which he neither, prompted' nor sermitted^ 
which he. could neither forefee nor prevent* Whea* 
w« confider the. weaknefs- of human refolutions and the * 
inconfiflency of human condu£i,it muft appear abfiurdl 
that one man fhall engage for another, that be will .not. 
ohange his o£inions or alter his condu£l» 

It 



It is, I think, worthy of coniideration, whether, fince 
no wager is binding without a-poflibility of lofs on each* 
fide, it is not equally reafonable, that no contraft 
(hould be valid without reciprocal ftipulatibas : but in* 
this cafe, and others of the fame- kind*, what is-flipulated* 
on his fide to whom the bond is given ?' he- takes ad*- 
vantage of the fecurity> negle^s his aBfairs^ omits hi^ 
duty, fufiers timorous wickednefs to grow daring by* 
degrees', permits appetite to call for new gratifications,, 
and, perhaps, fecretly longs for the time in which he 
(hall have power to feize the forfeiture : and if virtue- 
or gratitude fhould prove too ilrong for temptation, 
and' a young man perfifl in honefiy, however indigated* 
by his pafiions, what can fecure him at lad againll a* 
falfe accufation ? I for n^y part always (hall fufped^^ 
that he who can by fuch methods fecure his propertyj 
will go one fbep farther to increafe it y nor can I think 
that man fafely trufted with the means of' mifchief; 
who, by his defire to have them in his hands, gives an^ 
evident proof how much lefs^ he values his .neighbours * 
faappinefs than his own. 

Another of our companions is Lentultts, a man* 
whofe dignity of birth was very ill fupported by his* 
fortune. As fome of the firH offices in the kingdom- 
were filled by his relations, he^ was early invited ta 
court, and' encouraged by careffiss and premifes to at- 
tendance and' foHcitation : a conftant appearance in 
j]|)lendid company necefiSrily required magnificence* 
of drefs^ and a frequent partic^ation of fafiiionable 
amufements forced him into expence : but* thefe mea- ' 
fures were requifite to his fuccefk ^ fiiice every body 
knows, that to be loft to ffght is to be lof( to rernen)- 
brance, and that he whodefires to fill a vacancy, mnOL 
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be always at hand, left fome man of greater vigilance 
fliould flep in before him. 

£y this courfe of life his little fortune was every day 
made lefs : but he received fo many diilindiions in pub* 
lie, and was known to refort fo familiarly to the houfe» 
of the great* that every man looked on his preferment 
as certain and believed that its value would compenfate 
for its Hownefs : he, therefore, found no difficulty in ob- 
taining credit for all that his rank or his vanity made 
neceflary ^ and as ready payment was not expelled, the 
bills were proportionably enlarged,and the value of 
the hazard or delay were adjufled folely by the equity 
of the creditor. At length death deprived Lentulus of 
one of his patrons, and a revolution in the miniftry of 
another ^ fo that all his prc^peds van^Ihed at once, and 
thofe that had before encouraged his expences, began 
to perceive that their money was in danger : there was 
now no other contention but who fhould firft feize up- 
on his perfon, and, by forcing immediate payment, de- 
liver him up naked to the vengeance of the refl. la 
purfuance of this fcheme, one of them invited him 
to a tavern, and procured him to be arrefled at the 
door ) but Lentulus, inflead of endeavouring fecretly 
to pacify him by payment, gave notice to the refl, and 
offered to divide amongfl them the remnant of his for- 
tund^: they feafled fix hours at his expence^ to delibe- 
rate on his propofal ^ and at laft determined; that, as he 
could not offer more than five fhillings in the pound, it 
would be more prudent to keep him in piifon, till he 
could procure from his relations the payment of his- 
debts. 

JLentulus is not the only man confined within thefe 
walls, on the famt account : the like procedure, upon 

the 
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the fame motives, is common among men whom the 
law allows to partake the ufe of fire and water with 
the-compaflionate and thejuft: who frequent the af- 
femblies of commerce in open day, and talk with de- 
teflation and contempt of highwaymen or houfe- 
breakers : but, furely, that man mufl be confefTedly 
robbed, who is compelled, by whatever means, to pay 
the debts which he does not owe ^ nor can I look with 
equal hatred upon him, who, at the hazard of his life, 
holds out his piflol and demands my purfe, as on him 
who plunders under fhelter of the law, and, by detain- 
ing my fon or my friend in prifon, extorts from me 
the price of their liberty. No man can be more aa 
enemy to fociety than he, by whofe machinations our 
virtues are turned to our difadvantage ^ he is lefs de« 
ftrudive to maakind that plunders cowardice, than he 
that preys upon compaffion. 

I believe, Mr. Adventurer, yoti will readily confefiy 
that though not one of thefe, if tried before a commer- 
cial judicature, caa be wholly acquitted from impru- 
dence' or tetnerity ^ yet that, in the eye of all who caa 
conHder virtue as di£tin6l from wealth, the fault of 
two of them, at leaft, is outweighed by the merit ^ and 
that of the third is fo much extenuated by the circum- 
ilances of his life, as not to deferve a perpetual prifon: 
yet mud thefe, with multitudes equally blamelefs, lan« 
guifli in confinement, till malevolence fhall relent, or 
the law be changed. . 

^ I am, SIR, 

T Your humble fcrvant, 

MISARGYROS. 
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Pereani^ quiMntf n9s nqflra Jixerunt! 

DoNATus apud Jekoit*. 

Periih thofe ! wlio kave laid ovx good tUngs before ur* 

Thx number of original writersi of writers wlw difco-^ 
Ter any traces of native thought^ or vemt of new ez-^ 
preffion, is found to be extremely (mall in e^ery branch 
of literature. Few poffels ability or courage to tbink 
for tbemfelve*, to. trull to their own powers, to^ rely on 
their own ftockj and, therefore, the generality creep* 
taaady and cautioully in the track of their predeceflbrs*. 
The quinteflence of the largeft libraries might be re- 
duced to the compafs of a few volumes^ if all ufelefs re« 
petitions and acknowledged truths were ta be omitted 
in this procefs of critical chemiftry. A learned French- 
man informs us, that he intended to compile a treatife^ 
wtft rm cff**! upifUMif, ^^ concerning things that had been 
*^ faid but once,^^ which certainly would have beea 
contained in a very fmall pamphlet. 

It happens unfortunately ia poetry, which princi- 
pally claims the merit of novelty and invention, that 
this want of originality, arifes freq.uf ntly, not from a 
barrennefs and timidity of genius, but from invincible 
Beceflxty and the nature of things, llie works of thofe 

who- 
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who profefs an art whofe eflence is imitation, muft needsi 
be ftanped with a clofe fefemblance- to each other ^ 
fince. the objeds material or animate-, extraneous or in* 
temal, which, they all imitate, lie- equally open to the-, 
obfen^tion of all, and. axe perfeftly fimilar. D^efcrip- 
tions, therefore,, that ace faithful and juil, muft be uni<^ 
iorm and alike :: the firft copier muft be, perhaps, en-^ 
titled to the psaife of pnority ^ but a fucceeding oner 
ought not certainly to be condemned for plagiarifin. 

I am inclined to think, that notwithftanding the ma-i^ 
mfold alterations diffufed in modern times over the face* 
of nature, by the invention of arts and manufadures, by 
the extent of commerce, by the improvements of philo-> 
fbphy and n\alhematics, by the manner of fortifying and 
fighting, by the important dilcovery of both the Indiies,. 
and above all, by the total change of religion y yetair 
epic or dramatic writer, though furrounded with fuch a. 
multiittde of novelties,, would find it difficult or impofli*^ 
Ue to be totally original^ and* eflentially different from 
Homer and Sophocles. The caufes that excite and^ the 
operations that exemplify the greater pafiions, will al- 
ways have an exa6l coincidence^ though perhaps a little, 
diverfifiedby climate or cuftom : every exafperated hera 
muft rage like Achilles^ and every afflided widove 
mourn like Andromache : an abandoned Armida will 
make ufe of Didoes e^iecrations y and a Jew will nearly 
cefemble a Grecian, when aknoft placed in the fame 
fituation ^ that is, the loas of Racine in his incom- 
jj^arable A^lia, will be very like the Ion of fiuripides. 

fioileau obferves, that w new and extraordinary 
thought is by no means a^ thought which, no pesfon 
ever conceived before, or could poflibly conceive ^ on 
the. contrary, it is fuch a thought as muft have occurred 
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to every man in the like cafe, and hare been one of 
the firft in any peribn's mind upon the fame occafion : 
and it is a maxim of Pope, that whatever is very good 
ienfe muft have been common fenfe at all times. 

But if from the foregoing reflexions it may appear 
difficult, to diilinguifh imitation and plagianfm from> 
necefiary refemblance and unavoidable analogy, yet the 
following paffages of Pope, which, becaufe they have 
oever been taken notice of, may po19ibly entertain cu* 
rious and critical readers, feem evidently to be borrow- 
ed, though they are improved. 

The dying Chriftian addrcffcs his foul with a fine i^i- 
rit of poetical cnthufiafm* 

» 

Vital ^ark of heavenly flame ! 
Qmt, O quit this mortal frame 1 
Trembling, hoping, lingering, flying-,' 
O ! the pain, the blifs of dying !• 



Haric ! they whifper Angels fay, 
SiEer ipirit, come away ! ' 

I was furprifed to find this animated pafliage clofely co« 
pied from one of the vile Pindaric writers in the time 
of Charles the fecond : 

When on my fick bed I languifli, . 

Full of forrow, full of anguifh, 

Fa'nting, gafping, trembling, crying. 

Panting, groaning, fpeechlefs, dying ! ■ 

Methinks I hear fome gentle fpirit fay, 

Be not fearful, come away ! Flatman. 



Palingenius 
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Palinj^enius and Cbarron furnifhed him with the two 
following thoughts in the £flsiy on Man : 

Superior beings, when of late they faw 
A mortal man unfold all nature^s law } 
AdmirM fuch wifdom in an earthly (hape, 
And ihewM a Newton, as we fhew an ape. 

Fop£« 

Vtfue movit nobis imitatrlx Jimia rifiim^ 
Sic not coeicolisy qu oties ceroice fuperhi 
Ventofi grajimur^'-'^ 

And again/ 

Simia cctlicolum^ rifnfque jocufque deforum eft 
Tunc homo^ quum tenure ingenio confidit^ (b* audet 
Abdita n^iturce fcrutariy arcanaque dhdm' 

Palingenius, 

While man exclaims, ** fee all things for my ufe !" 
*' See man for mine P^ replies a pamperM goofe. 

Pope. 

" Man fcruples not to fay, that he enjoy et1i the hea- 
*^ vens and the elements \ as if all had been made, and 
^' dill move only for him. In this fenfe a gofling may 
^' fay as much, and perhaps with more truth and jufl- 
•* nefs." 

Charron. 

That he hath borrowed not o^ly ientiments but even 
exprefTions from a Wollafton and Pafcal cannot be 
doubted, if we conllder two more paflages : 



•^^^\^'e^ 
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^(Vhenthe loofe mountain trembles from on high, 
•Shall gravitation ceafe if you go by ? 
'Or fome old temple nodding to its fall, . 
For Chartres** head x^ferve the hanging wall? 

POFE. 



<c 



If a good man be pa'Sing by an infirm building, juft 
in the article of £Eilling , can it be expeded tha^ 
GOD fhould- fufpend the force of -gravitation tiU he 
is gone by, in order to his deliverance ?** 

Chaos of thought and paffion all confused, 
Still by faimfelf abusM, or difabus^d'; 
Created half to rife, and half to fall ', 
Great lord of all things, yet a prey to all ) 
Sole judge of truth, in endlefs error hurPd, 
The glory, j eft, and riddle of the world. 

Pope, , 

** What a chimera then is man ! what a confufed 
** chaos ! what a fubjed of contradidion ! a profefled 
"^^ judge of all things, and yet a feeble worm of the 
^^ earth ! the great depoiitary and guardian of truth, 
'^^ and yet a mere huddle of uncertainty ! the glory and 
^^ thefcandal of the univerfe !'' 

Pascal* 

The witty alluiion to the punifhment of avarice, in 
the Epiflle on Riches, 

Damn to the mines, an equal fate betide* 

The flave that digs it, and the flave that hides *, 



"^ 



No. LXIII. TBI iu>v£i9Tm£ii. rpi 

is plainly taken from, ** The caufes of the decay of 
'* Ohriftlan piety,^' where that excellent and neglefted 
Vriter &ys, *^ It has always been held the fevereft treat* 
^* ment of (laves and madc£idorS|'* damnare admetaUm^ 
^ to force them to 4ig in the nunes : now this is the 
*^ 'covetous man's lot, from which he is never to expeft 
*^ a releafe/^ Cowley has alfo ufed' the fame allufioa* 
The celebrated reflexion with which Charteres*s epi«* 
taph, in the fame epiftle^ concludes^ is the property o£ 
£ruyere. 

To rock the cradle of repofing age, 

is a tender and eleganr image of filial piety, for which ^ 
Pope is indebted to Montagne, who wifhes, in one of 
his effays, to find a (bn-ia-law that may ^* kindly che* 
** ri(h his old age, and rock it afleep/' And the cha^ 
ra&er of Helltio the glutton, introduced to exemplify 
the force and continuance of the ruling paflion, who ia 
the agonies of death exclaimed, 

■ Then bring the Jowl ! 

isitaken from that tale in Fontaine, which ends, 

Puis qu^Ufaut queje taeurt 

Sansfskire tant defapon^ 

^'*on mUpporte tout J t^heure 
Le repe de monfoiffbn* 

9 

Theconclafionof the epkaph oa Gay, where he ob- 
ferves that his honour confifts not in being entombed 
among kings and heroes, 

But that the worthy and the good may iay. 
Striking their penfiye bofoms^-^here Ces Gay, 
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is adopted from an old Latin elegy on the death of 
prince Henry. 

In feveral parts of his writings. Pope feems to have 
formed himfelf on the model of Boileau ^ as might ap- 
pear from a large dedu£lion of particular paflages, al- 
mod literally tranflated from that nervous and feniible 
latirift. 



-Happily to fleer 



Trom grave to gay, from lively to fevere. 

• Popi:. 



D^une voix legere 
Paffir du grave au d^ux^ du plaifant au fevere I 

Boileau. 

Pride, madncfs, folly, againft Drydcn rofe, 
In various (hapes of parfons, critics, beaus. 

Pope. 

D ignorance y ^ Perreur afes naijfantes pieces^ 
En habits de marquis^ en robbes de CQvUeJfeSy 
Venoient pour diffamer/on chef d'^osuvre nowoeau, 

BoiLXAU. 



ij 

i 



I 



While I am tranfcribing thefe iimilarities, I fee! 
great uneafinefs, left I fhould be accufed of vainly and ' 
impotently endeavouring to caft clouds over the repu*#^ 
tation of this exalted and truly original genius, " whoft 
*' memory," to ufe.an expreflion of Ben Johnfon,'** t? 
** do honour, on this fide idolatry, as much as any -^ 
and left the reader (hould be cloyed and difgufted witk 
a clufter of quotations : it happens, however, fortu-j 
nately, that each paflage I have produced, contain foi 

' imports 
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important moral tmxb, or conveys fome pleafing image 
of the mind. 

Critics feem agreed in giring greater latitude to 
the imitation of tHe ancients than of later writers. To 
enrich a compofition with the fentiments and images of 
Greece and Rome, is ever efleemed* not only lawful, 
but meritorious. We adorn our writings with their 
ideas, with as little fcruple, as our houfes with their 
flatues. And Pouilin is not accufed of plagiarifm, for 
having painted Agrippina covering her face with both 
her hands, at the death of Germanicus^ though Timan- 
thes had repreCented Agamemnon clofely veiled at the 
facrifice of his daughter, judicioufly leaving the Specta- 
tor to guefs at a forrow inexprcflible, and that mocked 
the power of the pencil. 
Z 



Nc. 
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N$tuunn primofque gradus vicinia fecit ; 

VTempore creoii amor. Ovid. 

Acquaintance grew, th^ acquaintance they improve 
To friendfhip \ friendihip ripenM into love. 

Eufden. 

To the Adysntureh. 
SIR, 

I OUR paper of laft Tuefday fe'nnight, which I did not 
read till tb-day^ determined me to fend you an account 
of my friend Eugenio, by whofe diftrefs my mind has 
t>een long kept in perpetual agitation : and perhaps, 
my narrative may not only illuftrate your allegory, but 
contribute to recover opinion from her defedion. 

As Orgilio, the father of Eugenio, had no princi- 
ples but thofe of a man of honour, he avoided alike 
both the virtues and vices which are incompatible with 
that charadier ; religion he fuppofed to be a contri- 
vance of prieils and politicians, to keep the vulgar in 
awe ^ and ufed by thofe in the rank of gentleman who 
pretend to acknowledge its obligations, only as an ex- 
pedient to^onceal their want of fpirit. By a condud 
regulated upon thefe principles, he gradually reduced a 

paternal 
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paternal eftate of two thoufand pounds per annum, to 
five hundred. • Befides Eugenio, he had only one 
child, a daughter : his wife died while they were in- 
fants. His younger brother, who had acquired a very 
confiderable fortune in trade, retired unmarried into 
the country: he knew that the paternal eftate was 
greatly reduced ^ and, therefore, took the expence of 
his nephew's education upon himfelf : after fome years 
had been fpent at Wellminfter fchool, he fent him to 
the univerfity, aud fupported him by a very genteel an- 
Huity. 

Eugenio, though his temper was remarkably warm 
and fprightlj, had yet a high relifh of literature, and 
infenfibly acquired a flrong attachment to a college 
life. His apartment adjoined to mine, and our ac- 
quaintance was foon improved into friendfliip. I found 
in him great ardour of benevolence, and a fenfe of 
generofity and honour, which I had conceived to con- 
fift only in romance. With refped to Chriflianity, in- 
deed, he was as yet a fceptic : but I found it eafy to 
obviate general objedions 5 and, as he had great 
penetration and fagacity, was fuperior to prejudice, 
and habituated to no vice which he wiihed to counte- 
nance by infidelity, he began to believe as foon as he 
began to enquire: the evidence for. Revelation at 
length appeared inconteflible j and without bufying 
himfelf with the cavils of fubtility againft particular 
do^riaes, he determined to adhere inviolably to the 
precepts as a rule of life, and to truil in the promifes as 
'. he foundation of hope. The fame ardour and firmnefs, 
the fame generofity and honour, were now cxcrcifed 
with more exalted views, and upon a more perfeft 
plan. He coufidered xne as his preceptor^ and I cqw.« 

I 2 ^\\^X^^ 
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Udered him as my example : eur friend(hlp increafed 
every day ^ and I believe lie had conceived a defign to 
follow me into orders. But when he had continued at 
college about two years, he received a command from 
liis father to come immediately to town : for that his 
earned defire to place him in the army was now ac- 
compliflied, and he had procured him a captain^s com- 
miflion. £y the fame poft he received a letter from 
liis uncle, in which he was flrongly urged to continue 
at college, with ' pri mifes of fucceeding to his whole 
eilate j his father's projeft was zealoufly condemned, 
and his negle6): of a brother's concurrence refented. 
Eugenio, though it was greatly his defire to continue 
at college, and his intereft to oblige his uncle, yet o- 
beyed his father without the leafl hefitation. 

When he came to town, he difcovered that a warm 
altercation had been carried on between his uncle and 
his father upon this fubjed : his uncle, not being able 
to produce any effeft upon the father, as a lafl effort 
had written to the fon; and being equally offended 
with both, when his application to both had been e- 
qually incffedlual, he reproached him with folly and in- 
gratitude J and dying foon after by a fall from his 
horfe, it appeared, that in the height of his refentment, 
he had left his whole fortune to a diffant relation, in 
Ireland, whom he had never fecn. 

Under this misfortune Eugenio comforted himfelf by 
reflefting, that he had incurred it by obedience to his 
father j and though it precluded hopes that were dear- j 
cr than life, yet he never exprcffed his difpleafure ei- ! 
ther by inveftive or complaint. 

Orgilio had very early in life contradied an intimacy ; ; 
wvith Agreftis, a gentleman whofe character and prin- 
ciples 
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ciples were very different from his own. Agreftk had 
very juft notions of right and wrong, by which he re- 
gulated his condudl without any regard to the opinion 
of others: his integrity was univerfal and InfleKible, 
and his temper ardent and open ^ he abhorred whatever 
had the appearance of diiingenuity, he . was extremely 
jealous of his authority^ and there was a rough iimpli* 
city in his manner which many circumflances of his life 
had contributed to produce. His father left him a for- 
tune of two hundred thoufand pounds ^ but as the par- 
£mony which enabled him to amafs it, extended to the 
education of iiis fon by whom it was to be poffeffed, he 
had been taught neither politenefs nor literature. He 
married a lady, whofe influence would have polifhed 
the rough diamond by degrees ^ but (he died within 
the firft year of her marriage, leaving him a daughter 
to whom he gave her name Amelia, and transferred all 
his affe6tion : he, therefore, continued to live in great 
privacy y and being ufed to have only fervants and de- 
pendants about him, he indulged the peculiarities of 
his humour without that complaifance which becomes 
infenfibly habitual to thofe, who mix in the company of 
perfons whom it is their apparent intereft to pleafe, and 
whofe prefence is a perpetual reflraint upon fuch irre- 
gular darts of temper as would incur contempt by ar- 
rogating a fuperiprity which none would acknowledge. 
To this difpoiition hh daughter accommodated herfelf 
as (he grew up, from motives both of affedtion and du- 
ty : as he knew and regretted the defe£l of his own 
education, he fpared no coll to complete her^s ^ and ihe 
is indeed the mod accomplifhed chara6Ver I ever 
knew : her obedience is cheerful and implicit, her af- 
fcdion teDder and without parade } her looks exprefs 
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the utmoft fweetncfs and fenfibility, and yet there is a 
dignity in her manner which commands refpedl. 

The intimacy between the father of Eugenio and 
Agreflis produced a tender friendfhip between his fiiler 
and Amelia, which began in their infancy, and increaf- 
ed with their years. 

Such charadlers as Amelia and Eugenio, could not 
be long familiarly known to each other, without excit-> 
ing mutual efteem : the traniition from efleem to love, 
between perfons of different fexes, is often impercepti- 
ble even to themfelves ; and, perhaps, was not difco* 
Tered till long after it had happened, either by Euge« 
nio or Amelia. When he returned from the univeriity, 
(he was about eighteen ! as her flature and. her beauty 
were greatly increafed during this interval, their firft 
cSt&, upon Eugenio was proportionably greater ^ and he 
perceived from whatever caufe, a more foifibte enio- 
tion in her. He had too much difcernmeht not to dif-* 
cover that (he loved him^ and too much generoiity 
not to conceal his love of her, becaufe he was fo much 
her infeiior in fortune : fometimes he refied:ed upon 
her partiality wit)i plcafare, and fonletimes with re- 
gret J but while they were thus mutually confcious to 
delires which they mutually fuppreffed, the late rebel- 
lion broke out, and Eugenio was commanded into 
Scotland. In this expedition he diilinguifhed himfelf 
equally by his courage and humanity ; and though he 
had not much money, and therefore could but feldom 
difplay his bounty j yet his concern for the real inte- 
reft of his men was fo appareiit, as well in fuch a6^s of 
kindnefs as were in his power, as in the {lri6l difcipline 
which he maintained among them, that his perfonal in- 
fluence was very powerful and extenfive. During this 
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abfenpe, though he 'felt his paflion fox Amelia increaiey 
notwithilanding all his attempts to f^pprefs^ it ) yet he 
never wrote fo her, but contented himfelf with men- 
tioning her in general terms^ and including her in his 
remembrance of other friends^ when he wrote to his 
father and his iifler* 

When he returned, as his fitter's intimacy with Ame- 
lia dill continued^ his opportunities to fee her w:ere 
equally frequent : but the pleafure of thofe interviews 
were become yet more tumultuous and confufed j and 
the lovers were both confcious, that their fentiments 
were every moment involuntarily diicovered to eskch 
other. 

Amelia had difmified many fuitors, who were not 
lots diftinguiflHsd by their merit thaatheir rank^ bfifiHttie 
fhe ftill hoped to enrich Eugenio with her fortune j and 
Eugenio perfifled in a condu<5l by which this hope was 
difappointed, becauiie' he would not degrade Amelia by 
an alliance with dependence and poverty. The objec« 
tions of duty might, indeed, have been removed by 
obtaining the confent of Agreftis j but thofe of honour 
would dill have remained : he was not, however, abfo« 
lutely without hope ^ for tbongk he had lo& his nucleus 
fortune by obedience to his father, yet as he had great- 
ly recommended himfelf to his commanding officer, 
who was of the highefl rank, he belieyed it poflible 
that he might be advanced to a pofl in the army, 
which would juflify his pretentions to Amelia, and rer 
move all his difficulties at once. 

Agredis wondered at the condu<5l of his daughter^ 
but neither aiked nor fufpe^ed her motives I for he had 
always declared, that as he believed (he would never 
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many agalnft his confent, he would never urge her to 
marry againfl her own inclination. 

Amelia, therefore, continued to decline every offer, 
and Eugenio to fee her almoft every day, without the 
leaft intimation of his love, till the beginning of the . 
lail winter, when he loft his filler by the finall pox. 
His interviews with Amelia were nowlefs frequent, and, 
therefore, more interefting : he feared, that as he 
would be feldom in her fight, the afiiduities of fome 
fortunate rival might at length exclude him from her 
remembrance : he did not, however, faulter in his refo- 
lution, nor did Amelia change her conduct. 
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Etfuriit agitatus amor , Vikg, 

. Xove, which the furies irritate to rage* 

It happened that about this time (he was addrelTed by 
Veiitofus, the eldefl fon of a noble family j who, be- 
fides a large eftate, had great expectations from his fa- 
ther's influence at court. Ventofus, though he was 
flrongly recommended by Agreflis, and was remarkable 
for perfonal accomplifhments, was yet received with 
great coldnefs by Amelia : he was furprized, mortified, 
and difappointed J yet he continued his vifits, and.was^ 
ver^ diligent to difcover what had prevented his fuc- 

cefs.. 
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cefs. One evening, juft as he was about to take his 
leave, after much ineffectual treaty and complaint, £u- 
genio unexpe6ledly entered the zoom. Ventofus in- 
ilantly remarked the embarraffment, both of his miflrefs 
and the (Iranger, whom he, therefore, fuppofed to be a 
rival, and no longer wondered at his own difappoint- 
ment : thefe fufpicions were every moment confirmed, 
and increafed: for his prefence produced emotion 
which could neither be concealed nor miHake^ 
though by a Idfs penetrating eye than that of jealou^.)^ ^ 
they might have been overlooked- 

He was now fired with refeutment and indignation.;, 
and having left the room fomewhat abruptly, he was> 
met upon the flairs by Agreflis, with whom he defired 
to fpeak a few words in private Agreflis turned back, 
into pother apartment, and Ventofus told him with 
£bmc warmth, that he did not>ezpe£l to have found his. 
daughter pre-engaged y and that he could not help^ 
thinking himfelf ill treated^ Agreflis, with equal 
warmth required him to explain his meanings and after 
£bme time had been fpent in eager altercation, they 
parted ia better temper^ Agreflis perfuaded . that a 
clandefline love had been, carried on between his 
daughter and Eugenio, and Ventofus convinced th^t 
. Agreflis had never encouraged the preteAfions> of his*. 
xivaL. 

Agreflis immediately fent for Amelia, and flcmly 
urged her with many queflions, which fhe could' only 
anfwer with, blufhes and tears :, her filence and confu- 
fion convinced him that Ventofus* was> not miflaken; 
and, therefore, defifling from enquiry, He feverely re- 
prehended her for the pafl^ and. enjoined' her never to 
converfe with Eugenio again ^ to whom he alfo figni- 

Is ficd 
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fied bis difpleafare, and requefled that to prevent far- 
ther unealinefs he would come no more to his houfe till 
Amelia (hould be married. 

Eugenio, though his love was almofl hopelefs be- 
fore, was yet greatly afflided by this meffage j becaufe 
he feared that Amelia had fstUen under her fathet^s 
difpleafure, and that now he was become jealous of his 
authority he might be tempted to abufc it. As to fe- 
cure her peace was the principal obje£^ of his wifh, he 
concealed what had happened from his father, left a 
quarrel (hould be prbduced between him and Agrefti^, 
in which Amelia^s delicacy and tendemefs would be 
yet more deeply wounded. When a vifit was intended 
to Agreilisy he always took care to have fome engage- 
ment at another place : Agreftis, however, as he had 
BO conception of the principles upon which EugeiuQ 
a£kedy did not doubt hit that he had communicated the 
reafon of his abfence to his father, and that his father 
wats fecretly offended ^ but as he exprefled no refent- 
sient, he believed that his ambirion had lor once re- 
ibrained the petulance of his pride, that he diflembled 
to jpievent an open rupture, and had ftill hopes of ef- 
Jeding the piirpofe which he had concerted with his 
foil. 

A (ufpicion of ill-will always produces it } but befides 
this caiiie of alienation, Agreftis had unjuflly imputed a 
€ondu6l td his friend, which rendered him the objed of 
his contempt and averiion ; he, therefore, treated Yaia. 
with coldnefe and reierve, fuppofing that he well knew the 
caiife, and neglefledto return his vifits without think- 
-iog it neceflary to aflign any reafon^ This condu6l was 
i|t length remarked by '^Orgilio, who confidered it as 
the caprice of a charadier which he always deipifed ; 

ke^ 
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lie, therefore, retorted the neglc6t without expofhila- 
tion : and thus all intercourfe between the families wa^s 
at an end. 

Eugenio in the mean time was inflexible in his pur- 
pofe 'j and Amelia, in her next interview with Vento- 
fus, acquainted him that ihe would fee him no more. 
Ventofus again appealed to her father : but the old gen* 
tleman was Heady in his principles, notwithflanding hi.s 
refentment ^ and told him, that he had exerted all the 
authority which God and nature had given him in his 
favour 'y and that, however provoked, he would never 
proflitute his child, by compelling her to marry a per* 
ion who was not the obje6l of her choice. 

Ventofus, who was extremely mortified at this dif- 
appointment, was very inquifitive about Eugenio, for 
whom he flill fuppofed he had been rejeded: he foon 
learned his iituatton and circumftances, and his long in- 
timacy with Amelia ^ he refleded upon the confiifion 
which both had exprefled, in the accidental interview 
at which he was prefent ^ and was willing to beliey^, 
that his rival, however contemptible, had been too fuc- 
ceisful to be fupplaated with honour by a huiband : 
this, however, if he did not believe, he was very dili- 
gent to propagate ^ and to remove the difgrace of a re- 
fufal, hinted that for this reafon he had abruptly dis- 
continued his addreffes, and congratulated himielf upon 
his efcape. ... 

It happened that about fix weeks ago, Ventofus, as 
he wa$^ walking in the Mall, with « younger officer of 
diftindion, met Amelia in company of feveral ladies and 
a gentleman* Ht thought fit to- bow to Amelia with a 
fupercilious refpe6t, which bad greatly the air of an in- 
fult : of this compliment AmeUai though ihe. looked 
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him in the face, took no notice : by this calm difdain 
he was at once difappointed and confounded } he wa»- 
ilung by an effort of his own malignity, and his breait 
fwelled with paflion which he could not vent. In this 
agitation of mind he haflily turned back, and Meter* 
mined, for whatever reafon, to follow her. After he- 
had advanced about fifty paces, he faw Eugenidcoming^ 
forward, who the moment he perceived Amelia, tmm» 
cd into another walk. This was obferved by Ventofus^ 
whofe contempt and indignation had now another ob* 
je6l, upon which they might without violence to the 
laws of honour be gratified : he communicated his pur-. 
pofe to his companion, and hailily followed Eugenio* 
When they had overtaken him, they btxrft into ahorfe* 
laugh, and pufhed fa rudely by him, that he could 
fcarce recover his flep : they did not, however, g^ on :: 
but flopping fuddenly, turned about as if to apologize 
for the accident, and affedled great furprife-at difcover' 
ing to whom it happened. Ventofus^ bowed very low, 
ai)d with much contemptuous ceremony begged hi» 
pardon ^ telling him at the fame time, that there was a: 
lady in the next walk who would be very glad of his. 
company. To this infult Eugenio anfwered^ '' That 
*' he was not willing to fuppofc that an affront was in- 
^ tended, and that if the lady he meant was> a woman 
*^ of honour, ike ought always to be mentioned with 
•* refpeft.'* Ventofus replied, " That whether the 
^ lady he meant was a woman of honour, he would not 
^^ determine ^ but he believed (he had been very,, very 
*' kind \ and was pleafed to fee that her favours \irere: not 
** forgotten, though they were no longer accepted.'* 
Eugenio was not now mailer of his temper, but turning ^.^ 
fuddenly upon Ventofus,- itruck him with fucb violence 

that 
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that he* fell at his feet : he rofc, however, in an in- 
ilant, and laid his hand upon his fword, but was prr* 
vented from drawing k "by hi& companioa^ and the 
crowd beginning to gather about them, they parted 
with mutual exprefHoo^ of contempt and rage. 

In the morning the' officer who had been in com- 
pany with VentofuiGf at the quarrel, delivered a chal-- 
lenge 'to Eagenio, which he anfwered by the following^ 
billet. 

*^ YotTR behaviour laft night has convinced me that 
^ you are a fcouadrel ^ and your letter tlus morning 
** that yoti are a fool. If I fliould accept your chal^ 
^ lepge, 1 fhottld myfelf be both. I owe a duty ta 
^ God and to my country, which I deem it infamous 
*^ to violate 3, and I am intrufled with a life, which I 
^' think cannot without folly be flaked againft yours» 
^ I believe you have ruined, but you cannot degrade 
^ me. You may poiHbly, while you fiieer over thisi 
" letter, fecrctly exult in your own fafety ^ but remem-^ 
** ber^ that to prevent aflaflination I have a fword, and 
** to chaflife infolence a cane.'* 

With this letter, the captain returned to Ventofus^, 
irho read it with all the extravagancies of rage and 
difdain : the captain, however, endeavoured to foothe 
and encourage him ^ he reprefented Eugenio as a pol- 
troon and a beggar, whom he ought no otherwife to 
punifh than by removing him from the rank into which: 
he had intruded ^ and this, he faid, would be very eafily 
accomplifhed. Ventofus at length acquiefced in the* 
fentimeats of his friend; and it was foon induflrioufly 
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reported, that Eugenio had (Iruck. a perfon of high 
rank, and refufed him th^ iatisfadion of a gentleman 
which he had condefcended to a£k. For not accepting 
a challenge, Eugejiio could not be legally punifhed, 
becaufe it was made his duty as a foldier by the articles 
of war ;; but it drew upon him the contempt of his fu- 
jperior officers, and xhade theoti very folicitous to find 
fome pretence tb difinifs him* The friends of Vento- 
fus immediately intimated, that the a6l of violence t(^ 
which Eugenio had been provoked, was committed 
within the verge of the court, and was, tberefore, a 
fofBcient taufe to break him \ as for that offence he was 
liable to be punished with the lofs of his hand, by a law 
"^hioh though difufjsd was ilill in force* This expedient 
was eagerly adopted, and' Eugenio was accordingly de* 
f rived of his coflimiffioa. 
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Nolo virum^facUi redimit qui /anguine famam : 
Hunc voloy laudari quijtne mortepotefi. 

Mart. 

Not him I prize who poorly gains 
From death the palm which blood dift^ns \ 
But him who wins with nobler f^rife ^ 

An unpolluted wreath firom life. 

He had conciealed his quarrel with Ventofus'from his 
father, who was then at the femily-feat about twenty 
ndles Irom London, becaufe he was not willing to ac- 
quaint him Yfix}^ the caufe : but the effed was fuch as 
could not be hidden \ and it was now become neceflary 
that he (hould anticipate the report of others. He, 
therefore,v fet out immediately for the country 3 but 
his father about the fame time arrived in London: 
fome imperfe6l account had been fent him of the pro- 
ceedings againft Eugenio 3 and though he concluded 
from his filence that he had been guilty of fome indif- 
cretibn, yet he did not fufpe^ lin imputation of cow- 
ardice 3 and hoped by his inte^reit to fupport him 
dgainft private refentment. When he found that he 
had miffed £ugenio in fome of the avenues to town, he 
went immediately to the gentleinun *virho )iad procured 
his commiMen, botk 1f?hom he les^ned all the circnm- 
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ilances of the affair. The moment he heard that his 
fon had refufed a challenge, he was feized with rage fo 

p violent, that it had the appearance of diftra^Hon : he 
uttered innumerable oaths and execrations in a' voice 
that was fcarce human, declared his fon to be uiiworthj 
of his name, and folemnly renounced him for ever. 

Eugenio returned to London the fame day, but it 
was late before he arrived : the fervant that qpened 
the door told him with tears in his eyes, that his father 
was gone to bed much difordered, and had command- 
ed that he (hould no more be admitted into that houfe» 
He flood motionlefs a few moments^ and thea depart- 
ing without reply, came dire£tly to me j his looks were 
wild, h|s countenance pale, and his eyes fwimming in 
tears : the moment he faw me, he threw himfelf into a 
chair } and putting a copy of his anfwer to VentofusV 
challenge into my hand, anticipated my inequities bj 

. relating all that had happened.. - 

After having adminifleredfuch confblation as I qould^. 
I prevailed upoahim with much, difficulty to go to bed*. 
I fate up the reH of the night,, devifing various argu- 
ments to convince Orgilio,. that his fon had added new 
dignity to his chata6lef. In th£ moxning I went to 
his houfe ^ and after much folicltation was admitted to > 
his chamber;. I found him in bed, wher« he had laii^ 
awake all the night ) and it was eafy to fee that lu» 
mind was in great agitation. I hoped that this tumult 
was produced by the flrugglcs of parental tendernefs.:. 
but the moment I mentioned his fon, he. fell into, an 
agony of rage that tendered him fpeechlefsj and I came 
away, convinced that the eloquence of an angel upon 
the fame fubje6l would have been without ejQfe^. I did 
Boty^ however, relate thefe difcouragipg ciiCumflancep. 

tO) 
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to Eugenio : I told him that It would be proper to 
wait a few days before any farther application was 
Kiade 5 not only becaufe his father's refentmeht would 
probably fubfide, but becaufe he was now indifpofed. 

Eugenio, when he heard that his father was ill, 
V changed colour and burfl into tears. He went every " 
evening, and knocking foftly at the fexvant's window^ 
inquired how he did 5 and when he found that his fe- 
ver had become dangerous, he intreated me to go yet. 
once more and intercede for him, that he might at leail ■ 
be permitted to fee his father, if he might not hope to 
be forgiven. I went j but when Orgilio heard my 
name, he fell into a fre(h tranfport of rage, which ended 
in a delitium. The effe£^ which this incident produced 
upon Eugenio, who waited at the end of the flreet for 
my return, cannot be defcribed : I prevailed upon him 
to go back to my houfe, where he ibmetimes haftily 
traverfed the room, and fometimes fat fixed in a kind of 
flupid infenfibility upon the floor. While he was in 
one of thefe fits^ news was brought that his father was 
dead, and had the morning after he was taken ill, dif- 
inherited him, declaring that by the infamy of his con« 
du6l he had broke his heart. 

Eugenio heard this account without any apparent 
furprife or emotion, but could not be perfuaded to 
change his pofture or receive any food ) till his fpirit^ 
being quite exhaufled, fleep relieved him a few hour& 
from the agony of his mind. 

The night on which his father was buried, he wrap- 
ped himfelf up in a horfeman^s coat that belonged to 
my fervant, and followed the proceiTion at a diflance on 
foot. When the ceremony was over, and the company 
departed, he threw hlmfelf on the grave y and hiding' 
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his- face in the duft, wept over it ia fiknce that was in- 
terrupted only by groans. I, who had followed him 
unperceived) did not think it prudent to intrude upon 
the folemnity of his forrow, till the morning dawned : 
he was furprifed, and I thought fomewhat confounded 
to fee me j he fuffered me, however, to lead him away, 
but neither of us uttered a word. 

He told me the next day, that he would trouble me 
a few nights longer for a lodging, and iff- the mean 
time think of fome means by which he might obtain a 
fubfiflence : he was, indeed, totally deftitute, without 
money and without a profefUon y but he made no com- 
plaint, and obflinately refufed all pecuniary affiftance. 

In leis than a week afterwards, having converted his 
watch, his fwofd, a fnuff^box^ and ring, inta money, he 
engaged as a common failor in a private undertaking to 
difcover the northrweft paflage to India. 

When he communicated this defperare enterprife, he 
appeared pcrfedly compofed^ ** My dear jBriend,** 
faid he, *^ it has been always my point of honour to 
" obey the commands! of God, the prime author of my 
'^ being, and the tdtimate objedl of my hope-, at what- 
^^ ever rifque > and I do not repent that I have fteadi- 
'' ly adhered to this principle at the expence of all 
" that is valuable upon earth : I have fuffered the lols 
" of fortune, of love, and of fame j but I have pre- 
" ferved my integrity, and I know that I (hall not lofc 
** my reward. To thefe I would, indeed, add the 
** efleem, though not the love of Amelia. She will 
** hear of me as degraded and diiinherited, a coward, 
** a vagabond, and a fugitive j and her efleem, I think, 
*' I have fufficient reafon to give up : grief will wound 
*^ her deeper than contempt j it is therefore, beft that 

" fhe 
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" (he (hould defpife me. Some of thofe, by whom ihe 
** is addrefied, defcrvc her ; and I ought not to with- ' 
" hold a felicity which I cannot enjoy. I fhall embark 
•* to-morrow 5 and your friendly embrace is all the 
** good that I expeft to receive from this country, 
'* when I depart in fearch of others which are un- 
** known." 

To this addrefs I was not in a condition to reply j 
and perceiving that I was overwhelmed with grief, he 
left me, perhaps, left his purpofe (hould be (haken, and 
my weaknefs (hould prove contagious. 

On the morrow I attended him to the (hip. He talk- 
ed to me of indifferent things ^ and when we parted 
wrung my hand, and turned from me abruptly without 
fpeaking. I hafted into the boat which wiuted to bring 
me on (hore, and "would not ttgtaxt feek the pangs of yef- 
terday for all the kingdoms of the world. 

Such is the friend I have loft ! fuch is the man^ 
whom the world has diigracied for refuling a'challeilgfe j 
but none who are touched with pity at his misfortunes, 
wi(h that he had avoided then! by anbtheff condu^ ; 
and not to pity Eugenio, is furely to be a monfter ra- 
ther than a man. 

It may, perhaps, b« queftioned, whether I ou^t thus- 
to have exhibited his ftory under feigned names ^ or 
have a right to attempt that which he forbore. My 
love to him, is, indeed, my motive : but I think my 
conduct is juft, when I confider, that though it is pofti- 
ble that Amelia may, by the perufual of thefe papers* 
fuffer the moft tender, and, therefore, the rtioft exqui- 
fite diftrefs, by the re-eftabliihment of her efteem for. 
him who moft deferves it j yet the world may derive new 
virtue, from the dignity which the chara6^er of Euge- , 
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nio refledls upon his condud : his example is truly il- 
luftrious 'y and as it can fcarce fail to excite emulation, 
it ought not to be concealed. 

I am, SIR, 

Your humble feivant, 

BENEVOLUS. 
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7/m^ff/tfj— — iri/tffv excoluere per artes. Viroi, 

They poli(h life by ufeful arts. 

That familiarity produces ncgleft, has been long ob- 
ferved. The eflPedt of ail external objefts, however 
great or fplendid, ceafes with their novelty 5 the cour- 
tier ftands without emotion in the royal prefence \ the 
ruftic tramples under his foot the beauties of the fpring =1 
with little attention to their colour or their fragrance j 
and the inhabitant of the coafl darts his eye upon the \ 
immenfe diffuiion of waters, without awe, wonder, or 
terror. 

Thofe who have pad much of their lives in this great 
city, look upon its opulence and its multitudes, its ex- i 
tent and variety, with cold indifference \ but an inha- • 
bitant of the remoter parts of the kingdom is immedi- 
ately 
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atelj dlllinguifhed by a kind of didipated cnrlofity, a 
bufy endeavour to divide, his attention amongfl a thou-^ 
fand obje6^s, and a wild confulion of aflonifhment and 
alarm. ^ 

The attention of a new-comer is generally firft ftruck 
by the multiplicity of cries that flun him in the flreets, 
and the variety of merchandife and manufadnres which 
the fhopkeepers expofe on every hand j and he is apt, 
by unwary burfls of admiration to excite the merriment 
and contempt of thofe, who miilake the ufe of their 
eyes for effe£ls of their vunderilanding, and confound 
accidental knowledge with jufl reafoning. 

But, furely, thefe are fubjefts on which any man 
may without reproach employ his meditations : the in- 
numerable occupations, among which the thoufands 
that fwarm in the flreets of London, are diftributed, 
may furni(h employment to minds of every caft, and 
capacities of every degree. He that contemplates the 
extent of this wonderful city, finds it difficult to con- 
ceive, by what method plenty is maintained in our mar- 
kets, and how the inhabitants are regularly fupplied . 
with the neceflaries of life } but when he examines the 
(hops and warehoufes, fees the ijhmenfe (lores of every 
kind of merchandife piled up for fale, and runs over all 
the manufa6lures of art and produ£ls of nature, which 
are every where attrading his eye and foliciting his 
purfe, he will be inclined to conclude, that fuch quan- 
tities cannot eafily be exhaufted, and that part of man- 
kind muH foon (land (till for want of employment, till 
the wares already provided (hall be worn out and de- 
ftroyed. 

As Socrates was paffing through the fsur at Athens, 
and ca(ting his eyes over the (hops and cuftomers, 
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** how manj things arc here," fays tc, " that I do not 
" want !y The feme fcntimcnt is every moment rifing 
in the mind of him that walks the ilreets of London, 
however inferior in philofophy to Socrates : he' beholds 
a thoufand (hops crowded with goods, of which he can 
fcarcely tell -the ufe, and which, therefore, he is apt to 
coniider as of no value ^ and, indeed, many of the arts 
by which families are fupported, and wealth is heaped 
together, are of that minute and fuperfluous kind 
which nothing but experience could evince poftibly to 
be profecuted with advantage, and which, as the world, 
might eafily want, it could fcarcely be expeded to en- 
courage. 

But fo it i^, that cuflom, curiofity, or wantonnefs, 
fupplies- every art with patrons, and finds purchafers for 
every manufadlure ^ the world is fo adjufled, that not 
only bread, but riches may be obtained without great 
abilities, or arduous performances : the moil unfkilful 
hand and unenlightened mind have fufHcient incitements 
to induflry ^ for he that is refolut^ly bufy, can fcarce^ 
ly be in want. There is, indeed, no employment, how- 
ever defpicable, from which a man may not promife 
himfelf more than competence, when he fees thoufands 
and myriads raifed to dignity, by no other merit than 
that of contributing to fupply their neighbours with 
the means of fucking finoke through a tube of clay '^ 
and others railing contributions upon.thofe, whofe ele- 
gance difdains the groflhefs of fmoky luxury, by grind- 
ing the fame materials into a powder that may at once 
gratify and impair.the fmell. 

Not onlyby thefe popular and modifh trifles, but by 

a thou&nd unheeded and -evanefcent kinds of bufinefs, 

>re the inultitudes.of this city prieferved from idlenefs, 

and 
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ind confeqiiently from want. In. the endkfs variety 
>f taftes and circumilances tbat diveriify mankind^ 
lothingis £o fuperfluous, but that fome one deiices it 5 
>r fo common, but that £9me one is compelled to bay 
t. . As nothing is ufelefs but .becaufe it is in improper 
laadsy what is thrown away by <Hie is gathered up by 
nother ^ and the refufe of part of mankind furnifhes a 
ubordinate clafs with the materials neceffary to their 
iipport. 

When I look round upon thofe who -are thus vari- 
uflj ezertiag their qualificattoh», I oaQiH)t but admire 
be fecret concatenation of fociety, that Uu^ together 
be great and the mean, the illuflrious and the obfcure. ^ 
nd confider with benevolent fatisfadion, that no man, 
nlefs his body, or mind be totally difabled, has need to 
iffer the mortification of feeing himfelf ufelefs or 
arthenfome to the community ^ he that will diligently 
bour, in whatever, occupation, -will deferve the fuf- 
mxace which he cibtaixxs, and the proteftion which 
5 enjoys^ and may lie down every -night with the plea- 
ig confcioufiiefs, of having contributed fomething to 
le happinefs of life. 

Contempt and admiration are equally iiioident to nar- 
iw minds : he whofe comprehenfipn can take in the 
hole fiibordinationof.mankind, and whofe perfpicacity 
m pierce to the real flate. of things, through the thin 
iils of fortune or of fafhion, wiU discover meannefs in 
e higheft ftations, and dignity in the.meaneil; and 
id that no man can become venerable but by virtue, 

contemptible bat by wickednefs. 

In the midfl of this univerfal hurry, no man ought 

be fo little influenced by example, or fo void ofhon* 
: emulation^ atnofiand a lazy fpefh^or o| inceffant 

labour*. 
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labour ', or pleafe himfelf with the mean bappinefs 
•drone, while the active fwarms are buzzing a) 
him : no man is without fome quality, by the due 
plication of which he might dcferve well of the wo 
and whoever he be that has but little in his power fta 
be in hafte to do that little, left he be confounded i 
him that can do nothing. 

By this general concurrence of endeavours, an 
every kind have been fo long cultivated, that all 
wants of man may be immediately fupplied ^ idle 
can fcarcely form a wifh which (he may not gratify 
the toil of others, or curiofity dream of a toy, w: 
the fhops are not ready to afford her. 

Happinefs is enjoyed only in proportion as it is kno 
and fuch is*the date or folly of man, that it is known < 
by experience of its contrary : we who have long 11 
«midfl the conveniences of a town immenfely popul 
have fcarce an idea of a place where defire canno 
gratified by money. In order to have a juft fen£ 
this artificial plenty, it is neceflary to have pafTed f< 
time in a diftant colony, or thofe parts of our id 
which are thinly inhabited : he that has once kn( 
how many trades every man in fuch fituations is c< 
pelled to exercife, with how much labour the prodi 
of nature muft be accommodated to human ufe, I 
long the lofs or defe6l of any common utenfil mufl 
endured, or by what aukwaid expedients it muH 
« fupplied, how far men may wander with money ihdi 
hands, before any can fell them what they wifh to fat 
will know how to rate at its proper vahie the pld 
-and .eafe of a great city. 

But that the happinefs of man may diH remain ii 
jperfed, as want s in this place are eafily fupplied^ k 

7 war 
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wants likcwifc are cafily created : every man, in fur. 
vcying'the (hops of London, fees numberlefsitiftru^ 
ments and conveniences, of which, while he did not 
know them, be never felt the need} and yet,' when ufe ^ 
has made them familiar, wonders how life could be 
fupported without them. Thus it comes to pafs, thai 
our defires always increafe with our poffeflions : the 
knowledge that fomething remains yet unenjoyed, im- 
pairs our enjoyment of the good before us. 

They who have been accudomed to the refinements 
of fcience, and Mlultiplications of contrivance, foon lofe 
their confidence in the unafiifted powers of Nature, 
forget the paucity of our real necedities, and overlook 
the eafy methods by which they may be fupplied. It 
were a fpeculation worthy of a philofophical mind, to 
examine how much is taken away from our native abi- 
lities, as well as added to them, by artificial expe- 
dients. We are fo accufiomed to give and receive af- 
fiftance, that each of us fingly can do little for himfclf ^ 
and there is fcarce any one among us, however con* 
tra^fi may be his form of life, who does not enjoy the 
labour of a thoufand artifts. 

. But a furvey of the various nations that inhabit the 
earth, will inform us, that life may be fupported with 
lefs afiliftance ^ and that the dexterity , which pra6lice 
i enforced by necefiity produces, is able to effe£l much 
by very fcanty means. The nations of Mqjcico and 
Peru erected cities and temples without the ufe of 
iron ; and at this day the rude Indian fupplies himfelf 
with all the neceffaries of life; Sent, like the reft 
of mankind, naked into the world, as foon as his pa- 
rents have nurfed him up to (Irength, he is to provide 
by his own labour for his.own fupport* His firft care 
Vol. II. . K u 
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is to find a fliarp flint among the rocks : with this hm 
undertakes to fell the trees of the foreft : he (hap cs hh 
bowy Pleads his arrows, boilds his cottage, and hollows 
his canoe, and from that time lives ia a (l9<lt of plen^ 
tj and proTperitj : he is Sheltered from tb^ ftocpMj hi 
is fortified againft beafts of piref > bs is eaabkd lo 
purfue the fifh of the (ea, and the deer of the rnoim* 
tains ; and, as he docs not know, does aot envy the 
happinefs of polilhed nations, wher<e gold ca»{upply 
the want of fortitude and ikill, and he, whofe labori- 
ous anceilors hi^ve made ham rich, may lie ftretohed 
upon a couch, and ice all the treafures of all die ele* 
ments poured dowB before him. 

This piAure of a iavage life, if it fltcwa how mudi 
individuals maj perform, ihews likewile how much fo- 
ciety is to be defired* Ijlumgh the par&Teraaice and 
addrefs of the Indian excite our admiration, they ne- 
Terthelefs cannot procure him the conveniences which 
are enjoyed by the vagrant beggar of a civilised coun- 
try : he hunts like a wild beaft to fatisfy his hunger > 
and when he lies down to reft after a fucceisful ehace, 
cannot pronounce himfelf (Secure againft the danger of 
periihing in a few days : he is, perhaps, content with 
his condition, becaufe he knows not that a better is at* 
tainable by man j as he that is born blind does not 
long for the perception of light, becaufe he cannot 
conceive the advantages which light would afford him : 
but hunger, wounds, and wearinefs, are real evils, 
though he believes them equally bcident to all his 
fellow-creatures : and when » tempeft compels him to 
lie ftarving in his hut, he cannot juftly be concluded 
equally happy with thofe whom art has exempted from 
the power of chance, and who make the foregoing 
jear provide for the following.. 
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To receive and to communicate afliflance, conflitutes 
the happinefs of liuman life •: man may^ indeed, pre- 
fer ve his exigence in folitude, but can enjoy it only in 
ibciety: the grcateft underftanding of an individual, 
doomed to procure food and clothing for himfelf, will 
barely fupply him with expedients to keep off death 
from day to day j but as one of a larger CQmmunity,^ 
performing only his fhare to the common bufinefs, he 
gains Icifurc for intelledual pleafures, and enjoys the 
happinefs of reafon and reflediion. 
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Nocet empta dolore voluptas* Otid* 

How Yain the joy for which otir pain tnuft pay. 

It has been remarked, ^at \\xt play of brutes is al- 
ways a mock fight 3 and, perhaps, this is equally trutf 
of all the fports that have been invented by reafon for 
the amufement of mankind. The celebrated gamts of 
antiquity were fomething more ; the conflidi was often 
fatal, and the pleafure ti the fpedators feems to have 
been proportioned to the danger of the combatants : 
not does it n^ar that any fport has been fioce con* 

K a trived, 
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trivedi which can gratify pure benevolence, or enter- 
Cain, without producing an oppofition of intereft. 
Thdre are, indfeed, manj external advantages, which 
it has never been thought immoral to acquire, thougfi 
an oppofition of intereft is neceffarily implied ^ advan- 
tages, which, like a flake at cards, one party can only 
gain by the ]o(s of the other : for wealth and poverty, 
obfcurity and diftindion, command and fervitode, are 
mutually relative ^ and the exigence of each is by 
each reciprocally derived and given. 

Play, therefore, is not unlawful, merely as a con« 
tell } nor can the pleafure of them that win be imputed 
to a criminal want of benevolence, in this ftate of im- 
pbrfe6lion, merely becaufe it is enjoyed at the expenct 
of thofe who lofe* But, as in bufinefs, it has never 
been held lawful to circumvent thofe whom we dcfire 
to excel : fo in play, the chance of lofs and gain ought 
to be always «qual ; at lead, each party (hould be ap- 
prized of the force employed againft him j and If then 
he plays againft odds, no man ha»' a right to inquire 
his motive, though a good man would decline to en- 
gage him. 

There is, however, one fpccies of divetfion which 
has not been generally condemned, though it is pro- 
duced by an attack upon thofe who have not volunta- 
rily entered the liiU, who find themfelves buffeted in 
the dark, and have neither means of defence nor pofH- 
bility of advantage. 

Thefe feats are atchieved by the knights* errant of 
Mirth, and known by the name of Frolics: under this 
same, indeed, many fpccies of wanton cruelty hate 
been pradifed, without incurring the infamy, or raif- 
ipg the indignation which they deferve^ and it is ex- 
tremely 
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trexnely difficult to fix upon any certain criterion, by 
which frolics may be diftingui(hedi into criminal and 
innocent. If we could difcern effe6ls while they. are 
involved in their caufes, and afcertain every remote 
confequence of our own anions, perhaps thefe fallies 
might be allowed under the fame reftri^tions as raii« 
lery : the falfe alarms and ridiculous diftrefs into 
which others are betrayed to make us fport^ (hould be. 
fuch only as will be fubjeds of merriment, even to the 
fufferer, when they are pad, and remembered neither 
with refentment nor regret.: but as every a£|ion may 
produce effeds over which human power has no in« 
fiuence, and which human fagacity cannot forefee, we 
ihould not lightly venture to tlie verge of evil, nor 
firike at others, though with a reed, left, like the rod 
of Mofesy it become a ferpent in our hands. 

During the hard froft in the year 1740, fpur^young 
gentlemen, of confiderable rank, rode intp an inn, 
near one of the principal avenues to this city, at. ele- 
ven o^clock at night, without any attendant^ and hav- 
ing expreflfed uncommon concern about their horfes, 
and overlooked the proviiion that was made for them, 
called for a room j ordering wine and tobacco to be 
brought in, and declaring, that as. they were to fet out 
very early in the morning, it was not worth while to 
go to bed. Before the waiter returned, each of them, 
had laid a pocket piAol upon the table } which, when 
he entered, they appeared to be very folicitous to con- 
ceal, and (hewed fome confufion at the furprife. They 
perceived, with great fatisfa^lion, that the fellow yas 
alarmed at his difcovery^ and having, upon various 
pretences, called him often into the room, one of them 
contrived to pull out a ma(k with his handkerphieC . 

K 3 ^\.^\&^ 
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from the p(K:ket of a horfeman^s coat. Thej difcoorfed 
in dark and ambiguous termSy affeded a bufj and 
anxious circumipcdion, urged the man often to drinky 
and feemed defir^ns to render him fubfervient to fome 
purpofe which they were unwilling to difcover. Thcj 
endeavoured to conciliate his good-^ill, bj extravagant 
commendations of his dexterity and diligence } and en« 
couraged him to famiHaritj, by aiking him many queC* 
tions. He was, however, flill cautious and referved. 
One of them therefore, pretending to have known his 
mother, put a crown into his hand, and ibon after took 
an opportunity to aik htm at what hour a (lage'Coacliy 
the pi^engers of which they intended to humbug, fet 
out in the morning ; whether it was fttU ', and if it 
was attended with a guard. 

The man was tiow confirmed in his fufpicions; and, 
though he had accepted the bribe, refolved to difcover 
the fecret. Having evaded the queftions with as much 
art as he could, he went to his mailer, Mr. Spiggot, 
who was then in bed, and acquainted him with what 
he had obferved. 

Mr. Spiggot immediately got up, and held a confult* 
ation with his wife, what was to be done. She ad- 
Tifed him immediately to fend for the conftable, with 
proper afliAants, and fecure them : but he coniidered^ 
that, as this would probably prevent a robbery, it 
would deprive him of an opportunity to gain a very 
confiderable fum, which he would become entitled to 
upon their convidion, if he could apprehend them after 
the fad : he therefore very prudently called up four or 
five of the oftlers that belonged to the yard 5' and, hav* 
ing communicated his fufpicions and defign, engaged 
ihem to inlift under his command, as an efcort to the 

coach| 
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coachy and to watch the motions of the highwaTmen, 
as he flbottld dire^. But mine hoft, alfo wifely confix 
deriqg that this expedition would be attended with 
certain expence, and that the profit which he hoped 
was eontmgenty acquainted the paflengers with their 
danger, and propo(ed that a guard ihould be hired by 
a Yotantary cOntribntioh j a propofal, to which, upon a 
fight of the libers through the window, they readily 
agreed. Spiggot was now fecinred againft pecuniary' 
lofs, at all events : and, about three o^clock, the 
knights of the frolic, with infinite fatisfaftion, beheld 
five patfengers, among whom there was but one gen« 
Cleman, (lep into the coach, with the afpedt of crimi* 
nak going to execution ; and enjoyed the fighificant 
figns whkh pafled between them and the landlord, con» 
cerning the precautions taken tor their defence. 

At (boa as the coadh was gone, the fuppoTed h^h<^ 
waymen paid their reckoning in great hafte, and called 
for their horfes : care had already been taken to faddle 
them ; for it was not Mr. Spiggot^s defire, that the ad-^ 
Tenturers fliould go far before they executed their pur« 
pofe J and as foon as they departed, he prepared to fol- 
low them with his pofle. He was, indeed^ greatly 
furprifed to fee, that they turned the contrary way 
when they went out of the ion yard ^ but he fuppoied 
they might chufe to take a fmall circuit to prevent 
fufpicion, as they might eafily overtake the coach: 
whenever they would; he determined, however, to 
keep behind them.} and therefore, inftead of gmng af- 
ter the coach, followed them at a diftanoe y till, to In^- 
utter difappointnent, he faw them petfift in i ditferent 
tout, and at length turn into an iaif in Piccadilly^ 
where feveral iiervants in livery appeared to have becti 

K 4 w^tla^ 
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waiting for them, and where his curiofitj was (bon 
gratified with their characters and their names. 

In the mean time, the coach proceeded in its jour« 
ney. ' The panic of the paflengers increafed, upon per- 
ceiving that the guard which they had hired did not 
come upj and they began to accufe Spiggot of having 
betrayed them to the robbers, foi; a (hare pf the booty : 
they could not help looking every moment from the 
window, though it was fo dark, th^t a waggon could 
not have been feen at the diilance of twenty yards : 
every tree w;is midaken for a man and horfe^ the 
noife of the vehicle in which they rode was believed 
to be the trampling of purfuers 5 and they expelled 
every moment to hear the coachman commanded to 
(lop, and to fee a piUol thruft in amongft them, with 
the dreadful injundion, ''*Deliver your money/' 

Thus far the diHrefs, however great and unmerited, 
will be deemed ridiculous ^ the fufferers will appear to 
have ingenioufly tormented themfelves, by the fagacity 
with which they reafoned from appearances intended 
to deceive them, and their folicitude to prevent mif- 
chiefs which none would attempt. 

But it happened, ihat, when the coach had got 
about two miles out of town, it was overtaken by a 
horfeman, who rode very hard, and called out with- 
great eagernefs to the driver to ftop. This incident, 
among perfons who had fuffered perpetual apprehenfion 
and alarm from the moment they fet out, produced a 
proportionate effe^. The wife of the gentleman was 
fo terrified, that (he funk down from her feat ^ and he 
was fo much convinced of his danger, fo touched at 
her diftrefs, and fo incenfed againft the ruffidn who 
had produced it, that, without uttering a word, he 

drew 
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drew a piAol from his .pocket, and feeing the man par-^ 
ley with the coachman, who had now (lopped his- 
horfes, he ihot him dead upon t.he fpot. ^ 

The man, however, who had thus fallen the vi^linif 
of a frolic, was foon known to be the fervant of a lady,- 
who had paid earnefl for the vacant place in the ftage/ 
and having by fome accident been delayed till it was 
fet out, had followed it in a hackney-coach, and fent 
him before her to detain it till (he came up. 

Here the ridicule is at an end ^ and we are fur- 
pjrifed that we did not fooner refledl, that the company 
had fufficient caufe for their fe&r and their precaution, 
and that the frolic was nothing more than a lie, which 
it would have been folly not to believe, and prefump* 
tion to di(regard» 

The next day, while the Bucks were entertaining a 
polite circle at White's with an account of the farce 
they had played the night before, news arrived of the 
cataftrophe. A fudden confufion covered every coun- 
tenance J and' they remained fome time filent,. looking 
upon each other, mutually accufed, reproached, and . 
condemned* . 

This, iavoua-able moment was improved by a ge;itle-- 
man, who, though fometimes feen in that aflembly, is 
yet eminent for his humanity and wifdom. *^ A, 
** man, '• faid h6, ** who foiind himfelf bewildered ia 
'' the intricacies of ft labyrinth,' when the fun was go«^ 
" ing down, would think himfelf happy, if a clue 
'^^ (hould be put its to his hand, by which he might be^ 
"led out in fafety : he would not furely quit it for a 
" moment, becaufe it might poflibly be recovered 5 
** and, if he did, would be in perpetual danger of 
<^ ftumbling upon fome other wanderer, and bringing* 
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^ a caramon calftiHity upon botli. In tbe maze of life 
** we are oftefi bewildered, and darkoeft and danger 
f ^ furround us : but erery one may at ieafl lecure con« 
^ fcience agunft the power of accident^ by adhering 
^^ iuTiolably to that rule, by which we are enjoined ta 
.^ abfiain eren £eom the Appearances of JLnL 
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Wieri /iSenter tomines Hqtiod voAini eredmtt*. 

Men wiUifigly baSeve what t&ey wiih to be tme*. 

TuiLT ha» long ago obfenred, that no man^ however 
weakened by long life, is fo confcious of hi» own de- 
crepitude^ as not to imagine that he may yet hold hi»> 
fiation ki the world for another year*. 

Of the truth of this remark every day fumiihes new- 
confirmation r there is no time of Iffe in which men^ 
ioi the moil part, feem lefs to ezped the flroke of 
deatb^ than when eytxy other eye fees it impending y, 

onr 
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or are more bttfy in providing for another year than 
when it is plain to all tmt thettfelves, that at another 
year they cannot arrive. Though every funeral that 
pafles before their eyes evinces the deccitfulncfs cf' 
fnch ezpedlationsy fince every man who is basne to the 
grave thought himfelf eqnally certain of living at leaii 
to the next year ; the furvivor iliU contiinmsto flatter 
himfelf, and is never at a lofs fer4bme reafim why hi»< 
life fhould> be protradled, and the voracity of deatk 
continue to be pacified with fome acher prey; 

But this is only one of the hmumersble artifices^ 
praflifed in the univerfal confplracy of mankind agaia|ik 
themfelves: every age and every condition indulges 
fome darling fallacy y every man amufes himfelf widr 
proje^s which he knows to be improbable,, and which^ 
therefore, he refolves to purfue without daring to ex*- 
amine them*- Whatever any man ardently defiret, he 
very readily believes that he (hall fome time attain :: 
he whofe intemperance has overwhelmed him with dii^ 
eafcs, while he langui&es in the %ring,.ezpe^ vigour 
and recovery from the fammer Ion y and while he- 
melt s^ away in the fummer, tranisfers his hopes to the: 
frofis of winter: he that gases upon elegance or plea^ 
fure, which want of money hinders him from imitate 
ing or partaking, comforts hiinielf that the time of di(^ 
trefs will foon be at an end^ and that every day bringa ^ 
him nearer to a (Ute of happinefs y though he knows ^ 
it has paffed not only without acq^ifitioa of advan* 
tage> but perhigps without endeavours after it^ in the^ 
formation of fchemes that cannot be exeouted^ and ia< 
Ae contemplation of profpeSa which cannot be a^i*- 
poached* 
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Such IS the general dream in which we all flumbcr 
out our time : every man thinks the day coming, in 
which he (hall be gratified with all his wiihes, in which 
. he (hall leave all thofe competitors behind, who are 
90W rejoicing like himfelf in the expe^ation of vidtory^ 
the day is always coming to the fervile, in which they 
ihall be powerful, to the obfcure, in which they ihall 
be eminent, and to the deformed, in which they (hall 
be beatttiful. 

If any of my readers has looked with fo little atten« . 
tion on the world about him, as to imagine this repre- 
fentation exaggerated beyond probability, let him re-« 
fled a little upon his own life y let him co.nfider what; 
were his hopes and profpefts ten years ago, and- wha^ 
additions he then expedted to be. made by. ten, years tq 
his happinefs : thofe. ye^rs are no>7 elapfedi have they^ 
made good the promife that was extorted from themj^ 
have they advanced bis^ fortuive, enlarged, his know- 
ledge, or reformed .hi^ conduct, to the degree that wa% 
once,expe£led ? I.amt afraid every nran that recoUedls, 
. his hopes mufl^ conf^fs his di(appoiptment, and owq^ 
that day has glided unprofitably . after day, and thai; 
he is flill at the fame,.digance from the point of happi-. 
nefs. 

Wkh-what confolations can thofc who have thus, 
mifcafried in their chief defign elucje the memory o^ 
their ill fuccefs ? with what amufcmcnts can they pa- 
cify theiT difcontent, after the lo(^ of fo large a, por- 
tion of life ? they can give thcmfelves up again to the. 
famttdfelufibn8,they can form new fchemes of ajry gra-. 
tfificationg, and fix anothej: period of felicity 5 theycao, 
again refolve to truft the promife which they know^ 
willvbe broken, they can^\?|lk in a circle with their 
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cjes (hut, and pcrfuade themfelves to think that the/ 
go forward. 
^ Of every great and complicated event, part depen(!8 
upon caufes out of our power, and part mull be efifedl- 
cd by vigour and pcrfcverance. With regard to that 
which is flyled in cdminon language the work of chance, 
men will always find reafon^ for confidence or diflruQ, 
according to- their different tempers or inclinations^ and 
he that has been long accuflomed to pleafe hinsfelf with 
poflibilities of fortuitous happinefs, will nut eaGIy or 
willingly be reclaimed from his miltake. But the ef- 
fedls of human induilry and fkill, are more eaiily fub^ 
jc6lcd to calculation : whatever, can be completed in a 
year, is divifible into parts, of vsliich each may be per- 
formed in the compafs of a day : he, therefore, that has 
paiTed the day without attention to thie taHi; ailign- 
cd him, may. be certain that the lapfe of. life has 
brought him no nearer to his objed , for whatever 
idlenefs may expe6l from time, its produce will be on- 
ly in propor4iop . to the diligence with which it has 
been ufed.. He that floats lazUy. down the flream, ioL 
purfuit of fomething borne along by the fomc current, 
will find himfelf indeed move fprwafdj but unlefs he 
lays iiib hand to the oar, and engreafes his fpeed by 
his own labour, mull be always at the fame diflance 
from that which he is following. 

Th-rc have happened in every age^ fomc contin- 
gencies of unexpected and undcferved fuccefs, by which 
thofe who arc determined to believe whattver favours 
theii: inclinations^ have been encouraged to delight 
themfelves with future advantages > they fupport con- 
fidence by confiderfition^, of which the only proper ufe. 
is^to chacc away defpair; it is equally abfurd to dt. 
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down in idlenefs becaufe fome have been enriched with- 
out labour, as to leap a precipice becaufe fome have 
fallen and efcaped with life, or to put to fea in a 
ftorm becaufe fome have been driven from a wreck- 
nponthe coafi to which they ue bound. 

We art all ready to confers, that belief ought to be 
proportioned to eiadence oit probability : let any man^ 
therefore, compare the number of thofe who have been* 
thus favoured by fortune, and of thofe who have failed 
of their expedations, and he will eafily determine with: 
what juftneCi he ha» regidered himfelf in the luckj 
catalogue* 

But there is no need on thefe occafibns for deep in- 
quiries or laborious calculations y there is a far eaiier 
method of difiinguifhing the hopes of lolly from thofe 
of reafon, of finding the difference between profpedt 
that exift before the eyes, and thofe that are onlj 
painted on a fond imagination. Tom Drowfy had ac-^ 
cuftomed himfelf to compute the profit of a darling 
projed, till he had no longer any doubt of it# fuccefi y 
it waa-at laft matured by clofe confideration } all the 
meafures were accurately adjuftedi and he wanted only 
five hundred pounds to become mailer of a fi»rtune 
^at might be envied by a direAor of a trading com-^ 
pany. Tom was generous and gratefril, and was relblv* 
ed to recompenfe this fmall affiftance with an ample 
fortune : he, therefore, deliberated for a time, to whom* 
amongft his friends he (hould declare his neceffities y 
not that he fufpeflcd a refufal, but becaufe he could 
not fuddenly determine which of them would make the 
bed ufe of riches, and was, therefore, mofl worthy of 
his favour. At laft his choice was fettled ; and know-^ 
ioyg: that in order to borrow, he moft (hew the proba-^ 
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hllitf of repayment, he prepared for a minute and co* 
pious explanation of his proje^* But here the goldea 
dream was at an end : he foon difcovered the impoffibi* 
fity of impofing upon others the notions bj which he bad 
fo long hnpofed upon himfelf > which way fbever h% 
turned his thoughts, impoflibililty and abfurdity arofe 
in oppofition on every fide y even credulity and preju* 
dice were at lad forced to give way, and he grew 
afhamed of crediting himfelf what (hame would not 
fixffer him to communicate to another* 

To this tefl^ let every man bring his imaginationf^ 
before they have been too long predominant in his^ 
nind. Whatever is true will bear to be related^ what* 
tver is rational will endure to be explained : but whea* 
we delight to brood in fccret over future happinefs, and 
filently to employ our meditations upon fchemes^ of 
which we are confcious, that tiie bare mention would^ 
•xpofe us to derifion and contempt, we (hould then re»^ 
member, that we are cheating ourfelves by voluntary 
delufions ;. and giving, up to the unreal mockeries o£ 
fimcy, thofe hours in which folid advantages might be: 
attained by fober thought and rational afliduity*. 

There is^ indeed, fo little certainty in human affairs^ 
^at the moil cautious and fevere examiner may be al- 
lowed to indulge fome hopes> which he cannot prove;- 
to be much favoured by probability y fince, after his ut«- 
moft endeavours to afccxtain events^ he muft often leave: 
die iflue in the hands of chance. Andib fcanty is-our 
prefent allowance of happinefsi that in many fituattons • 
life could fcarcely be fupported, if hope were not aU- 
Towed to relieve the prefent hour by pleafures borrowed. 
&om futurity ; aod reanimate the langour of deje^oii*^ 
tDt new efibrtSy by pointipg^ to diitantTec?OQ&^^ I^^as^l*^ 
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ty, which ytt no refolutlon or perfeverance (hall ever 
reach. 

. But thefe, like all other cordials, though they maj 
invigorate in a fmall quantity, intoxicate in a greater ^ 
thefe pleafureSy like the refl, are lawful only in certain 
circumAances, and to certain degrees ^ they may be 
ufeful in a due fubferviency to nobler purpofes, but be- 
come dangerous and dedruAive, when once they gain 
the afcendant in the heart : to foothe the mind to tran- 
quility by hope, even when that hope is. likely to de- 
ceive us, may be fometimes ufeful > but to lull our fa- 
culties in a lethargy, is poor and defplcable. 

Vices and errors are differently modified, according^ 
to the A ate of the minds to which they are incident y 
to indulge hope beyond the warrant of reafon^ is the. 
failure alike of mean and elevated underftandings j but 
its foundation and its eff<^s are totally different : the 
man of high courage^ and great abilities, is apt to place 
too much, confidence in himfelf, and to expe6l from a 
vigourous exprUon of his powers, more than, fpirit or 
diligence can attain > between him and his wifh he fees, 
obflacles indeed, but he expeds to overleap or break 
them ^ his miilaken ardour hurries him forward ^ and 
though perhaps he miffes his end, he neverthelefs ob«>. 
tains fome collateral good, and performs fomething ufe- 
ful to mankind, and honourable to himfelf.. 

The drone of timidity prefumes like wife to hope, but 
without ground and without confequence ', the blifs 
with which he folaces his hours, he al.ways expe6ls 
from others, though very often he kpows not from., 
whom ) he folds his arms about hi?), and fits in expec*, 
tation of fome revolution in the date that fhall.raife, 
bjoi to greatnefs, or fome golden ihower that.rfhall 

load J 
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load kim.witfa wealth ^ he dozes avray the day in muf« 
ing upon the morrow > and at the end of life, is rour(^ 
from his dream, only to difcovcr, that the time of ac- 
tion is paft| and that he can now (hew his wifdom only 
by repentance. 
T. 
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Virtus^ repulfet nefcia fordidit^ 
Jntaminatis fuiget bonoribus ; 
Necfumu aut ponitfeeunt^ 
Arbitrio popularit nura. 



HOR. 



Stranger to folly and to fear. 

With pure untainted honour bright, 
Virtue difdaios to lend an ear 
'To the mad people^s fenfe of right. 

Mr. Adventuhkr, 

I AM the perfon whom your correfpondent Benevolas 
has thought fit to mention by the name of Agreftis. 
There are fome particulars in my character, which 
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perhaps he has mtftaken : bat I lore plam-dealiB^ ; 
and as he did not intend to flatter me, I fergire him : 
perhaps my heart is as warm as another's, and I am 
no ftranger to any principles that would lead a man to 
a handfome thing. But to the point. I approve jonr 
publilhing the ftory of Eugenio, and I am determined 
the wofld (hall not lofe the fequel of it, in which you 
are more concerned than perhaps you may imagine. 

You muft know, Sir^ that I had obfervcd my girl 
to go moping about of late more than co mmo n, though 
in truth ihe has been fomewhat grare ever fince (he 
difmifled Ventofus. I was determined to keep an eye 
upon her ; and fo watching her pretty clofely, I catch- 
ed her laft Saturday was feHintght ahnoft -dtowned in 
tears with your paper in her hand. I laid hold of it 
in an inftant, and putting on my (pedtacles, began to 
read, with a fhrewd fufpicion that I (hould find out a 
fecret. Her paflion of crying flill increafcd ^ and 
when I had looked here and there in the paper, I was 
convinced that (he was by feme means deeply inter^ft- 
ed in the Hory, which indeed appeared to me to be 
full of misfortune. In fiiort, I prefled her fo home 
upon the fubje6l, that (he put the two other papers in.> 
to my hand, and telling me who were meant by the 
names, I began to read with great eagernefs, though, 
to confefs a truth, I could fcarce fee the three laft pages. 
Odds-my-life, thinks I, what an honeil fellow this £u« 
genio is ! and leering up at my girl, I thought I never 
faw her look fo like her mother before. I took her 
about the neck and kifled her j but I did not tell her 
what I had in my head : however, to encourage her^ 
I bid her be a good child, and inliantly ordering my 
coach, I went diie&ly to Benevolus, of whom I in- 
quired 
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quired the (hip*s name on board of which Eugenio was 

embarked, and when (he (ailed. The do6^or, whether 

he guefled at ihy intention or not, looked as if he 

would have leaped out of his ikin, and told me with a 

kind of wild eagernefs, that the veflel having met 

with an accident in going out, was put back, and then 

laj in the river near Gravefend. 

With this intelligence I returned to my daughter, 

and told her my mind. ** Emmy,** fays I, *^ the Cap- 

** tain was always in my opinion a worthy man } and 

** when I had reafon to believe you liked him, I did 

*^ not refolve to part you becaufe he was without a ti« 

*' tie or an eftate, but becaufo I could not be recon« 

" ciled to his pro&flion. I was determined you fhould 

** never marry a cockade, and carry a knapfack } and 

** if he had been a gneneral officer, I would have pre» 

'' ferred an honeft citizen, who 'encourages trade and 

'' navigation, before him^ Befides, I was angry that 

** you (hould hold a private correfpondence, and think 

'' to carry your point without me^ but you were 

** greatly ^mifireprefented } fo was the Captain :^^he hat 

** gallantly removed all my obje^ions at once, he is 

*' not now in the army, nor has he ever attempted to ~ 

<' fubvert my authority } he is a true heart, and I feel 

'' that I love him as my fon. He is dill within reach^ 

** and you (hall this moment write to him with your 

** own hand, and tell him, that I fay he (hall be your 

** hulband. I have money enough for ye both ; and 

^' if I pleafe, I can make him a lord.'* The poor 

child fat with her handkerchief up to her eyes while I 

was fpeaking, and I did not immediately perceive, that, 

upon hearing the Captain was not gone, (he had faint- 

ed« 
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ed. We could fcarce keep life in her for above two 
hours 'f but at laft (he a little recovered her fpirits, and 
brought me the following billet : 

To EUGENIO. 

" Sir, 

** Mt dear papa commands me t9 entreat that you 
" will immediately come on (hore, and from this hour 
" coniider his houfe as your own. He is greatly af- 
" fe£ied with the ftory of your generbfity and diHrefs, 
*^ which he has jud learnt by an accident which I can- 
'' not now communicate \ and he is determined to 
f' make you his heir, without prejudice to, 

** Sir, your humble (crvant, 

" Amelia." 

When I had pcrufcd this cpifllc, « Pfhaw,^' fays I, 
" put affediipnate at the end of it, or elfe he wonH 
** come now." This made her fmile. I was glad to 
fee her look cheerful } and having with fome difficulty 
procured the proper addition, I difpatched the letter 
inflantly by my own fervant on horfeback, and order- 
ed a light chariot and four to follow him, and take up 
Eugeriio's friend the do6lor by the way. I will not 
tell you. Sir, how Eugenio, as he is called, behaved 
upon the receipt of this letter > it is enough, that in a- 
bout eight hours he arrived with his friend at my houfe^ 
neither will I tell you how the lovers behaved when 
they met ^ it is enough that they are to be married next 
Thurfday, I add fome particulars for your privaie in- 

fpedion 
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fpeflion in the poftfcript, that you may give us your 
company at the wedding. I dare fay you will (hare 
the happinefs of which you have been the inflrumcnt ; 
and I aiTure you that you will be extremely welcome 
to the company, but to none more than to 

Your*s heartily, 

Agrestis. 



I am extremely obliged to Agreftis for his poilfcript, 
but yet more for his letter j which,^ if I may be allow- 
ed to judge by its efFe£t, is the moft eloquent perform- 
ance I ever read : its excellence, I am perfuaded, will 
be univerfally acknowledged, becaufc it will be felt, 
I (hall, however, add fome remarks, which perhaps 
may not occur to every mind, as every mind has not 
acquired a habit of fpeculation. 

£ugenio*s heroic pcrfcverance in virtue,' though it 
appeared to preclude all his hopes of temporal advan- 
tage, yet eventually fulfilled them. If he had with 
lefs generoiity engaged in a clandefline love, either be 
would have forfeited the edeem of Amelia, or (he would 
have incurred the refentment of her father^ ifhehadfuc- 
ceeded to the remains of his paternal eClate, he might 
ilill have been fufpe6ted by Agredis ^ and if he had 
continued in the army, however preferred, he would {lil\ 
have been difapprovcd. 

Thus, perhaps if remote confequences could be dif- 
covered by human forefight, we (hould fee the wifdom 
and the kindnefs of Divine Prefcription ^ we (hould fee, 
that the precepts which we are now urged to negle6l 
by our defire of happinefs, were given to prevent our 
being precipitated by error into mifery j at lead, it would 
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appear, that if fome immediate advantage is gained by 
the individual, an equivalent lofs Is fuflained by fociety ^ 
and as fociety is only an aggregation of individuals, he 
who feeks his own advantage at the expence of (bciety, 
cannot long be exempted form the general calamity 
which he contributes to produce. 

Such u the neceffary^impexfiBdion of human laws, 
that many private injuries are perpetrated of which 
they take no cognizance : but if thefe were allowed to 
be puni(hed by the individual againft whom they are 
committed, every man would be judge and executioner 
in his own caufe, and unlverfal anarchy would imme« 
diately follow. The laws, therefore, by which this 
praftice is prohibited, ought to be held more facred 
than any other, and the violation of them is fo far from 
being neceflary to prevent an imputation of cowardice,, 
that they are enforced, even among thofe in whom 
cowardice is puniihed with death, by the following 
claufe in the nineteenth Article of war : 

** Nor (hall any officer or foldier upbraid another 
'^ for refufing a challenge > fince, according to thefe ' 
<< our orders, they do but the duty of Toldiers, who f 
'^ ought to fubjed themfelves to dicipline : and we - 
^^ do acquit and difcharge all men who have quarrels 
^^ offered, or challenges fent to them, of all difgrace 
** or opinion of difadvantage in their obedience here* 
^' unto : and whoever fhall upbraid them, or offend in 
*^ this cafe, fhall be puni(hed as a Challenger.'' 

It is to be prefumed, that of this claufe no gentlemen 
in the army is ignorant } and thofe, who by the arro- 
gance of their folly labour to render it ineffedual, (hould) 
as enemies to their Country, be driven out of it with 
deteflation and contempt. 



